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Ju DpBGuEN TS. 
Spiritual and Temporal. 


To call to Remembrance. 
Firſt Preached and now Publiſhed}... 
for Publick Benefit. 1 

By Nic. Lockier Miniſter of tho Goſpel. * 


A Plalm of David to bring to Remimbraxce. Þſal, 38. & | | 
70. Title. A 
Aud thou ſhalt remember all the way,wbich theLord thy 
} bath led thee, theſe forty Tears in the wilderneſs, to bumble 
thee & to prove thee,to um what was in thine heart, I 
e ould? e bis Commandments or 10. Deut. L. I 
Puri incommodi veminiſci, Cxſ. * 
Ness illud reminiſcitur mares, Ovid. 
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|| tobe Sold a his Shop at the Kizgs ras and Bible" of 
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To the People of God, and 
to the Readers of the fol- 
| lowing Tract, Grace and 


| Mercyby Feſis Chriſt. 


Reader, 

Heſe Sermons were preached, whit 
God's Fudements were deſtroy- 
ing theſe Nations by Sword and 
Peſtileuce, to ſecond the works 
ef God with tbe word of God, for the ſq* 7 
. wing edification of the puniſhed. M 
becauſe we are apt to forgtt the Rods f 2 
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N : To the Reader. 


Cod, and his words; and our duty urged 
by them both, 1 have thought # might be 
profitable (at leaſt) to ſome, 10 pabliſh 
theſe Diſcourſes , ſuch as they be, and 
leave them to the bleſſing of God, and the 

god and candid acceptation of ſuch, as 

[ pleaſe to peruſe them The Sword 
and Peſtilence were not ſtrokes of God, 
which only concern d the City of London, 
but the whole three Nations, and there. 
fore theſe Inſtructions are due and proper 
to all the People of God, and to any that 
have a heart to make uſe of them. Our 
Fathers went under five Miracles, ſaith 
one, through the Wilderneſs, the Cloud, 
the raining of daily Manna, the follow- 
7 of the Waters from the Rock Horeb, 
the continual. newneſs of their Cloaths 
and the untiredneſs of their Feet. The 
People of God in theſe Nations, have gone 
under many wonderful Providences, tg 
that ſtate of tranguility wherein now they 
are, this among them all « 4 ſtandin 
one, that the Bufb hath ſo long burned, 
and yet is not quite conſumed, neither by 
Plague nor Sword, nor any other hard 
things done unto them. 
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How the late Fudgments were uſhered 
in amongſt us, with ſigns in the Hea- 
vens, in the Earth, and in the Seu, 


we cannot quite forget: Several bl 


ing Stars in one Tears ſpace, the like 
ſcarce not known, and other multiplyed 
Prodigies many ways ; and how they are 


all 

* multiplied prodigiogs wickedneſs, ma 

1510 off 1s Bog to conſider , and 
affright us more to think , what worſe 
things may quickly come upon ws. Onr 
lives during the late Fudgments did 
hang in doubt from God and man, whe. 
ther God would ſpare us from the Peiti- 
lence, or Man ſpare us from the Sword. 


The dread of the Sword was not ſmall, 


when the Seas did roar, and the Rivers 
alſo at our Doors, The dread of the 
Plague was many Plagues ; 7 am ſure 
the beſt Chriſtians that felt it, will ſay, 
that ſpiritual rote not to baue been 
| ſmall, though their lives ſince (1 fear) 
* may more than ſay it 10 be ſo. The de- 
ſtroying Angel paſſed over few Houſes, 
and ſome he ſwept clean, and no Lord 
have mercy on us, heard for ſo much 
44 2 


— off, with heightned ſecurity, and 


To the Reader; 


i om; Other Houſes had ſome ſpured, 
but with Hexe kia? mark, 4 Plague ſoar 
on their Bodies, and 4 worſe upon their 
hearts, both which continue to this day. 
Hader all this dreadful Diſcipline, what 
was done then and ſince, to ſhew repen- 
tance, reformation, thankfulneſs for ſuth 
great eſcapes, may well cauſe great and 
deep thonghes of heart. From Adam to 
Moſes were Twenty-Six Generations, 
and accordingly doth the P ſalmiñ praiſe 
God ſix and twenty times, according to 
the numeral letters of the word Jchova, 
who did all the wonders for that People, 
which are mentioned in that 136 Pſalm. 
And ſurely fix and twenty times over, 
hath tbe Lord merited praiſes, and all 
worthy walking, at all our hands, high 
and low, for the many great things he 
hath done for us at Sea and Land, but 
I pray God we be not found ſix and twen- 


ij times worſe than then we were. 


Some remindings of God's great works | 
among nt u, by his word (I think a 


wil grant) are therefore nee dful, and 


pitry it & but the mord of God, ſbonld 
* | g0 


To the Reader” 
0 feel forth over the Nations for fo 

— ends, to preach over the — 
ments of God afreſh unto ; If the pa- 
niſtenents of God muſt repeat and preach 
themſelves Ty want of the word, 


that will not be ſo pleaſing, vor it my 
be, not ſo profitable for ws. Many thou: 
ſands were killed by the Sword and Pe 
flilence, but few (I fear ) made ſpiri- 
tually alive by either. The word, o the 
powerful preaching of the word of God; 
This, this kmdly convinceth and con- 
verteth, yea and diverteth Sword and 
Peſtilence and Famine, with all other 
Jwdements, a all experience and drome 
Hiſtory ſheweth. What proſperous times 
for health and wealth, peace and plenty, 


were in Juda, when they were zealous t- 
promote the word and true mor ſup of - 
God! when we fall out with theſe, Cod, 


he falls an upon ns with one judgment or 


uber; If men do net believe this, they - 


way feel it ſeven times more. Our na- 
ture is enmity to all good, ſome thing is 
treated of this and its gere, is this watt 
which indeed is the cure of all evils; 
for whence come Wars and contemions® 
Come 


vt 


1 
Ts the Reader? 
Come they not from our unmortiſted 
lots, which war in our corrupt hearts ? 
Death, whether by Sword, or Peſtilence, 
er any how, « no good friend to an ill 
> ſome thing alſo is ſaid of this, in 
this Tract, to make us remember our 
later end, to live and die mell. In n- 
ſeries of all ſorts we nted friends, mer- 
& from Men, as well a mercy from 
God 5 ſome thing therefore is ſaid in 
this Tract, to quicken to this, to be 
pitiful and tender hearted one to ano- 
ther. Clouds return after rain, and 
male more and greater florms ; ſome 
thing is faid of this too, and much 
more may be felt, if we do not repent. 
1 Kadeſh Barnea was ſo call- 
©. GOD may ſantify ed, from 4 double puni 
| «1557 upon 1 , 2 ment which was —— . 
Fu And he any licked, It was called Ka- 
© Wake us wandering Sons, deſh, becauſe there the Lord 
ory — n ſanttified himſelf. upon the 
as » for thur corporal 
and ſpiritual Whoredomes 
with the Midianites: And it was 
called Barnea, or the wandering Son, 
becauſe there was the Degree * 
| | or 
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To the Reader: 
for their long wandering in the Wil- 
derneſs. Pray God we be not called 
Kadeſh Barnea too, for our making ſo 
little good uſe of former paniſhments, 
God's double puniſhments and troops 
calamities, even all his waves may paſs 
over us juftly : ſome thing of this alſo 
i ſaid, in the laft part of this Trac; 
the Lord bleſs all to all that peruſe 


The People of God loving one ane« 
ther fervently , profiting one another 
with their Gifts, Graces, Eftates z be- 
ing ſober, ſound in the faith, holy, hea- 
wvenly ; and about this glory 4 defence 
will make States and Nations blefied, 
Surely if we (the Lord's People) were 
but as zealows to uſe liberty and pri- 
viledge well, as we are to have it, it 
would come faſter than it doth. Let ms 
look more into our ſelves, and more 7 
88 God, 4s the readieſt way to all good: 
Theſe are ths thoughts deſires and pray- 
ers of Him, who 1 


Yours ever in the Lord. 
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Rom. vii. xxiv. 
O wretched Man that I am : Who 


ſpall deliver me from the body 
of this Death ꝰ . 


He great weight of ſin and 
miſery, and the want of 
one to remove well both, 
is the cauſe ot this dole- 
full complaint; O wretch- 
eiu that I am: Who 
Pall deliver me from the body of this death * 
er from this body of death, as it is put in the 
Margent: The weight of ſin is groaned 
under, in this terme of my Text, body ; 
which is a word of quantiqp and means ttic 


N amen 


corruption of our nature to be a very ex. 77 
renfive thing, that the 'whole (face of man 


in aff the powers of his' Soul and Body, is 
deprayed and vitiated, and made utterly un- 
fit eo ſerve God, and moſt fic to ſerye ſin and 
X B Satan, 


J. 


(2) 
Satan , wich all Organs and Inſtruments 
within and without. 

Secondly, This terme in my Text, body; 
is alſo Nomen qualitatu, a word of qua- 
lity, that means che naturalneis of this ge- 
neral pravity to us, it lay with us (as Mr. 
Rut herford faith) in our Mothers Womb, as 
Twins, as one body lieth with another; Ic 
took us faſt by the heel in the Womb, and 
we could never kick it off ſince. 

And, Thirdly, For as much as there is 
this Epethite given to this Body, calling it 
a Bady of Death, and a Body of this Death; 
it notes not only the weight 01 ſin, but alſo 
of miſery, death being here put to ſigniſie 
guilt and puniſiment: Our depraved con- 
dition caſteth us under all guilt, and undet 
all puniſhment, that is, actually under much 
miſery, and lyable every moment to all mi- 
ſery in Soul and Body, in this World, and 
in the World to come; not only liable to 
death, as tis a diſſolution of Soul and Bo- 
dy, ard all the ſickneſſe and diſeafes which 
prepare unto it; but liable to this death, that 
15 a ſeparation of both Soul and Body from 
God for ever. 

Nou, to deliver us from the Body of this 
death, a Body of corruption, which expo- 
ſeth us to ſuch a death as this: There no 
Man, nor Angel is able, no all the Angels, 
did they joyn to do us ſervice in this thing, 
to change our natures, to take off guilt, to 
reQilic che Image of God, which we my 

. n 


; (3) 

loſt; they cannot ſtir this Body, as to an 
of theſe inthe leaſt, nor any member of it; 
they are not able to remove one fin, or ſa- 
tisfie for the guilt of it z nor draw one lineʒ 
an eye, or an eye-brow, or one finger of the 
new man. This great weight of fin and mi- 
ſery,and this utter impotency of all created 
ſtrength to help out of it, makerh the A- 
poſtle co cry out thus: O wretched man that 
Jam: Who ſball deliver me, &c. 


There be ſeveral things very profitable 
to be obſerved in theſe words; as, Firſt, 
this, That every one is in a wretched and miſe- 
rablt condition by nature; Depraved in all 
powers of Soul and Body, and expoſed in 
both to the utmoſt diſpleaſure of God. 0 
wretched man that I am, &c. He doth not 
mean himſelf alone, but ſpeaketh as perſo- 
nating the beſt of men, and ſo conſequently 
all men; for that he did thus complain of a 
corrupt ſtate, who was ſo holy; who elle, 
but hath cauſe much more to complain ? 
For this death which my Text, ſpeaketh of, 
hath paſſed over all Men, for as much as all 
Men have finned in Adam. And this A po- 
ſtle which ſpeaketh but of himſelf in this 
caſe in my Text ſpeaketh generally elſe- 
where; That by nature we are the Childred 
of wrath, #s well as others, Eph. 2. 3. 


Secondly, This may be leatned from theſe 
words, That our Nate _ nt a ſaſe 
— 2 4 


ſtats 


t; 


* 23 


(4) 
Bate to be reſted in. That our ſtate, as we 
come into this World, is not ſuch, as we 
ſhould be contented with, but a ſtate much 
to be complain'd of by the beſt, and much 
tryed out upon, and much ſtrugled under to 
be freed from. O wretched man that I am : 
Who ſhall deliver me ? &c. Fleſh and blood 
cannot enter into the Kingdome of God, 
They which reſt in their ſtate, as they come 
into this World, and think that they attain 
to be moral and civil, juſt and righteous to 
men, and little or nothing complain of that 
which the Apoſtle doth here in my Text, 
a Jedy of Death, do not know their own 
danger. 


Thirdly, We may here learn, That the 
beſt are not ſo good as they ſhould be: That 
the beft in this World, are much burdened 
and much endangered, with catural corrup- 
tion. The Apoſtle Paul, though regene- 
rated, found much of the rebellion of an 
evil nature, of which he knew not how to 
get rid, carrying him Captive to what he 
would not, and ſo expoſing him continually 
to the diſpleaſure of God. I k that in 
me, that is, in my Fleſh dwelleth no god thing, 
for to will is preſent with me, but — to per · 
form that which # good, I finde not; for the 
good I would I do net, but the evil ] would not 
that I ds, Corrupt nature, as it eaſily beſers 
us, ſo it as eafily overcomes us, for any 
{®cogeh that we have of our own: Such 
2 


(3 
as ſo ſeelingly complain, as Paul here doth, 
will not eaſily be brought to drink in the 
Popiſh Doctrin of Perfection. 


Fourthly, We may here learn, That eur 
Pate in this World, at beſt, is but a wretched 
Nate; for, though a little grace be given 
unto us, it is ſo oyer-matched with a great 
body of fin, that we rather undo, than do 
any thing that is good. Is it not a wretch- 
ed ſtate to be ſo hampered with an ill In- 
mate Night and Day, that when one pulls 
one way, cother pulls ſtronger ſtill the 
wrong way. To fee two Dogs coupled, a 
little one and a great one, What a woſul 
condition is the little one in! how he is 
pulled and haled up and down this way and 
that way, not which way he would go, but 
which way the great one will go, or elſe he 
prins his teeth on the little one, and bites 

im and abuſeth him much; juſt ſo is the 
condition of the moſt regenerate in this 
World. And therefore he that is beſt and 
hath beſt in this World, can ſay no better 
of it than he findes, and daily feels, that his 
condition is but a wretched condition; Q 
wrbtched man that I am, &c. 


The Point which I would ſtand on, is 
this, That we all ought to be deeply ſenſible of 
natural corruption ; Or, we all oughc much 
ro lay to heart our fallen ſtate by nature. 
The Apoſtle Paal was a holy Man, yet 

B 3 very 


Doch 


| (6 ) | 
very ſenſible of much unhelineſs, a body 
of it, of which he was little other than 
the Soul, and this he groans and fighs un- 
der; O wretched may that 1 am, &c. And, 
this written for our Example: Take ano- 
ther inſtance in this Apoſtle, as ſoon as 
converted. And Saul aroſe from the Earth, 
and when bis Eyes were opened be ſaw no man, 
but they led bim by the Hand; and be was 
three Days without ſight, and did neither eat 
wor drink, AR. 9. 9. Why did he neither 
eat nor drink for three Days ? Doubtleſs 
he was in a deep ſenſe of his loſt condition, 
as one in the gall of bitterneſs, and bonds 
of iniquity, both by nature and praRice ; 
That his natural corruption was ſo great 
a weight upon him afterward, as we bere 
ſee it was by my Text, it was much more 
heavy upon him at firſt view, when thig 
bottomly gulf was firſt opened to this ſelf- 
conceited Phariſee, what I ſay is very likę- 
ly, by the chree Days horror and aſtoniſh- 
ment, wherein he lay ſtarving himſeif, 
Doubtleis he thought himſelf as unworthy 
to eat or drink, ſo unworthy to live, as the 
poor Publican which ſmote his breaſt, and 
would not look up to Heaven, as not Judg - 
ing himſelf worthy to go upon the Earth, 
The eating of the Paſſ-over with ſower 
Herbs might point at this, for their coming 
out of Egypt, ſhadowed their coming out 
of ſpiritual bondage and miſery, in which 
they were: And ſo the miſeries of _ 
Ne 


. 
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(2) | 
bondage by fin, and our fall: and then their 
ſower Herbs, might well teach them, as to 
keep a ſenſe of their bodily ſlavery and mi. 
ſery ; ſo eſpecially to keep a deep ſenſe of 
their ſoul-{lavery and miſery, and all the 
ſower things and conflicts of their inward 
condition. The poor Taylor may be a fur 
ther authority, for this Doctrine which 1 
have obſerved: His eyes being ſome thing 
opened, to ſee what a wretched Man he 
was by his nature and practice, trembled, 
and would have made away himſelf , and 
came and fell at the Apoſtles Feet, wich a 
great out-cry, What muſt I do to be ſaved ? 
AR. 16. 30, 

And whereas I make the Propoſition U- 
niverſal, ſaying, That we all ought to be deep - 
ty ſenfeble of natural corruption. I ground ic 
upon my T ext, and the Example that is gi- 
ven to follow, in ſuch an eminent Man as 
the Apoſtle Paul was: That the Apoſtle 
Paxl was not exempted from natural cor- 
ruption, nor from this duty of deep-laying 
it to heart, neither are others. But then the 
Queſtion will be, by what Rule the Apoſtle 
Paw! did this, for he himſelf ſaich, that we 
ſhould follow him no otherwiſe, than as he 
followed Chriff; Fy what Rule then did 
the Apoſtle thus lay to heart his fallen 
ſtate? And was bis Rule univerſal, that is, 
for all the fallen Sons of Adam ? For this, 
ſee, 1 King. 8. 38. When the Houſe, for 
communion between God and Man, was 
B 4 made 


(8) : 
made and conſecrated,this is the great Law 
of fellowſhip and communion between 
God and Man, That even * one ſbould 
know the Plague of bis heart. Now, by the 
Plague of the heart, is meant, ſaith Inter- 
preters, principally our fallen and corrupt 
{tate of Soul by nature, and then ſuch par- 
ticular ſpecial ebullitions thereot in act, to 
open ſcandal and provocation; And this 
one Law is for per and ſtranger: And by 
knowing this Plague of the heart, which 
every one was to do,means that they ſhould 
be well acquainted with their natural cot᷑- 
ruption, and actual tranſgreſſions, and deep- 
ly bewail them, and truly, as having to do 
with an All- ſeeing and All- ſearching God, 
who ſearcheth the heart: ſo it follows, in 
the next words, Verſ. 39. What Prayer or 
Supplication ſoever be made by any Man, 
or by all che People of Iſrael, which ſpall 
know every Man the Plagus of bis own heart, 
and fpread forth his hand: toward: this houſe, 
then hear them in Heaven thy awelling-place, 
and forgive, and do, and give to every one ac» 

cording to bis ways, whoſe bgart tho knoweſt, 

for thou. even thou knoweſt all the h:arts of 
the Children of Men. The New Teſtament 
concurreth to this, in as much as Jobs the 

Baptiſt thus began the Goſpel, by calling 

upon all to repent, and ſo Chriſt himſelf 

called upon all bis hearers to repent, Mat. 
4+17. The other of Jobs the Baptiſt, is, 

Mat. 3.2, From that time Jeſus began ta 

preach, 


„ „ 1 — ( K _—_ « wo' 


(9) 

preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven at hand. This is the Power of 
God by the Word, to change your hearts, 
and to open the everlaſting Doors: By re- 
penting, he means, what he ſaith further in 
his Sermon, Mat. 5 3, 4, 5- Poor in ſpirit, 
mourning for ſin, attended with a deſire of 
relief, a hungering and thirſting for a bet- 
cer ſtate, That is, Repentance is, that ſin- 
ners be throughly convinced of their loſt 
condition by nature, and of heir utter in- 
abilicy to make the ir own reliet and efcape, 
from the diſpleaſure of God due unto them 

by it, and therefore hunger and thirſt, that 
is, earneſtly deſire relief from God, in that 
way which he hath appointed in Chrift 
through che Goſpel, for the Salvation of 
finners. Thus, and in this Path the Publi- 

can was taught to come, begging mercy for 
a ſinner. He ſmote his breaſt,as that where 
he felt che Plague lay, and ſaid, God be mer- 

ciful to me a ſinner. I purpoſe to ſay no 

more, to prove the truth of the Point. 


For the Explication of this Doctrin, theſe 
things may be ſaid, wherein the further con- 
firmation of the Point will ariſe. Firſt. We 
ſhould be deeply ſenſible of natural corrup- 
tion, in its being ſimply conſidered, Jebela, 
I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my 
Mot her conceive me, Plat Fl: 5.' David had 
fallen into great actual tranſgreſſions, of 
Marther and Whoredom, and he, that be 
BY might 


I, 


(10) 
might practice repentance, according to the 
rule thereof, took to heart how he came in- 
to the World; Behold, I am an old ſinner 
ſo born, ſhaped in iniquity in the Womb, 
and our of this ſhape I cannot change my 
ſelf, and therefore I complain to thee, O 
God, Do thou waſh me throughly, and 
cleanſe me throughly, that is, Juſtifie and 
ſanRifie me with che Blood and Spirit of 
thine anointed one, on whom thou haſt 
laid my help: So in Pſal. 8. What « ſorry 
wen, Enſe, or wretched man, as the Apo- 
ſtles Epithet is in my Text, that thou art 
mindful of ſuch a forlorne Creature, which 
words alſo ſhew , that we ſhould be ſenfi- 
ble of our natural ſtate in the Being, yea, 
in the firſt being of it iv us, Our Saviour 
in his Sermon to the Woman of Canaas, 
confirmeth this that I am upon, that we 
ſhould all, em and Genti/e, be ſenfible of 
corrupt nature in the being of it. But he an 
ſwered, I am not. ſext but to the loſt ſheep of 
the Houſe of Tſracl; by theſe words he 
names the Jews ſtate by nature, ro make 
this Gentile refle& upon her own ſtate, as 
alſo ſuch, and loſt. Thea came ſbe and wor- 
ſhiped, ſaying, Lord help me, As if ſhe had 
{aid with much ſorrow of heart, if there 
be any loſt Creature in the World, ſurely 
Tam one. Then Chriſt replies again. 7 i 


wot meet to take the Childrens bread, and tis 7 


give it te Dogs. By which words Chriſt 
would inſinuate more particularly to — 
what 


(11) 
what the Nate of us Gentiles is by nature, 
as Dogs moſt fierce 72 nt Sheep, oppotic 
to all good, and inclined (as Dogs) to all 
ill, and miſchieyous qualities and ways. By 
which words it is evident, that Chriſt would 
have this Woman well acquainted with che 
being of her natural condition, that there 
is ſuch a great miſchief befallen us, that we 
are by nature rather Dogs, and Bears, and 
Wolves, and Tygars than Men, than holy 
Men as we were created; and that this 
poor Woman did make this uſe of Chrif's 
Doctrin, appears by her reply, Aud ſbe ſaid. 
truth Lord, yet the Dogs eat off the Crumbs 

which fall from their Maſters Table, Mat. 

15. 24,25, 26, 27. Truth Lord. I am more 
like 1 any Brute, than what I ſhould 
be, and by my fin become as the Beaſt which 
periſheth. 1. Ignorant, darkned in my co- 
gitations, profane, alienated from the life 
of God, through the ignorance, that is in 
me. Add to this, Rev.3-17. Where we find 
great blame is caſt upon the Church of La. 
odicea, that ſhe ſaid, She was rich and increa* 
ſed in goods, and needed nothing, and knew nat 
that ſhe was poor, and blind, and wretched, 
(which is the word of my Text.) and naked. 
Did not know this and that: 1. Did noe 
deeply lay to heart, that by nature they were 
corrupt, and in a wretched condition, and 
deſtitute of what-ever ſhould make them 
truly bleſſed, truly rich, and truly wiſe, and 
truly happy; they were vainly puffed up. it 


(12) 


ſeems, with ſome few gifts and parts, and 


not aware of the pravity of all, and of che 
whole that Man is by nature, and therefore 
proud, as otherwiſe could not chooſe bur 
be, as a Peacock of his Feathers, whil'ſt 
he looketh only on his Tail, and not on 
his Legs. 

Secondly, We ſhould be deeply ſenſible 
of natural corruption, in the yaftnels of its 
Beeing, as it is a whole Body, a great, 
and large corporation of all wickedneſs, 
defiling and deſtroying all; ſo was Paul, 
Who ſball deliver me from this Jody, &c. 
If thine eye be evil, the whole Body ſhall be 
_ filled with darkneſs. That is, ſaith the mar- 
gent, If thy affections be corrupt, and pi- 
ven to this World; If a finners iffe&ions 
be naught, Set upon this World, and any 
of the luſts of it, he is under the weight 
and ſlavery of the whole body of corrup- 
tion, Mat. 6. 23. And this doth Chriſt 
preach, to make ſinners ſenfible of the ex · 
tenſive beeing of natural corruption, that 
it is a little leaven which hath leavened the 
whole lump. The Apoſtle was ſenſible of 
natural corruption, as in the beeing of it, 
ſo- in the extenfiveneſs of its beeing, he 
was ſenſible of concupiſcence, that Fire 
which is in che nature to evil, and he was 
ſenſible of the extenfiveneſs of this eyil, 
==» All manner of concu piſcence, Rom. 7. 7, 8. 
I had not known luſt, ſaith the margent, 
1 is,l had not been prickt 

X | ac 
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(13) 
at heart for it, and deeply ſenlible of is, 
but that che convincing power of the Lord 
helped on this work, But fin taking occa- 
ſion by the commandment ſtirred and irri- 
tated this luſt, and ſer all on fire, wroughe 
in me all manner of concupiſcence, that is, 
wicked laſts and heart-bnrnings. Angels 
appeared in white, to ſhew the purity ot 
their na: ure, ſay the Dutch, on Att, r, 10. 
And we ſhould be always in black, in mour- 
ning, to ſhew the impurity of our nature 
in the vaſtneſs of it; for, from the crown 
of the Head to the ſole of the Foot, we 
are nothing but bruiſes and putrifying ſores, 
which are not dre ſſed at all, nor bound up, 
but all open and running, and ſtinking in 
every ones Nofthrils, of which in bodily 
tnatters we are deeply ſenſible, All theſe 
metaphors are made into an allegory, on 
purpoſe to make fallen man ſenſible of the 
extenſiveneſs of his miſery by bis Fall, that 
he is bruiſed all over, in his Head, in his 
Breaſt, in his Legs, from top to bottom, 
no part ſound and incorrupt. The Scrip- 
ture ſpeaketh of being born in fin, and of 
being altogether born in ſin, the one ſpeaketh 
the being of our fallen Rate, of which we 
ſhould be ſenſible, and the other ſpeaketh 
of the vaſtneſs and extenſiyeneſs of the bo- 
ing, of which alſo we ſhould be ſenſible , 
T hou art altogether born in (i, Joh. 9. 34. 
They ſpake truth, though they did it not to 
a good end: Yet the words in themſelves 


(14) 
are true, and have a good ſcope, that we 
might be made ſenfible of our fallen ſtate, 
how grear it is, how great our fall is, 
— it hath bruiſed and putriſied, and ſpot- 
all, 


Thirdly, We ſhould be deeply ſenfible of 
natural corruption, in all the properties of 
it: As, Firſt, The averſneſs of it to all 
good: If natural corruption were a meer 
impotency to all good, ir were not ſo evil. 
But it is an averſation; that a body can 
never go to meal with a ſtomack, how ſen- 
fible is any one of this, as 2 great miſery ? 
This is our caſe ſpiritual, we can never go 
to pray, to hear, co meditate, to any ho- 
ly duty, but our hearts hang off, and hang 
this way and that way, that we 10 to He- 
ven, as if we were going to Hell: Should 
we not be deeply ſenfible of this 7 char we 
are ſtill a filly Dove without heart, to all 
that is heavenly, The poor Marriners were 
very ſenſible, chat they found one in theit 
Ship which untrimmed it, Pen. 1. This 
Man, though a good man, yet when the 
Ship and he toſſed, and like all to be drow- 
ned, he was ſo drowſie that he could not 


hold open his eyes, like the Diſciples of [a 


Chrift, when their Maſter was ready to be 
letxed on, yet were drowſie and could noc 
watch and pray; Should not ſuch an indiſ- 
poſedneſs to good, if the body of death 


1 bad property, deeply be be- 
wailed ? 


F 


(15) 

wailed ? I have heard ſome complain, and 
indeed it ſhould be for a lameneation, that 
ſometimes even in this duty of bearing, 
have not been able to hold open their eyes, 
and yet at all common bufineſs as well a. 
wake as can be. The Church was called 
upon to this and that Divine ducy, and ſhe 
had put off her Coat, and knew not how 
to pur it on; natural corruption hath this 
ill property, never ready, nor dreſſed, and 
fitted to any good, and yet at the ſame time 
ready and dreſſed to any thing char is evil, 
as Wiſe to this, as fooliſh to any thing that 
is good; The natural man, or animal man, 
is a Soul too low ſtill for any matter divine, 
which thing alone, if there were ao other 
evil property in natural corruption, ſhould 
be deeply laid to heart. 


A Second property of natural corrupti- 
on, is peryerſneſs. Fain Man would be wiſe, 
though be be born — —— Joh. 
11. 12. This Z. pake of eb, as ſeeing 
him perverſe, as he thought; but he wes 
right enough as to the thing, chough noe 
as to Job in this matter, Thus we are by 
nature, of no more reaſon than a wilde 
Aſs, and yet as unturnable as that Cres- 
ture. The old Man is proud, and wilful, 
yea pte ſumptuous, yea: of enmity and de- 
ſpight if reſiſted, as Lions and Dra 
are, ſpitting their fome and poiſon as Cie 
in the face of all that contradict. Lis 


= 
(16) 
of Twas, that be became bead. long, Act. 1! 


ar c 18, He was ſo in his life, for he would on 


in his work of betraying Chrift, though 
convinced by Chriſt's own preaching, and 
told to his Face that be ſhould betray him. 
And fo are the ways of corrupt nature car- 
ried head- long: He taketh the wiſe in their 
own craftineſs, and the counſels of the froward 


are carried bead-long, Joh. 5.13. And al! 
this continually,as the Blackamore that can- 
not change his skin; No place better ſets * 


out che bad property of natural corruption, 
then that Gen.6.5. God ſaw that the wicked- 


ne. of wan was great, and that every imagi- 
vation of the thought of his keart was evil, | 
only ewil, and that continually. For ſuch a 


vihble, as well as audible Sermon, as Noah 
preached, of 120 Years long, would furely 


have turned them from their (ins, had chey | 


not been deſperately obftinate, and ſd con: 
tiznally, of which. God was ſenſible, and 
complain d, and was grieved at his heart that 


he made man; And ſhall God ſo much lay 


to heart the depraved ſtate of a man, and 
man himſelf not lay it to heart at all ? 


Fourtbiy, We ſhould be deeply ſenſible 


of natural corruption, in the conſequence | 


of it. It is a boch ef death, a body of thus 


death, that is, it diſpoſeth us to all the 
wrath of God, both in this World, and in 
the World to come. And therefore dot 


the Apoſtle cry out here in my Text, as 


one þ 
— 
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(17) ts 2. 
dne utterly loſt ; O wretched wan that I a; 

Who ſoall deliver me. &c. And they likewiſe. 

who were prickt at heart, by the Apoſtle 

Peters ,preathing, with the ſenſe of cheir 

Goful ſtate, Cryed out, Aden and Brethren; 

What ſhall we do to be ſaved? Which are 

Scriptures of pur poſe, ro ſhew, that we 

ſhould be deeply ſenſible of the evil conſe« 

quence. of corrupt. nature, as it will deſtroy. 

Soul and Body. d& is called a Childe of 

Perdition, and fo are we called Children 

of wrath by nature, that is, ſuch as are net 

under mercy , as the expreſſion is right j 

rendered in the Queens tranſlation, 1 Peg nente. 

2. 10. Now, how are Malefactors affected / 1 

with the conſequence of their evil way, 

when they are going to tho Gallows , eſpe- 

ciglly when they have no hope of mercy} 

when they be not under talk of mercy ind 

pardon, Now, our natural ſtate is death, 

without all mercy; that is the ſentence pro- 

nounced upon it, if the fate fo abide, 4 

carnal ſtate, it is death without all mercy; 

and eyery carnal man ſhould ſpeak of him- 

ſelf, as the Apoſtle Peter doth, as one not 
under mercy, or as one that hath not yet 

obtained mercy; hut lies lyable, as a Priſons . 

er condemned, every hour to Execution: 

I rake it, that their attonement day, ſpokew 

= Of, Levit. 23. 27. Wherein they were to 

affbct their Souls upon pain of death, fad 

Principal reference to their ſtate of fin by 

iture, chat body of fin =— they drought 
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. (18) 
inte the World with them, which expoſe@ 
them, and us all unto deach, and all miſery 
in this World, and that to come: and, if it 
be ſo, then you have the Point in hand pro- 
ved, and the reaſon of it, why we ſhould be 
deeply ſenſible of corrupt nature, as well 
as of all that flowes from it, becauſe God 
commands ir, and commands it upon great 
penalty, pe die for it elſe, unleſs we affli& 
our Souls, under che ſenſe of our fallen 


Hate, and Gods diſpleaſure belonging there- 
unto, that Soul which doth not ſo well die 


for it; their afflicting day wasa day to go 


to che Root, and to caſt alt and ibrine up- 
on the ſpriugs of wicked neſa, which if they 
did not, the wrath ot God ſeized on their 
Roots. Knowing therefore the terror of the | 


Lord, we perſwade Mon, ſaith the Apoſt le, 
2 Cor,$.11. We perſwade Men, To what? 
A»ſw. To look well about them, that they 


be not found in their carnal ſtate, when | 
Chrift cometh to Judgment : So that the 


deepeſt ſenſe of this thing ſhould be upon 


us that can podiibly be, as: if we were now 
going before. the Judgment of quick and 
dead, and all in our fins: or as if we were 
going to the Wedding of 2 great Prince, 
and had not one rag on our backs, to cover 


eur nakedne ſa. 


Learn from hence, that if we ſhould be 
lenſible of natural corruption, then of all 


actual tranſgreſſions, which are but as 
ä ſtreams 
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Areims from this Fountain. If ws thoutd 
mourn over the evil Womb, chen over all 
the evils, which this V Vomb brings fort, 
And yet what twins and what tens, and 


what great man- ſins and provocations,doth 


chis evil VVomb bring fotth. every where 
at chis day, and ex who laysto heart either 
Mocher or Children? I htarknid and heard, 
but they pale wet aright; no Man repented 
him of his wickedntſs, ſaying, What have I 
dine every one turns to his evdrſe, 44 the 
Horſe ruſheth into the Battel, Jer. 8. 6, 


Woe, and alas, how much are the moſt 
liberal reproved, who are paſt feeling, 12 
to both natural cotruption, and all actu: 
tranſgreſſions, yea even the foiwleft and 
greateſt, Giving themſelves over to laſcivi- 
enſneſs, to work, all iniquity with greedine ſt 
and drink in all abominations, as the Fi 
doth Water, So far from ſenſe of all ſin, 
either in the heatr, or in the life, chat all 
ſuch frame of ſpirit is ſcoffed at: If a man 
do bur caſt the leaſt diſcountenance on the 
gr eateſt lin What? you are a Phanatick, 
and ready, as Swine, to turn and tear, and 
tent ſuch, as caſt ſuch Pearls before them, 
as wholeſome and ſeaſomable reproofs 2 and 


| are as the wilde Aſs chat ſnuffeth up the 
wind, and in the heat of her luſt cannot 


be turned a-C»y, Febris accedit, the mad 
Feavour will and muſt have its courſe , 
though Heaven or Hell bear upoh break» 


2 2 ing 
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(20) 
ing off, or going on. They ſay in the pride 
and ſtoutneſs of their hearts, to morrow 
ſhall be as this day, and much more a bun- 
dant. To talk of a body ef death, Lord, 
what ſtrar ge language would this be now 
adays, and if à Man ſhould chance to figb, 
as the Apoſtſe, O wretched man that I am, 
What will become of me ? that Helliſh cor- 
dial, I doubt, would be readily adminiſtred, 
God dam- me, thou wilt do well enough, 


fach a Cod -· Never was it ſuch a God - daring time for 


damning 


wickedneſs, for many Ages ſurely, as this, 


tine, as per- Men have made their hearts as an Ada- 


fons pay, 
Fu will 
be full = 
Souls in- 
died, 


mant, that they may not repent: and ſear- 
ed their Conſcĩences with a hot Iron, thas 
they may be ſin· proof, ani not fall before | 
the greateſt wickedneſs, nor the greateſt 
judgment of God. That capital curſe, I 
fear, is inflicted on many, of judicial hard- 
neſs of heart, 1/a. 6. 10, 11, 12. Make the 
heart of this People fat, and their cars heavy, 
and ſbut their ejer, left they ſee with their 
ejes, and hear with their eare s, and underſtand 
with their hearts, and convert and be healed: | 

Then I ſaid, Led, how leng ? and be - 

ſwered. till the Cities be waſted without Inha* © 
bitants, and the Houſes without Men andthe | © 


Land be utterly deſolate, and the Lord have 
removed Men far away, and there be a great 


forſaking, in the midſt of the Land. This will 


be a ſtrong reproot indeed, if this ſhonld * 
be the reproof upon us, and yet very | 
pleaſing, 


Ta 


(ar) 


Try your ſelves by this Doctrine; Are Uſe 3. 


ou deeply ſenſible of natural corruption: 
if ſo, then it is your only burden. Of all 
perils and diftreffes (though Paw! had many) 
did the Apoſtle complain, as here of the 
Body of Death. Do you any where read 
him ſay, O wretched man, that I am, I am 
poor, I am in Priſon, Who ſhall deliyer me 
one of theſe ſad conditions? Alas, he made 
nothing of hunger of nakedneſs,v ſtripes, 
of deaths oft, bur gloried in them. Bur che 
body of this death that made him fetch deep 
fiobs, 0 wretthed man that I am, be never 
called bimſelf fo for any bodily evikwhar'o: 
ever; The J/ratlires were enjoyn'd, when 
they came with their firft fruits, to make 
n ſolemn confeſſion of their great unwor- 
thineſs, of God's great bounty and good- 
neſs; A Syrian ready to periſh was my. F. 
ther, and he went down into Epypt; and [1+ 
journed there with a ſew, Deut. 2 0,5. It you 
be deeply ferfible, then this is the ällay in 
all. your glory till, in all your mirth, this 
is the Pale that comes oyer your heart, 
that makes ic ſad; what, awretth ready to 
petiſtrcame I into this holy and good Land 
And, why ſhould ſuch a dead Dog as I be 
treated thus with grace, which abufe all 
that is beſtowed on me. Thus you look 
back to the hole of the Pit, out of which 
digged daily, and figh, if deeply ſenſible. 


Secondly, If you be deeply ſenfible of na- 
C 3 tural 


2. 


1 


(22) 
tural corruption, then are you very vile in 
your own eyes; I am more yile,ſaith Ag 
than any man, David calls himſelf a Bealh, 
— the Canani _ 4 0 6 rap leltto 
be 4 - and 1 called her: 
N Togd, a Monſter, no doubt ſhe 
would have owned it; If 1 v me with 
Snow water, and make me never ſo clean, jet 
ſoak thoy plunge me in the ditch,ang mine way 
cleaths ſhalt abhor me, 7ob g. 31, If ye be 
indeed ſenſible of your naughty ſtate by na- 
ture, ye are Perſons of low eyes, ye think 
the Cloaths ye wear tog good for you, be- 
cauſe ye defile them; the Meat you cat too 
good for you, becauſe to the unclęan, all 
things are unclean ; and che Earth tag 
good to bear you, becauſe you are ſuch # 
great load of filch, ſuch a going Dunghill, 
If ye be indeed. ſenſible of natural cor; 
ruption, . ye are poor in Spirit, unworthy 

that Sbriſt or any good ing ſhould co 
under your root; This Apolite means all 
this, when he calls himſelf a wretch, la- 
bouring under a Body of Death. The Le- 
per under the Law, and the Perſon with a 
unning Iſſue, how low, and loathſome 
were they in their own eyes, loath. and a- 
ſhached to come neer, nay to come in fight 
of any one. A 


Thirdly, It ye be deeply ſenſible of na: 
tural corruption, then ye are as this Apo- 
ſtle in my Text, at an utter loſs in your 
| | ſeives, 


(23) 
ſelves, what to do for deliverance, from 
the guilt and power of it. O wrerebed men 
that I aw, Who fall deliver we; L am ut 
terly co ſeek to ſave my ſelf, ſb is all the 
Creation. I cannot deliver my ſelf, and 
who of all the Creatures of Gad, in Hea- 
ven or in Farth, that can deliver me? To 
which of the Saints or Angels ſhall Leatn ? 
So the Prophet Iſaiab ſaw himſelf at an 
utter loſs, upon the ſenſe of his vile condi- 
tion. Then ſaid I, woe ts me, for I am undone; 
becanſe I ans a man of wncltan lips, Iſa. &. 5. 
He ſaw no way but one with him; 7 aw 
cut. off ! So is the reading in the Margent ; 
J am gone and loft utterly now, the holy 
Cod hath feen what an unboly wretch 1 
am, he hath got a view of me, and a ſent 
of me, and ſurely he will think on it for e- 
very, what an ugly ſight be ſaw, and what a 
filthy mel he ſmete Do you fect your 
ſelves, und one. by fin? dy reaſom of this 
Running Iſſue, and that in your nature: 
Are pe à burden to your ſelves, becauſe a 
burden and grief to the Hay Spirit of 
God ? Or, are you not clean: and pure in 
your own eyes, and cock fure ye ſhall go 
to Heayen when you dic, you have lived. 
weil amongſt aH your neighhours, and 
have done ſo much good, and every one 
ſpeaks ſo weltof you? Can ſuch a ſtate do 
amils ? Our Saviour ſaich, che whole need 
no Phyſician, and that he came to ſave loſt 
ones, ſuch who are fo deeply poſſeſſed, with 
9 © ha the 
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the ſigne and fenſe of their ſinful Rate by 
nature, and life and converſation, that they 
cty our, Who will deliver me, wretched me? 
moſt finful and forlorne me? Iſaac was at 
a loſs' for an Offering, and doubtleſs 
thought at laſt that he muſt be burnt. 


Fourthly , If ye be deeply ſenfible of 
the body of death, then ye priſe deliver- 
ance from it, above all this World. Naamas 
the Syrian, how he priſed any Perſon or 
means, that could cure bis Leproſie! And 
the Man-ſlayer, how he prized; and purſued 
the City of refuge: And, what would not 
one of thoſe purſued Man-flayers have gi- 
ven, for but one Foot within the Gate of 
the City ot refuge ! To them that are un- 
der the deep ſenſe of ſin, the Redeemer 
that is come trom Zion, to tn away un ged. 
lineſs from Jacob; is very precious, O how 
precious was Chriſt, to this Apoſtle, which 
my Text mentioneth, as yoairead inthe 
next Verſe. O wretched Man that I am 
Who ſball deliver me? I thank God through 
Pale Chriſt: As « Man almoſt drowned, 

aving ſome one that can ſwim, leaping in, 
and taking bold ob him; O how doth he 
thank God for this friend l The Apoſtle 
Paul being deeply ſenſible of his wretched 
Rate by nature, did ſo eſteem!Chrift, that 
the truth is, be eſteem d all elſe, in'compas-. 
riſon. but as dung and drofs "Nebachedurter 
which was brought as a'Beaſt from grabs, 
* „ Dd. 5 ac from 
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65) | 
from eree ping upon all four ; O how he 
magnitied the true God for a while ! So 
doth chat ſinner magnifie and 'extoll Chriſt, 
chat is brouglit from crawling, like à Toad 
upon all four, in the falth and poiſon of his 
natural corrupt on, The black crabbed Tree 
F the Croſs hath made Chriſt and my Soul 
very entire, ({aith'Mt, Rutherford) He is my 
Song in the Night : So I ſay, the black 
Crab-ſtock of natural corruption, maketh 
Chrift and that ſinner very dear aud entire. 
and his Song in dark Night, who is in the 
pains and travels of natural corruption. 
The Fountain open for ſin and for unclean - 
neſs, is very precious to that Leper, which 
indeed, and from his heart, cryeth out un- 
clean. 


hortation: Be at this practile with this A- 
poſtle, of panting and groaning under the 
Body of Death, when the poor Woman 
$ wich the Bloody Iſſue ſaw, that the was 

not hid, ſhe came trembſing to Chrif, Luk; 
8. 47. and confeſſel her condition, and 
how long it had been ſo with her, and what 
ineffectual means: ſhe had uſfed, and pet 
waſted all on them: Though your corrupt 
natute be hid from the eyes df men, and 
from your own eyes much, to much, yet not 
in thus leaſt hid from the eyes of F,; 
nnd chereſore come ttemhling to him, and 
Ycontcls all your yiteneſſ to him as far as you 


are 


Dan. 4. 
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The laſt Uſe of this Dodtrin is for EA. Tſi 4: 


; (26) 
are able F but alas, what « hard tack do 1 
mention 1) and how long you have layne 


in this forlorne ſtate, and do as Beggars by 


Tai. 1. 


the High- ways fides, pull off all Plaifters 
from every ſoar, and take heed of hiding 
any fin wich Fig- leaves, as your Father 4+ 
dam, let the great Phyfician ſee and know 
all, every putrefied ſoar, that is not hound 
up, nor mollined with oynement ; and wha 
knowet h but his eye may move his heart to 
Wards you, to pity: you, and to pley the 
good Sawaritan, and co dreſs your filthy 
{ouls and ſoars,and to anoiat them and mol. 
like them. This I think is the meaning of 
the Prophet, Iſa. 42. 18. Hear ye deaf, and 
lock ye blinde that ye may. ert. 


This is a proper work for eyery finner to 


be at, to bleed and moutu inwardly for the 


Fountais of fia that is n him. and to be. 
wail the many ſprings.of wickedneſs which 


boil up bad matters Night and Day in hi 
Foul, to the grieving of the Holy Spirit; 
Hearkgy to me he that follow after rightrauſ« | 
8/6, J that ſeek the Bord, lock to the mt 


whence. ye were bewen, & to the bolt of the Pit 


whenes ye we digged; meaning Abraum, 


who was an Idolater; and dead ia ereſpal. 


ſes and figs, as well as athers. The Body: * 
of Death. in the hole of the Pit, ont of: | 


which: cometh all the Frogs and Laruſts, 
which rewe and ſwarm in your lives, 


Many 2 demailing this _ 5 
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27 
and throughly,as they ſhoutd; build a brave 
Houſe to look on, but on the Sand, which 
with ſtorms fallech, and the fall thereot is 
great» The time of loſs is to he loakr into 
3nd conſidered. Damui dati tempw inflict 
tur. And how old is our loſs af God's I- 
mage? How inveterate is our wound? How 
old is the old Man? as old as Methaſalab ? 
The old man came igto the World wich 
you, and a Miracle it is, that it had not 
with its great weight, ke 8 Mill- tone a- 
hgut your Necks, preſſed you ta q eus place 
long ago; yea, the old man came into the 
World, with chis world that now is, and 
with the other world that is. drowned, and 
it will bring this to the Fue at laſt, and 
from burnipg to burning; it is very proper 
work to be. caſting tears upon ſuch ſparks, 
as will burn to tho loweſt Hill. | 
Secavaty,, 'Tis: needful work » thus ; ro 
know every Man, che Plague. af: bis own 
heart. To know it, chat is to figb an gra 


J under it, as bere the Apoſtie Bas duch 


Daniel had received that ſad Viſion 


of Nebachadnezer's ruin, the Iopping down 


ok that tal Tres hic reached:to Heaven, 
and the fad condition of a beaſt which he 


was to be cal} into Daniel remained ſpeech- 
less for one hour, and his thoughry troubled 
him, and be. was. not able ta fagia 
the King, but lighed and lockt ſad; Bu. 
4 19. Aud, an hour more (it may be) he 
would have ſtood fgd and ſqgbing Ware 
1 0 
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the King and filent, if the King bad not 
forced matter from him. And this carriage 
was very need ful to ſer home things upon 
the King's heart, and to make him look #- 
bout him well. And would I could ſo preach 
to all you this Day, and in this place, who 
are in your natural condition, It I were ſi · 
Jent now for one hour more, and did anly 
figh over all you carnal and unregenerate 
Men and Women, and look ſad, and ſome» 


times mourn, would it not be very needſul, 


as hearts are now heardened, well and deep- 
ly to affet you? Certainly it would fo 
make you look about you well; before the 
great Lopper death come. Tis very need 
ſul work for you and me to be at, this oft · 
bewailing our fallen ſtare, and the body of 
this death, becauſe we are become as Nebs: 
cbaduc x ar by his fall : Beaſts that periſh, e- 
ven we that were in honour, in higher ho: 
nour than Xebachaduizar was before his 
fall. We are become a8 Besſts in ſome re- 
ſpe&s, and much worſe than Beaſts in other 


reſpects, We are in this ſtate without C, 


aliens from the Common- wealth of Iſracl, 


ſtrangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, 


having no hope, and without God in the 
World, which he calls upon every one to 


remember, Epbeſi 2. 11, 12. Wherefore re- 
member that ye in times paſt were thus and 


thus, &c. | 


T hird'y, This is to go to the Root of 
our Diſcaſe,to lay an Axe to the Root. The 
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Apoſtle was wiſe, when he fell apon the 
main body of wickedneſs in him. Sen of may 
Cauſe Jeruſalem to know ber abominations, 
and ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord God unto all 
Ferwuſalem, thy Birth and «am 1 of 
the Land of Canaan, thy Father was an Am- 
rite, and thy Mother an Hittite, and thy Na- 
vel was not cut ner ſalted, &c. Exek.16.2,3» 
You cannot know your abominations, as 
you ſhould, that is, be affected wich them, 


. as you ſhould, unleſs you look to the Roor, 


from whence they all ſpring, and fix your 
eyes and your hearts there well, according 
to this wholeſome inſtruction ot the Lord. 
We are by nature Amorites and Hittites, as 
wilde as any, Children of wrath as well as 
others, and in us: (5.e.)In our nature dwel- 
leth no good, but the ſeeds of all wicked- 
neſs, and until we thus go to the bottom, 
we da in our humiliations but skin over 
ſoares,and not ſearch and clcanſe them well. 
This, this Apoſtle calleth for, 1 Cor. 5, 7. 
Purge out therefore the eld leaven ; what a 
deal a-do there was to ſearch out leaven, 
and to get totally rid of it; among the Jews 
much is ſaid of it: the Apoſtle would have 
us as induſtrious about corrupt nature, 
which he calleth old leaven, in all our hu» 
miliations, wherein there ſhould be ſoul-ex- 
aminations, that we ſhould fall cloſe upon 
our evil hearts and ſtate wichin; and ſmite 
upon them, and cry out much upon them. 
Damm days canſam, damm ipſum 2 

videtay, 
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ider. The old leaven, is the cauſe of all 
the ſins and miſeries we daily fall into; 
T his, thi therefore we ſhoul eſpecially be- 
wail, and labour about, to pluck up the 

root of bitterneſs. 

Foxrthly, There is no dealing with an 

* aQuat fin, without effectual dealing with 
the body of (in. To go to laye 4 Pool, and 
not firſt to deal with che Spring, as it is 
Woliſh, ſo it is an endleſs work, How can 
4 can thing come out of an unclean ? If 
the heart remain (till filthy, How is it poſ- 
fible to make the life holy ? Hence it is 
that the heatt is ſo much called for ro be 
cleanted, and that finck to be well lookt 
after, becauſe there is the ſeat of natura 
pravity, and che very Core of all corruption. 
Cut off branches, as you would lop a Tree, 
cut them off all, and leave the roots through 
the ſent of mud they will grow, as Job ſaith; 
every occaſion and tempration, 10 long as 
the nature remains unrenewed and unlookt 
to; will make ſin break out afreſh, and the 
Dog will return to his own yomit. The 
Queeps Daugbter is therefore called upon, 
to forget ber Father's Heuſe, or elſe ſhe 
would de hankering to be there again. They 
which came ont of Egyp# in body, and did 
not come out ſpiricually, as to their ſouls, 
how unſteadfaſt were they and their righte- 
ouſnels, as the morning dew, and in their 
hearts went batk again to Egype, If any H 
ratlite having taken in War a Heather WO. 
an, 
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man, and beautiful, that he had a defire to 
marty, he was firſt co bring her home to his 
Houſe, and ſhave her Head, and pare het 
Nails, and was to put off the raiment of her 
captivity, and then ſhe was to bewail her 
Father and her Mother a full Moneth, & c. 
That is, her Heatheniſh ſtate wherein born 
and bred, ſhe was to bewail, and taught by 
this paring of her Nails, and changing the 
Raiment of her Captivity, to look after de- 
liverance from her inward captivity, and for 
4 new fate, a Hew Father and Mother, and 
all new, her hands, yea her very Nails; 
and all this but little enough to make her 
forget her Father's Houſe, and to forſake 
old haunts, and cuſtoms, and ways. Who 
knoweth not, but that Nails and Hairs, and 
fuch excrements are moſt apt and ready to 
you again; and yet not more apt and rea- 
y than fin is, though pared and ſhaved, 


it it be not dealt throughly with, in the 


heart, and in the root. 

Finally, Without this deep ſenſe of our 
natural condition, CbriF will not be preci- 
ous to us, nor indeed defirable, who is the 
only Phyfician for this great cure: We ſhall 
be righteous in our own eyes, as the Pha- 
riſee,and not care for any righteouſneſs elſe, 
but our own, though we may talk of faith, 
and of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as many 
Chriſtians do. We ſhall be as Country · peo- 
ple, which are whole'as a Fiſh, and laught 
at all Phyſicians, Till che Apoſtle Paul was 

8 ſmitten 
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{nicten down from Heaven, and his eyes o- 
pened, to ſee this body of death, of which 
be complains in my Text, he was alive and 
brisk,and who but he, for a holy and a hap- 
py man, But when the Commandement 
came in Anthority upon him; which be 
thought be had perfectly kept, (in revived; 
and he died. Tis the poor, and blind, and 
wretched, and naked, that Chriſt counſels 
to come and buy of him Eye · ſalve, and Gat- 
ments to cover their nakedneſs, Rev. 3. 17, 
18. As we are Proſelites, (ie.) Comers to 
Cbriſt, ſo we are cured of our ſpiritual Le- 
proſie, and ſuch Proſelites we will never 
be, but as we ſee and ſeel our loſt ſtate by 
pature, and our great neceſſity of him, Who 
looks after the things which they do not 
need ? He, he that thirfteth, &c. and ſuch 
will priſe Milk and Water. I canner get 4 
Houſe in thu Town, wherein to leave drink- 
Iyer in my Maſters name, ſaith Mr. Ruther- 
ord, There ts uo ſale ſor Chriſt in the north; 
(meaning at Aberdren) he u like to lie long 
zn my band, ere any accept him. Thus it is, 
with all unſenſible and unheart- broken ſin- 
ners, though at the brink of Hell, yet will 
not come unto Chriſt, that they may be ſa- 
* from their fans, and from the writhꝭ ol 
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7 Rom, vii. xxv. 
I thank God through Peſt Chrift 
7 Our Lor d. 


; Rom. vii. xxv. 
thank God through eſut 
Gt our ae 


Heſe words art an Anſwer 
p to « ſad Queſtion: che 
Queſtion is in the words, 
foregoing, — ho f 
22 = delrver me from the body of 
; E | thi death v.24. That is, 
from natural corruption, the guilt and tha 
dominion and Power of it: This Apoſtle 
2 was at an utter loſs in himſelf, and as to all 
+ vthers,and then God revealed ah able Phy- 
Seien to him, as theſe words of my I 
Fel uu. —1 thank Cad, throwgh Jeſa Chri 
r Lord, * r 
Ebrift A revealed to Sinners, which difþair 
re 


all belp in themſelves , or in any other 
ill chaok 
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fd ſpeaketh, of a ſorrow that hath no eyes. 
This Apoſtle's ſorrow was ſuch, ſor a time. 
Wretched man that I am,wko ſpall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? He knew not of 
any delive er, and then God became eyes 
to the blind, and helped che ſorrowful fin. 
ner, and the blind finner to eyes, to fee & 
Saviour, and an All-fufficienc one.--- 1 thank 
God, through Feſua Chriſt our Lord. 

When Iſaac was at a loſs for an offering, 
and Abrabam alſo, when the ſorrow of both 
had no eyes, God was fight ard help to 
them both, Here is the wood. but where 
is the Sacrifice, i. e. One to die ? My Sen, 
Ged will provide. And he did ſo. Doxatum 
nen petit um grating eſt, ſaich the Civilian, 
A gift not asked, is the maſt_free. So did 
God provide that offering for Iſaac, and 6 
did he provide this offering for this Apo- 
ſtle, and wretched Man, 1 5 doth 
every wretched Manwhich HM the benef 
of him, he is Donat um von NH, to eve; 
ry fallen Son of Adam, time is raiſed by 
_ He was feurd of him that asked net after 

im. 


Secondly, This may be ſurther obſerved 


in theſe words, That God dbth nit barely ſhew | | 


ws the means of our, good, the proper means of | 

our Soul goed, but 40 4 to make effeflual | 

uſe of them to that end. If I ſhould para- 

phraſe upon this Text, it would be to chis 

effect. Wreiched man, I am burdened much 

wich « bly of fix ak it, vit f 
| 8. ; 
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that I think, oft. it will one time ur other fink 
me to the loweſt Hell, and 1 am 4 bripleſs as 
Yo all thers, as im pot ent and miſerable in my 
[elf. o dixbly wretched man that 1 am, and 
aw like to be, who will, bo can deliver me ? 
Tet. 1 have fome help ſhewed to me I Der, 
Gad, but us bady elſe. ht hath in my blinde an 
wretched conditiin, ſhewed me an able Phyſs- 
cian, by name. {eſus Chriſt our Lord, anoint- 
td and allowed under his own band, to help ill 
ſuch wretched Creatures ds 1 am, and br dorh 
enable me to make uſe of bim 10 my burdened 
Sowls eaſe and reſt. This Scripture and ſuch” 
like ſhew; that there is full and eflectual re- 
lief for all burdened ſinners, who are ready 
fo fink under che burden of their fin and 
miſery, * ! 


The Do@rin which 1 obſerye to proſe- 
ente from cheſe words, is this, That CH‚N 
1s the proper remedy of natural corruption. I 
thank God through peſis 922 Kc. He 
whom God. the Father hath ſealed, ſancti- 
fied; and ſent into this World for this end, 
to Cure natural ecrrup ion, ĩs, %% Chriff 


our Lord, as the Apoſtle ber calls him. T 


Spirit of the Lord God is r, berun b 
bath anoigred we ts preach tidings unto 


the meth... bi barb ſeut m nd Bvl ap the bro. 


ken bearttd. to proc leim liberty into the C aps 


tives, and the opening of the Priſm to them 


that ave hum, Ha. 61.1. By Caprives,and 
ſuch as are in Prilon, is meant ſinners in 
1 their 
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their unregenerated condition, who are 
under the power and ſlavery of fin, and car- 
ried Captive by the evil one at his will, and 
by broken hearted and poor, he means ſuch 
as are deeply affected and aMiRed with the 
body of death, natural corruption, in the 
gail and pollution of it; theſe is Chi 
anointed with the Spirit of the Lord, 10 
relieye and belp, co bind them up, and all 
their wounds and putrified ſoares, and to 
heal them ; and co preach liberty to them, 
and to bring them into the glorious liberty 
of che Sons of God; and ſuch as are ſhut 
up under the power of fin and Satan,as in a 
Priſon, to break down theſe ſtrong holds, 
apq.co open the everlaſting Doors to him- 
ſelf, the King of Glory, to make a Priſon a 
Palace, a Slave a Son, and Heir with him 

of all; wich this compare, 1/a. 32. 2. And 
4294» ſbal l be a hiding place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempeſt, as Rivers of 
We ater in 4 dry place, as the ſhadow of 4 great 
Rock in 4 weary Land, and the ever of them 
that ſee ſhall not be dim, and the cares of 
them that bear (hall hearken, the heart alſo 7 

the raſh ſhall under ſtand knowlrdge, and t 
Tongue of the. ſtammerer ſoall . ready to 
Peek nh. Men in their natutal condi- 
cion may be in a talmʒ as long gx the Rrrong 

Man ruleth, all is at peace; but theſe wi 
be in a tempeſt, and a terrible one, firſt or 
laſt, when their Conſciences come to be 
convinced, as the Apoliles here was, N 
F 


= 


then who is able ? and who is aj o 


allay theſe ſtorma ? To this the Prophet 
——ů— Al be a hiding place, 


and a covert from wind and rain: but, ſon 
Man, that he is alſo God, or elſe he could 
do nothing at theſe winds and ſtorms. That 
theſe things are thus ſpiritually to be under» 
ſtood, appears by the next words, v. 3, 4. 
And the ches of them that ſee ſhall not be 
dim, &c. So that it means heart-ſtorms 
and tempeſt, and heart - help, and Chrif 
God- Man, that is to be the helper, and che 
great Covert in theſe ſtorms and tempeſts, 
and the great Rock for ſhade, where the 
poor Soul is ſo ſcorched with the heat of 
God's wrath, chat he is ready to faint and 
die. Blindneſs, and deafneſs, and raſhneſs, 
they all ſpeak one thing, the ill Rate we are 
in by nature, blind, deaf, dumb, and yet 
rath, and mad, and confident. enough, and 
the Man hriſ im, who is called Emannel 
God with us, he is the appointed eurer of all 
theſe Maladies. 1 


This is a proof of the Point in hand in 
gue z; 1 will deſcend to particulars of 
fallen ſtare, and ſhew you that Chriſt is 
the appointed and proper remedy,of all the 
diſenſes of our Souls. There ate three 
things complain'd of, and fappoſed, in the 
Apoſties complaint in my Text, one is a ho- 
dy of death, that is, our natural depraved 
ſtare, which is the filth of fin, 
D 4 Seceudly, 


I, 


ry . . 
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Sereinlly,. He complains of the Budy of 
this Death, that is, the obligation of fin, 
i che wrach of God, temporal and eternal, 
Which we.call che guilt oſ ſin: Theſe two 
are expreſſed in his complaint. Now there 
is à chird thing ſuppoſed, in theſe com- 
plaints of a bad Rate, which is, that he 
would fain have 4 better, or elſe he would 
not haye complained of this, no more than 
other unregenerated Sinners do. Now as 
$0 all theſe three, Chriſt is the proper and 

appointed remedy and relief, of miſerable 

and wretched Man. | 


Firſt, As to the Body of: Neath, (i e.) ag 
to the ſi th of fin, the depravation of our 
nature, of which I ſpake in the other Set. 
mon, Chriſt is the remedy of this, root ani 
branch; lee Iſa. 51-9, 10; J1+ Awake, . 
wake, put on ftrength, O Arm of the Lord; 
Awake Ati the ancient . in the Genera- 
ion of old, Art thou not it that bath cut Ra- 
hab ? and wounded the Dragon ; Art thow not: 
it which haſt dryed up the Sea, and the Wa. 
ters of the great deep, that baſt madt The 
depths of the Sta 4 way for. the tanſomed to 
paſs over? Therefore the redeewed of the Lard, 
ſhall return and come with ſinging unto Zion: 
and everlaſting jay ſvall, be u pan their bead, 
and they ſpall obtain gladueſs and joy, and ſore 

row and monrning ſpall flee away. Now, put 
all theſe borrowed words into plain Exgliſb, 
and what deep mult chis mean, the drying 
up 
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up of which mokerh the way to u Ubere 32 


everlaſting joy is obtained > This deep muſt 
neceſſarily mean, the bottomleſs Gulf of 
natural corruption, ſhadowed fitly by the 
deep, that hath in many parts no bottom; 
and as Chriſt was be that went before our 
Fathers, and dtʒ ed up that deep Sea, and 
made it a way tq go through to ion and to 
che holy Land: So it is he that dryeth up 
the deep Sea of fin in our nature, and fo 
maketh way to the holy ſtate. and the holy 
Church the true Z ian, in which is everlaſt- 
ing jay. Now toraſmuch, as corrupt na» 
ture, yuts forth under ſome chief head and 
grand luſt, which is as King to all the Ch l- 
dren of pride, as Pharach and his Princes to 
allbthe Body of >Zgype.; Who fighteth a- 
gain(t — An{. Chriſt: Hes remedy 
tor root and branch of the Body of Death. 
Art mot thin it which hath cut Rabab, and 
wonnded the bea of the Dragon 7 The Pro- 
phet ſpeakerh+Rtill: in alluſion to Pharaoh, 
and his Prints vhich he calls, Crokadile, 
or Dragon, chat is, a Sea-Dropon, where- 
wich Egypt abourided. This Sea of natural 
cortuption-hath ſome Sea-Dragons, great 
| Soul-devonring\Monfters ſwimming and 
| playing ia it; And, who deals with-theſe ? 
Anſ. He that dries up the deep, that is, 
Chriſt. Art mor thun be that hath-cut Rahab, 
and weunded the bead of the Dragon o This 
Text leadeth us by the hand; co that firſt 
promiſe made to dam. The Seed of ih 


omas 


y - i 
* 


3 


wy (49) 
Wold break the Serpents bead; which 
means our ſtate of fin, as headed and orga- 
niſed by Satan, through any particular pre- 
, Vailing laſt whatſoever, our ſtate ot ſin i 
there ſpoken of, as headed by Satan, who 
organiſeth the old man, as Chrift doth the 
new. And this ſurely is that great ſlaugb- 
ter, and the Towers falling, which the Pro» 
phet eſpecially pointeth ar, upon the fall 
of which, the light of the Moon becometh 
as the light of the Sun, and the light of cha 
Sun as ſeven days, I/ a. 30. 26. For he ſaich, 
they ſhall be truly penicenc, and caſt away 
their Idols, ie. their deareſt luis, as 4 men · 
ſir exe cloath,; ſaying, Get ye hence, verl.23, 
And the flaughters of all our Idols, and the 
Mould wherein they are\.caft,\to wit, our 
corrupt nature, theſe are the great flaugts 
ters, and high imaginations, and proud af< 
fections boiling over, yet ſubdued, theſe ate 
the high Towers and ſtrong Holds falling, 
Ie was Chroft chat ſaid to Man and Woman, 
Let them have dominion owerethe Fiſb in the 
Sea, and Fomlr in the Heatset, and over all 
rhe Works of God's hands. S0 it is Chriſt chat 
ſaith co fallen man, let him have dominion 
over (in, and Satan that leads it, let it be by 


what cunning ſtrong temptation ſoever, let 


him rule over the Devil, and all the works 

5 his hands, and let him put all under his 
cet. 

i\Secondly, As to the body of this death, 


i. e. as to che gullt of (in, that whereby as * 
* 91 14 
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- JW | 
41 eſſor of God's will, Ms 
a page to the Judgment of the gies 
y, to Eternal wrath and condemnation ; 
Chriſt is che p remedy 3s to this allo, 
to capcil every bond and hand- writing of 
the Law and Conſclence againſt us, and to 
make us ſtand ſpotleſs, heſore the Throne of 
the great and moſt Holy God: Se Zeeb. 
13. 1. Is that Day there ſhall be Foumt ain 
your ta the Howſe of David, and, to the [uhar 
ant; of Jeraſalew, for þ Gre wy yd | 
neſs, By fin is meant guilt, which Chriſt ta- 
keth away by his blood; and ugcleanneſs, 
means the ich of our corrupt n 
clriß pargeth by k his Spirit, which is a Spi- 
rit ef and Burning : Of 1 have 
Calden inthe lad bead I was: upon , I have 
now only to ſhew you, chat CH cureth rhe 
body of +1 his deazb, that is, the guile which 
we continually contract by our corrupt 
ſtate, and the obligation which this makerb 
to the.wrath of God, both in this 22 
and in the World to come. and ſe 
fayqur above. That Chrift doch this For 
fallen Man; ſee Dex, 9. 24 Seventy v 
are determined wpon thy People, thy 
holy .City, to fig the tranſgrefſnny and, to 
mae an end fin, and ts make 2 
for iniquity, and to bring in ever laſting rig 
22 and to ſeal up the Viſio and 41 Fre 
pheſie, c. And ts anvine the weſt Holy, bee 
By che 2 rax/grefſiog here mentioned, is 
meane, 
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the Jews killing of Chriff, and wiſh: 
ing bis blood upon them, ad by ſtating a 
the Vi ſen, and the Prophefie, means tie ac 
compliſhivg of what God had ſhewed this 
Prophet, and other Prophets, concerning 
the Incarnation and death of Chrif. * At 
ſuch a time he ſhafſ- come in Man's nature, 
and ut ſucłra time he ſhall die, and by his 
death make an end of wickedneſs, that is, 
as to the reigning power of it, and a to 
the obliging power of it: For, as if this 
Prophet had ſaid, He ſhall by his death ſa- 
tisfie the-Juſtice of God, and dying as ſach 
a ſpotleſs Lamb and Sacrifice, as one that 
bach fulfilled all God's wills, 25 one indeed 
after his dn heart, be ſhall impure all this 
as theirs who ſhall believe on him; end fo 
procute their pardon;'the'fayour of God, 
and an everlaſting righteouſneſs, and well. 
pleafitiyrieſs before God, and ſo make an 

end of guilt utterly, that if it be fonphe Tor, 
it Mill nd where be found. The Apoſtle 

Petey alſoconfirmertithis chat Chriſt-curerh 

he body of this death; 5. e the puilt of fin; 

or Chriſt ſuffered oncr for fin, the Pulft-fur 

tht injurſt,” that he might bring nw" to Gol, 

T Per 3312. That he might bring u te God: 


bring us into fayour with Gad. 


5: Tidy, It is ſuppoſed by the complaint 
of this wretched ſtars,” that the —_— 
wou 


x 


thut is, That he might reconcile us to, and 
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(43) 
would baye a better : His complaint of 
and depravation, and the loſs of God's I. 
mage, ſuppoſeth that he would have holi- 
neſs, and God's Image loſt, reſtored : now 
a5 to this alſo, Chriſt is the proper remedy, 
as to deſtroy the old Man, fo to reſtore the 
new as it is he that binde> the ſtrong man, 
and ſpoileth all his goods, ſo ic is he that 
creates the new man, which after God is 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 
He that ſanctiſ eih, and they that are ſaudli- 
fied, are all one, for which cauſe he i not 4+ 
ſhamed to call them Brethren, Heb. 2. 11. 
He it is that ſanct fieth, and we are they 
which are ſanRified, and all this is of one; 
by the ſame Blood and Spirit by which as 
ſuch an undertaker of our (in, be ſanctiſied 
himſelf,by the merit and efficacy of the ſame 
he ſanRiketh us who are not ſinners meerly 
by imputation and deputation, as be was, 
but inherently, Chriſt's Blood and Spirit is 
the Laver of regeneration, and the Fullers 
Soap that waketh us whice, and changeth 
our black-more skin. The Earth was wich- 


+ out form, and vo d. I tabu, baba, ] and 


the Spirit of Chrift fluttered upon it, and 
brought it in a little time to ſuch a glorious 
new thing, than what ic was in its firſt 
Creation. So it is the ſame Spirit of Chrifh, 
Car fluttereth upon our Souls, which by 
nature are ano her Chaos, and maketh them 
a new Creation. To this I think the Apo: 

. lo 


(44) 
pointeth, 2 Cor. 4. 6. From whom ! 
borrow this Metaphor. Bat God who caaſer 
the light io ſpine ont of Jarkueſ7, &c. It was 
to Cbhriſ chat the Father ſpake, Come, let nu 
ele Alas in our Image; and it is he and 
the Father that work hitherto by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that ſpeak one to another; Come, 
let us quicken this dead Soul, and make hint 
Rand up from the dead, and bear our Name 
ia his Forebead, our ſimilitude and likeneſs, 
When the Prophet Fzrkie! had ſaid, that 
David ſhould be their Prince for ever, 
meaning Chriſ, he further ſaitli, in the Per- 
ſon of this David, to wit, Chriſt, — The 
Heathen ſhall know that I the Lord do ſantt i- 
fe Iſrael, when my Sanitary ſball be in the 
midG of them for ever more, Ezek. 32.23. 28. 
compared; It is this Zerabbabel's hand 
chat laid the Foundation, and it is his hand 
that finiſheth it, and therefore the charge 
>, that none deſpiſe the little ſmall begin- 
ings of it, though never ſo ſmall. As Chrift 
tan remove guiſt and filth in one day wffich 
is much rubbiſk indeed: So he can make 4 
new Creature as ſoon, if he pleaſe. He 
made the Thief a new mdn quickly, and cars 
tied him to Heaven with Him that Day 
He made Him, and finiſhed Him, ang 
Houſed Him, and all in a Day ; He 
ade but « Days work; nay, bit a few 
Houres work to finifh Grace and Glo- 


ty. 
Theſe 
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' Theſe things of che new flate de 
Chriſt, and ſo as not to be undone. Ho 
ſhall not fail, er be d ſiouraged, till be have 
ſet fudgment in the Earth, and the Hes ſpall 
wait for bis Law, Iſa. 42. 4. There be many 
diſcouraging things, in the removal of na- 
tural corruption, as in any work I know, 
enough to quench the Spirit of Chrift quite, 
but it ſeemeth, that he is under ſach a Law 
and ſuch an aſſiſtance from the Father, that 
he muſt know no diſcouragement, but muſt 
on with the work againſt all oppoſition, 
and fer and eftabliſh judgment, that is, the 
ate of the new Creature, or the work of 
be muſt make the new Creature, 

he muſt eſtabliſh it, 5.e. fo make it, that 

it may never be marred agein, as che Image 
of God in the firſt Adam was, Clin 
threw out filth ſo, that che Devil cannot 
eaſily fetch it in again. And Chrift build 
fo _ himſelf the Chief corner Stone, 
and Rock, that no ſtormes can over 


turn, Job is a great inſtance. The Apoſtle 


faith, The Charity never faileth; If our 
love never fail, it is becauſe that God's love 
to us in Chrift, never faileth. The love of 
Chrift is unchangeable, and ſo be meketh 
ours, that much water cannot quench it. 
Chrift ordains ns to bring forth much frait, 
and oxy fruit to remain, Joh. 15.16: When 
Polycary was ſet on an Afs, and cartied to 
e 

b 7 ing, 
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ying, be df good chear, O P#lycarp, and 
play the Man, the Speaker no Man ſaw, 
bur the voice was heard by many of us, lait 
the Hiſtory, And if any one did play the 
Man in his ſuffering, be did. Have reſped 
to thine age, tender thy life; ſwear by the fare 
tene of Ceſar : repent of what #4 paſt, and 
ſay remove the wicked, But he looking a- 
bout with a ſtedfaſt countenance upon the 
wicked Multitude, ſaid, Remove O Lord theſe 
wicked. —- Fourſcore and fix gear have I 
ferved Chriſt, and he never offended me in any 
thing; Ana, bow then can I 1evile King, 
that bath thus kept me ? The pro- eonſal ſtill 
urged him, but he ſtill as ſtoutly reſiſted 
him, and replycd, I am 4 ( briſtian; und 
there was no turning of bing wich all that 
they could ſay or do. The firſt Work of 
grace in our firſt Parents was loſt, but the 
grace we now have by Chriſt,czting of that 
Tree of Life, is preferved for ever, and none 
ean pluck out of his hand. 


Secondly,Chriſt doth this excellent work 
of che ne Creature, alone. But wow ovee 
in the end of the World, hath he appeared to 
put away: fin by the Sacrifice of bimſeif;Heb. 
9. 26. What ſacrifices ſoever haye been 
uſed, they did not mean, that any could te. 
move Man's guilt or filth, but all pointed 
at Chriſt the ſacrificing of himſelſ, and char 
this, and this alone, is the remedy oſ ous 
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and ſinful Man- He trod the. Wine prefa ot 
the wrath of God alone, and of the Prople nene” 
with bim, Ia; 63. 3. Devidduell'd it with 
Goliah, and had nothing but a contemptible 
weapon, 4 Sling, and 4 Stont.. And ſo Clrift 
duell'd it, with all the Enemies of Man's ſal- 
vation, and had nothing but a contempible :: 
weapon, a body ſubje& to infirmities. Chi 
would not put any of this work, out of his 
own hands co be done, — Who by own ſelf. 
bare our fins, in his om body on the Tree, that 
we being dead to fin ſhould live 10 rightrouſ- 
neſs, by whoſe ſtripes we are bealed, I Pet. 2. 
24. Chriſt had none to help him, to bear 
the Croſs which God laid on him, though 
he had one to help bear the. Croſs, which 
Men laid on him, The weighe of our (ins, 
a5 puniſhed with infinite wrath and tor- 
ment; Alaſs, who could bear this Croſs ? 
or be compelled to it? and yet all the dam 
ned are compelled co bear this Croſs, and 
ſo will all reprobates. As in one part of 
our reſtoration, Chriſt was alone, ſo in all 
the parts of it, foundation and top-ſtone 
he layeth both alone, and move of the People 
with bim. None offered to him ficft,nor 
laſt. Look, to-aAbrabem your Father, and to 
Sarah that bare you, for I called him alone, 
and increaſed bim and bleſ[td him, Ila. 51. 2. 
I chink the ſcope of this Scripeure, was to 
ſtrengthen faith, that though they were bug 
few, yet that God was * to deliver — 
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„il cheir Enemies, as he did Abraham 
— dery fondly ſtate in Cauaan, from the 
1s that ſought with him. But take the 

plato more ſpirirhatly and irialy;for Gods 
calling of him · out ol the tate of Heathen- 

iſmey'and ſo the bringing him to a ſtare of 

ce, the bringing him to a new Country 

and Religion and State, all this God did for 

Abrdbem alone, and ſubdued all his inward 

enemies alone; and made him an Heir of 

Eternal Salvation, alone. God would truſt 
Araham's beſt eſtate with hone, but him- 

ſelf; 7 defire bes bis, (faith Mr. Nur berford) 
that Chi would take me in band i Cave me, 

an undertabt for a fick mam I know ID, 
ut}. die under bus hand, forrew which hath no 

eie, bath pat A Vail upon. y Sond, that T 

cannot ſet him. If Chrift undet᷑take a fiek 

ſinners cure, let his diſcaſe be what it will, 

never ſo deſperate, never ſo long Nanding, 

he cureth him without any mote Phyſicians, 

and none die under his hand. | 


Thirdly, Obriſt doth this great ſervice 
for Man, of making a better tate, freely; 
for Je and Gewi/e, for great finners and 
lierle finners; (if ehere be any fuch ) Chriſt 

. doth all freely: He cured Numan, that his 
skin came, as if it had been the skin of a 
young Child, and did it for nothing, though 
a' very rich Man, and would have given 
much for his Cure. © ke fr ne 
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ent, which cured chem and 1 
— and all chat was Chriſt. The 
Manna that fed them was Chriſt, che Ser- 
pent chat healed chem was Chriſt, est 
there is ncit ber Greek. nor Few, —— 
nor uncirc umciſiom, Barbarian Scythian, 
ner free: but Chriſt & all, and ip all, Col. 
3. 11. Ia all ſorts, Fews and Gentiles, Chriſt 
works for the Cure of natural corruption. 
and doth many Cures of this kind, hut eakes 
nothing, no mony, nor monys worth; he 
curſed Gehats that would be medling this 
way. The Samaritds poured in Oil and 
Wine, and healed the wounded Man of all 
his wounds, and all freely. And ſo brought 
the Prophet's Widdow out of debt freely i 
ſuch Samaritans are now much wanting for 
Prophets Widdows in debt; and he frank- 
ly forgave a Debtor many Talents, GOD 
lookt upon every of the Five Days Work, 
and ee But, on the Sinth 
Days Work, be had made Man, be 
beheld, and ſaid it was very good; to ſhew 
what ſpecial delight God had to make his 
own Image, and to draw his own ljkeneſs 
in Man; ſo doth Chriſt ſtill nor only do this 

work of reſtoring fallen Man, and do it for 
nothing, but delights co conform us to his 
Image, and wben this Days work is done 
for any wretched Man, he ſaith, it & very 
£#94, and all the Apgels rejagee with him. 
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Learn from hence, that our Soul- ruĩnes, 
and miſeries by our Fall, are very great, in 
that none bur Chriſt God · man, is able to 
remedy them. Tis a ſtrong Priſon, that 
which none can open but Chriſt, which 
bath an Arm like God Omnipotent. By the 
which he went and preached te the Spirits in 
Priſon. I het. 3. 19 It is a very ſtrong Pri- 
ſon, and very fiſchy, in which we are by na- 
ture, and who can go into this Priſon to 
preach chere, but Chriſt? The Doors are 
all Iron, and Iron-bars and Boles upon 
them. If any one could go into theſe Pri- 
ſons and preach; twould have ſpoken the 
Nate the leſs deplorable, but for as much as 
none can, but Chriſt himſelf, it ſpeaks the 
Priſon in which man is by natur*, very 
ſtrong and terrible. Tis a great heap ot 
fileh, and a very great Dung-hill indeed, 
which all the Carts in the World imployed 
about at once, could not carry away, no 
none but an Infinite ſtrength. Then was 
a fiery Sword turning every way to keep 
out Adam from the Garden, and from com- 
munion with God, and from eating of the 
Tree of Life, the Seal thereof; and ſurely 
this miſery of Man is great upon him, and 
this fiery Sword terrible, that none can 
ſheath ir, and take it away, and bring Man 
into Paradiſe again, and communion with 
God, but the Omnipotent Power of Chriſt. 
If any could have taken away that — 
— e 
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ad Sword ; or, if an Angel from Hewen n 
could have done it, an have taken Ad, 


by the hand, and have brought him into the 
Garden of delights, i. e. of communion with 
God, the miſery had not been ſo great. 
They are great and fearful diſeaſes, which 
none in this World can cure, no nor none 
in that World above, though much more 
2 than this, but one even Chriſt 
himſelf. Let the Inhabitants of the Reck ings 
let them ſhout from the top of the Mountains, 


IIa. 42. 11. This is {poken of them that li- 


ved in the Wildecneſs ot Arabia, among 
Scones and Rocks, ( hmae!'s Poſterity ) 
where nothing but wild Beaſts and Devils 
Haunt, the Inhabicants were like the Coune 
try they dwelt in, their Hearts, Rocks and 
Mountains, and Legions of Devils, and cur - 
fed Spirits haunting tbem. Now, O how 
mighty muſt he be, that drives a Wilder - 
nels ! How mighty: muſt. he be that bids 


- or commands the Inhabitants of theſe hard 


Rocks co ſing and melt with Joy? 


Secendiy, Learn. that we gre much obli- 
ped to Chriſi, and God, for laying;the heip 
ſuch deſpexate Diſꝑa ſes om ont lo migh- 
U. The Apoitle,fobn wepe; char chere was 
none found worth to open the Book, mor t 
tea it, nor to laoł thereon,and be wept much ; 
aud when one ws found ont, bow the tone 1 
changed They that wept much rejoyced 
{ E 3 ' much, 
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eh, and ſung 4 ew Song, ſaying, Thos itt 
" worthy te taks the Book, and to open the Stats 
theref, for ths weſt ſlain, aud haſt redeem] 
a t0 Sd with thy Blood ont of every Tanga, 
and Kindied, and haſt made wu to our God, 
Kings and Priefts, 128 The open · 
ſag not only of one but of all che 
Scriptures, and the heart too, much weep- 
ing there is among finners about this, and 
none is found worthy, that is, anointed and 
accepted of God to this ſervice but Chr 
and he hath bought bis skill dear, with h 
pwn heart blood, he was ſlain to get this 
art and ability. Worthy art rhow to receive 
Power, &c. for tho waft ſlais: And bei 
thus, how much are we bound to this 
fician for our eyes, and for his eye - ſilye, 
to the light of the Scriptures; and the way 
to any good, which we have! I will bring 
the blind by « way that they know bt, I 
lead them in Paths which they have not known; 
T will male darkneſs light, and crooked things 
ftr aight, this will I ds and net forſake then; 
And who this is by whom God will do this, 
ſee Ia. 42.6. 16. compared, namely Chrig. 
To lead a blind Body from plece'to place, 
and to do ſo all Day long all the Year long, 
yea all the Life long, ard never to be w 
ry, how wonderfully is Mam — to 
Chriſt and to God, that hatt gen him to 
ſuch a work! Who is not wer V to lead 1 
blind Body a Day W oy Coed oh 
| Nn, 
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| cy Learn that it 4 
med — Chriſt, becauſe he is the appoistei 
90 proper remedy of our fallen ſtate. There 
1 2 no other Name gi ven under Heaven, whereby 
ry wre can be ſaved, but by the Name of Chiifh, 
he As there is but one Faith, one Baptiſme, 10 
p. there is but ove Lord, Ephef. 3. 3. There 
being no more Doors to go out from our 
d filthy ſtate, we had need to take heedi that 

we do not negect i it, the ſhame-of our nz+ 
: kedneſs will by ſuch a courſe appear, j. 4 1 „y 
: 
p 


we ſhall remain unhealed, and die in 'euÞ;:e; will 
fioful tate, our Gn will remain: Te arc vor be 
come to Mount Zion, not to Mount E bre — = or 
and to Nea the Mediator of che: Neu- Te- — 45 
Qamentz and to che Blood) f 'Sprinklibg; 11. 
which ſpeaketh better things tban the blood 
of Abel, See then that ye refa ? not Him that 
eser was a Mediator of the old 
enant;and could do little; Chrift is the 
Mediator of the new Covenant, and ran do 
all the Services of dur fallen tare; and fals 
fill the great and precious promiſes of che 
New-Teftament to us. He that rejected 
that Mediator which ſpake on Earth, died 
for i i, Heb; 13. 27. How much more will 
they who teject this Mediator, which now 
ſpeakerh from Heaven to us. If Chriſt be 
only he which bleſſeth us, and turneth Jew 
and Gearl from heir fins and God hath 
ſed him from che dead, for this end, 
to bring Salyation from _ and we reject 
E 4 all, N 
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| fe cannot be taken well, either by God 
the Father, or by Chriſt his Son. Unto you 
firf God having raiſed wp his Sen, hath ſent 
bing To bleſs you, in turning every one of you 
from bu iniquity, Act. 3. 26. As if the A- 
poſtle had 1aid, God hath been at great coſt 
and pains, to part with his only Son to die, 
and then to raiſe him from the dead, and all 
for this end to bleſs you Fews, and to turn 
you firſt, and then the Genti les, from their 
fins, and ſo to make them and you eternally 
happy; If you ſhali reject all this love of 
God, and love of his Son, it will fall heavy 
he will conſter it, that you have no mind to 
be turned from your ſins, but to continue 
in them, and ſo you ſhall for ever, and die 
and periſh in them. He that i blub al 


be filthy fill. 


Try your ſelves, Is Chriſt become actu- 
ally yet a remedy to you? Hath he deli- 
vered you from the body of this death ? 
Then as you have long groaned under the 
want of it, ſo you are much caken with the 
mercy, in any meaſure obtained; with the 
freeneſs of it, that the Waters which cleanſe 
you ſhould come to you, through ſuch a 
golden Pipe, as the Blood and Wounds of 
Chriſt.—I thank God [throwgh Feſws — 
ear Lord.] The Apoſtle is much taken with 
this, that che Pipes of his cleanſing, ſhould 


be laid through the ſides of Jeſww Clriſt, ſo 
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coſtly 4 conveyance, both as to, God, and 
n to his Son, but of none as xo him. I 
thank God all is in # good way of cure now, 
through Peſws Chriſt. Donat em ob canſam, 
now eſt drnatum, ſed potins permutatis. 
git given for ſome cauſe, is not a gilt; but 
rather an exchange of one thing for ano- 
ther : but when very coſtly in ig ſelf, and 
yer of no eoſt to us, tlien it ſpatkles in the 
eyes of the reteiyer; ſuck a gift is Chi, 
in this great work of the cure of our carnal 
ſtate; And doth the freenels of this love 
ſparkle in your eyes? and lay bonds upon 
you; and make you go bound with holy af- 
fection and admiration. No man that was 
ever eured of a deſperate diſeaſe. wherein 
be gave himſelf vp for death, but it was 
much"obliging to him, as to the i nente 
uſed for his Cure. Numa the' Syrien 
thought himſelf bound to chooſe the God 
of :1/7acl for his God; that had cured him 
of his Leproſie; If you be cured of your 
filcby-Leproſie, ' whick-is Chriſt's Prieſtiy 
nork; and Kingly work too, your Cure" is 
between them both; Do yon choofe him 
and own him for your 7eſws; and Lord, 28 
the Apoſtle here doth I tant God, 
throngh es "Chrift ow Lord. Chriſt by 
kindneſs conquers, as Jeptha did; If I do 
thus. and thus for you, ſlay your Enemies, 
deliver you from flayery, Shall 1 be your 
Fing 7 And, will ye chuſe me to ruſe ovie 
you 


* 
— * 
Sos 


| (355 de 
E ind they conſented willingly. If Chi 


cured your Soul-diſeaſes, then are yoy 
under the Law of this great kindneſs, an 
willing that he ſhould be your Lord, and to 
Rule * in all things. according to his 
Wor | 


Secondly, The Apoſtle was taken, as with 
the love of Chriſt, ſo with gbe love of ibe 
ather in this matter. · I «hank, God;he; bath 
ound out a way to do me good, he a 
living way through hig Son; So che Ape. 
file Peter, Bleſſed be the God and, Father of 
gar Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who aceording-t4 hu 
abundaut mercy hath begotten us again, unt! 
4 lively hope, by the reſwrrefion of, Glrift 
from the dead, to an Inheritance incorruptibles 
1 Peti i. 3. He ſaw an abundant mercy in ili 
Father ef aur Lord Zeſws 8 as yell es in 
the Son our Lord Jeſus Chri r 
no more Sons. ſhould part with, him out 0 
his Boſom, in Heaven, to lodge Him in 8 
Manger; yea, worſe, to lodg Him in Hell: 
nay, in a Place worſe than t hat, che filthy 
heart of the fallen Sons of Adam So the 
Apoſtle Paul again writing to the Ephefi- 
ant, ſaith, But God whois rich in mercy fer 
the great love wherewith be loved 1, even 
when we were dead iy fon and treſpaſſer, hath 
be quickned us together with Chriſt, that in 
the Ages 40 come be might, ſbew the exceeding 
riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards a, 
: _ 
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of their Captivity to fin and Satan, theſe 
groan not with this Apoſtle under the bogy 
of death, Chriſt did create every day or- 
derly by his Word, he could have done it 
without, but be did al! as his Father ap- 
pointed him, and did not. Afovrre per ſaltum, 
make haſt and purſue his own will, or his 
own infinite and abſolute Power; fo he 
doth in the new Creation, and therefore 
wait upon wiſdomes Poſts, Wo 1 
fimple, let him turn in hither, where he will 
dave Line ypon Line, now à little and then 
a litele, to touch ind turn his heart. Pre- 
-M Jently after the Creation was finiſhed, the 
33 Creator takes to himſelf the Title of Zebe- 
* v, Gen. 2; 4. Theſe art the Generations of - 
the Heaven, and of the Farth when they were 
ertated, in the Day that febeva Elim mad. 
. -. the Heaven aud the Earth. When you do 
- + approach to the Preaching of the Word, 
Remember this Nate of Gbri that he is 
| apes able to give Being to his Word, 
"8" bat what be bids Jos te be, that he makes 
N Ee you bo be. | | 


3- * Be exhorted when you attend Ordinan« I . 
ces, to pant for chis thing, chat Chrift as 3: 
eva would Preach to you, as one giving 

| Being in your heart, to every Word whic 

1 | he ſpeakerh in your Ear: That Chrift would 

3 fo ſpeak, that you might hear and believe 
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Take an Harp, ge about the City, thou 
that baſt bees forgotten, make 
fing my Song, that thow wayeſt be remem- 
bred, Iſa. 23. 16. This ſpake the Lord to 
Tyres filthy fintul City, and their puniſhe 
ment fore-told, apd the time for Seventy 
Years, and then counſelled to bemoan her 
felf,” that ſhe might be remeinhred, and ic 
is obſervable how holy bemoaning our 
ſelyes is called, and holy panting for deli - 
yerance from the ſlavery of fin and wrath, 
it is called ſweet melody, and ſinging many 
107 So indeed is ſuch panting under the 
y of death, and to be delivered from it. 
as here the Apoſtle doth, The mourning 
Doves note, under the ſenſe of our wretch- 
ed ſtate, wich a panting after Ch» to cure 
it ; no Mufick is ſach melody in the Ears of 
God, to make him to remember us. Thus 
crie, and be ye all pained to be deliyered. 


Thirdly, Take to you words, and tell 
your great Phyfician bow it is with you. 
And it you want words, help your ſelves 
with thoſe 27 4-18. This I ſay and te- 
fliße in the Lord, that ye walk not as other 
Gentiles, in the vanity of your minds, having 
your under ſt andings darkned, being alienated 
from the life F God, threugh the ignorance 
that is in you, becauſe of the blindveſs of their 
heart, being paſt feeling, &c. Take up theſe 
words, and apply them to your own * 
25A ye 
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1255 pin watched: n that 
Yam ly T bavg, and how 1, 
we of my mind all the Day, 1 
15 where wy mind hath been 
77 the 1 it bath been at this and at t 
the erd of, the Earth, but not in Heaven 
the Day ; 1 run nbi * from ane toy 
to ano thet in their att; 1 bows 
thoug Yet and Fr Maj Fo dwell upon . 
42 2 dad ſcarce a moment. My under ſta 
bog a rkerd, 1 know not Gad. 2 not 
725 I not the Fathers Name, nor 10 
Sons, I bnow not the Scriptaress both Teſta» 


tent are 4 ſealed Book tome. I kene vet the 


Volume t hat © alnays open to ine in mJ own 
Cloſet, 1 know not wy ſelf, nor the detert and 
gout that deſperately ſtirs in my heart cunti · 
waally. A wail i on my, beart alma); as to 
all theſe neceſſary things to be known, And 
4 m) e boared ont like — 55 48 1 
bave u know 55 ſo 1 have leſa affeftion, I 
am wk nated from t 12 4 of Ge — 
Hirit aa] lift and beat in 2 25 but 4s 

as Nabal; 2 wot Only 4 Du 81 
wills begrt, ewice dead, ten times dead nothing 
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Fayrtbly, Then when you have thus told 
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mee 
caſt your ſelves upon Fim, 809. ten 
him you 45 ſo, Honour his ability and alls” * * 
ſufficiency, to do ay great Cures as yours is, 
though you have not faith enough to ho- 
— 2 willingneſs to undertake your caſe. 
So did the poor Leper. Lord, if rhow wilt 
Thaow thou art able to make me whole, — Me 
zu a Leper ; God thy Father hath 
bighly exalted thee, and given thee a Name 
aboye every name, Power and ability above 
all to open Priſons, to lead Captivity Cap- 
tive, to relieve the Poor, to bind up broken 
hearted : Thou canſt whip out all the 
Worldly luſts which ſwarm in my heart, all 
the mony- changing thoughts, and affeRi. 
ons, which make my Soul common, and 
lean,and ill favoured. There be many great 
and precious Promiſes which God hath 
made, and the ſcope of them is, that I ſhould 
be cleanſed from all filthineſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit, and have a Divine and nature, 
given me, and thou O Chriſt art ro make 
all theſe Promiſes, yea and Amen unto me, 
and art able to do it, if thou wilt, yea even 
in my very filthy Soul, Why then is it not 
done? Touching Chrif*s ability, ſee Gen. 
2.'5. And every Plant before it was in the 
Earth, and every Herb before it grew, for the 
Lord had not made it to vain, and there wat 
wot 4 Man to Till the ground. The meaning 
is, that Chyift the Creator of all things, the 
Ecerasl Word by which the Father con. 
WY manded 
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ing to Nature or Art, to make any thing 
tbat was made, or to preſerve it when made; 
he made the Plants and Herbs before they 
were in the Earth, that is, he gave the Earth 
ſuch a formative Vertue, to ſhape ſuch 


Plants, and Flowers in her Womb, and then 
without Rain, or Man's Tillage and dref- 


fing, did he preſerve theſe, for Man nor 


Rain, were not yet created, when theſe 
Plants and Herbs were actually in Beeing : 
by his bare Word did be both make all 
Plants and Herbs, and by the ſame bare 
Word, without Rain or Tillage of Man, 


did he make them grow. and ſubſiſt: Such 


is the Power of Chrif's Word, as to any 
diſtreſs of the Soul, to raiſe the dead, to 
cure the lame and blind, 


Then in the next Place, truſt that ic ſhall 
be done unto thee as thou needeſt, and ac- 
cording to the ability of this All- ſuffici- 
ent Agent, that he will ſay to thee, as to the 


Leper-— 7 will be thou clean. Adam and 3 


his Wife perceived tliat they were naked, 
and were aſbamed, and hid themſelves there, 
Gen. 3.7, and this ſhame. was a bleſſed fore- 
runger of the great good which immedi- 
ately follow, the reyelation of Chriſt to 
them, and the Promile, and the enabling 
of them to take hold of them, For bleſſed 
ars the,poor in Spirit, for theirs is the King» 
| dom 
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dom of God, If God hath opened Four e 


to perceive that you are naked, wretched, 
and miſerable, and to groan under it, as the 
Apolye Paul, and to be aſhamed of your 
nakednels, as our firſt Parents, and that this 
maketh you tremble, and at an utter loſs, 
crying "our, Who ſoall deliver you; tis 4 
ſure ſign that God is at hand to reveal 
Chriſt to you, as he did to eAdam, end as 
he did to Paul, therefore excite faith even 
from thy deſpair, by and by ſome or other 
will hear thee ſay, — I thank Gad through 
Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord, am I eſcaped. 


Motives particularly to preſs you to re · 
ceive and follow theſe Exhortations, are 
theſe three. Firſt, You who groan and ſigh 
with this Apoſtle, O wretched Man and Wo- 
man that I am, &c. You are particularly 
and ſpecially invited, as it were by name, 
to come to Chriff, and to truſt that he is 
both able and willing, yea and cannot do 
otherwiſe, but Ttelieve you, who ever he 
paſſeth by, Come unte me all ye that are 
wearicd and heavy loaded, and ye ſhall finde 
7:ft to your Souls. The Promiſe expreſſes 
ro all ſuch as you, that ye ſhall finde relief, 
fall relief, reſt ro your reſtleſs Souls, Lak, 
11. 28. In this Promiſe, obſerve the uni- 
verſality of the Invicement, — Come unt 
me all ye that labour, and are heavy loaded , 
1. e. which cry our, 2s the ApoſUz in my 
Text, 
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Text. a loſt and undone, O wretched wes, 
&c. All yon by name are invited, and there · 
fore it will be your fin and ſhame not to 
come to Clviſt, that is, to truſt, that he will 
undertake your caſe, and do you good. 
Therefore as fe Apoſtle ſaith as to bis ſuf- 
ficiency, ſo ſay I, as to his will. Having F 
ſuch 4 High Prieſt, let ws draw mgh with s 
true heart, in full aſſurance of faith. So lay | 
I, having ſuch a merciful High Prieſt ; yes, 
and having ſuch a high and precious Pro- 
miſe, let all burdened and heart-loaded fin- 
ners draw nigh to Chrif, with full aſſurance 
of faithæhat he will give them reſt. Where 
promiſes are ſo particularly directed, it is 
much indufgence, ard 28 a ſtretching out 
the Hand and Scepter to Eſther, to wel- 
come and embolden the trembling doubtin 
ſinner, yea it is as the Father of the Prodi- 
gals, beholding him afar off, and running 
to meet him. 


2. Secondly, Conſider, that Clrif is not 
meerly under the Bond of his Promiſe to 
relieve ſuch, though chis he cannot break, 
as he cannot lie, but he is under the bond 
of much affection in this work. Husband:s 
ve Jour Wives. as Chriſt loved hy Church 
and gave bimſelf for it, that be might ſandti - 
fie and cleanſe it, with the waſning of water by 
rhe Ward, that he might preſent it to bimſelf 
ſpotleſs, Epheſ.5. 26. No Husband can with 
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more natural affi Qion, tender und ite 


the Wife of his boſom, then Chriſt doch 
the helping of poor wretched burdened 
fnners, the binding up and mollifying cheir 
maladies. Some are bount! faſt enough to 
a buſineſs by their word, but not at all by 
their affeRion, and theſe though t 

their word, yet it is in ſuch a rough churii 
way, as is much diſcouraging z but it is not 
ſo with Chriſt, becauſe he is under the bond 
of his bowels and affections, as well as un- 
der the bond of his word, and therefote 
truſt in him, chat your caſe ſhall be help- 
ed, and very carefully and compaſſionate 
helped, 


Finally, Confider the danger of not be- 
lieving in this able One. You become deb- 
tors to the Law to fulfill it, and debtoti to 
your own deſperate wretched condition, as 
not ſelf murderers, to deliver your (elves 
from the body of death in which you are, 


and from the wrath of God, ro which this 


obligeth you. You fruſtrate the Ordinance 
of God, which he hath anointed and ap- 
pointed for your good. You caſt your ſelves 
under the Covenant of works, as chat young 
Man, which faid co Chriſt, What hall 1 


doi to be ſaved! As if he could have ſaved 


himſelf, and ſo made himſelf a debtor to 
fulfill the Law, and Chriſt put him upon it, 
ſceing he would that way be ſaved, and fo 

| 52 he 
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he will ſerye you and them; Confider whe: 
er you be able to keep the Law in every 
point, and ſo reſtore your awn ſtare, ſome 
are at the Doctrin of Perfection, but they 
make void che Goſpel and Chriit, and will 
.a5 the young Man, mijs perfection in one 
thing at leaſt, one thing will be wanting, 
and he that fails in one Point is guiicy of 
all, and will bring the curſe of the breach 
of the whole Law upon him. Conſider that 
by nature you are the Children of wrath, 


G 
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and Tranſgreſſors from the Womb, and 


how ſoon may the curſe of this ſtate be ex- 


ecured? Wherefore I conclude all wich the 


repeticion of the promiſe again to you, 1/4. 
25. 6, 7,8. And, I beſeech you heed ic well, 
and take hold of ic tor your good, And in 
this Mountain ſpall the Lord of Hoſts make a 
Feaſt to all People, a Feaſt of fat things, a 
Feaſt of Wine on the Lees, of fat things full 
of marrow, and be will deftroy in this Meuns 
tain the ſace of the covering caſt over all 
- People, and the Vail that is read over all 
Nations, and he will ſwallow up death in vi- 
Flory, and the Lord God will wipe all teares 
from all Faces, and the rebuke of his People 
Hall he take from all the Earth, for the Lord 
. bath ſpiken it; and let me add, lus heart and 
ſoul in it, Jer. 32.41. What is the Vail 
that covereth all Nations? As/. The Vail 
of natural corruption, the Body of Death, 
as the Apoſtle here calleth it; and as this 
| Prophet 
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P and 
faich, it ſhall be ſwallowed up in victory; 
yea, he hath engaged to wipe all teares, 
from all Mourners eyes, who figh and take 
on, as this Apotile, becauſe of their wretgh- 
ed condition, and to give them victory over 
the body of this death, and the triumphi vf 
this great victory, in this World, or in the 
World to come. Comfort your ſelves all 
ye that groan under the Body of Death, 
with theſe words. 


SERIOUS 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Iſaiah 57. 1. 


The righteous Man periſheth, and no Man liyeth 

it to heart, and merciful Men are taken away; 
| none conſidering that the righteous is taken 4 
way from the evil to come, 


F 4 


Il ſaiah 57.1. | 
The righteous Man perifh- 
eth, and no Man layeth it 
to heart, and merciful Men 

are taken away, none conſi- 


diering that the righteous i 
talen away from the evil to 


Bhat He general Mortalicy of 

5 A Mankind, and the Holy 

ve chat ſhould be made 

4 thereof, by all the living, 
are the 'two ip 
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heart , for Death is no partial Viſicor, it | 


it fecch off one wicked Man, and ſend him 
to his place, ic will fetch down anofficr 

nothing is more naturilly the wages d 
wickedneſs, than death; and yet no work 
enemy to any wicked Man, tlian death; 


therctore one wicked Man ſhould be tart. | 


led ouch, at che death of gnother. 
But Death ſometimes taketh away all 


Men, and then all Men, bad and good, | 


ſhould be much moved, then all ſhould lay 
to heart chis, 3:e. Gould be ſenfible of their 
fin, and the diſpleaſure of God, and ſpee- 
dily make peare with him, by repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that fo preſent evils, and alſo future 

ged by preſent ſtrokes; may be turned 
away; Which thing, this People could not 
be ſtirred up _ _ wut of 
the complaint of chis Prophet: each- 
ed the Fui rf the A the be id, 


to the living good and bad, ＋ bn | 
t 


— heart : that is, — ſelves 
deeply concerned, to l. b n, to 
ſearch their Souls, to ſet Hoi and 

in order to die, but kept on | 
wonted pace. of fin, and 
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% ime; by common calamity taketh away . 
"YN the goed 4s well as the bad: Moſes and 44. 

| B rin, as well as the mixed Multitude, which 
| BE murmured,Dig the Lord take off, and would 
not let them come in to the good Land. 
The rigbtecu Man perifbeth, as if the Pro- 
poet had ſaid, the Lord ſtrikes more mor- 
tally than any one is well aware, he plucks 
np the ſtakes in the — he pulls down 
the Pillars of the whole Nation, and yet 
Men do not fear, that all will fall about 
their Ears. Hence it is that another Pro- 
phet, calls upon the beſt People to look a- 
bout them, and to labour to be much better, 
yet gives them but a wy. be for their ſafety. 
woeekneſe all y meek of — 2 

be 


Seek 
which have wrought bis judgments, ſeek mee 
eſt, ſerk, rig , it may be ye fall 
hid . Lord's wrath, As if the 
had ſaid, I cannot enſure the life of 
the beſt Man, becauſe God ſometimes de- 
ſtroyeth the righteous wich the wicked, for 
ends beſt; known to himſelf. This ſhould 
make us all fear and tremble much in this 
dying Day,and to giveall diligence to make 
our Galling and Election ſure, and to be 


4 geting Oyl into our Lamps, yea and to 
SHS trira'd, and to dend gurt and 
ready to go in with the Bride-grootn, if 
card at Mid- night, by the deſtroying An- 
tel chat is no K *. 
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3 As Serorid Doctrin chat may be obſerved 8 
5 nin thele words, is this, That gracious Mey U 
3 and merciful art the likelieſt to ſcape be, 
in times of common calamity. The Proper 


ſcems to note it in theſe words of my Ten; 
as very ſevere Juſt ce, that gracioms and 
merciful Men ſhould nòt be diſtinguiſhed 
from others, in the Day of evil. The rig 
teau/ Man periſbet h, and merciful Men ave 
taken away. As if the Prophet had faid, 
now the Lord is very angry indeed, that he 
will not ſpare ſuch as theſe, which ure ſo 
precious in his eye, if any be. Nea rig. 
teous Man, was preſerved from the Fd 
And £« a rightebus. Mam, (preſerved: and 
plucked out of Sodom, and had there - been 
Tex tighteous more, the Cities might have 
been ſaved for their ſake, as the Ship full dt 
Paſſengers for Paul's ſake. And Ebedmalech 
the Black more, a merciful Man, v ſuved 
from, the deſtru&ions whichideſtrdybd 7. 
ruſalem, and (0 was Feremiah, THA tk, 
incite all People, as they love their liver 
ip this. dying day, to labour after prace, and 
* tobe merciſal Men and Women, yes boun- 
Fr . rifgl.iq this day of wat, for ſuch as u kes 
dy co yield themſelyes thus to the Sgepter 
of Chrif,. and to foJlbw-him fully, with all 
they hays and are, will certainly ſcape beſt ; 
ſuch as yield all to the Lord, will Jave'all, 
X if any do. You that become of. prophine; 
„ righteous and holy Men, you take the * 
. li 
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„ 
lieſt way, I know, to eſcape well in this 
mortal time ; If you ger not your lives,you 
will pet your Souls for a Prey, no Plague 
ſhall come nigh that, thus are you lodged 
ſafe in the Promiſe, as ſoon as you become 
gracious, and break off from your wicked 
ways, by repentance, And you that are 
gracious and godly, chink on't, as you love 
your lives in this day of mortality, ſhew 
your Faith by your Works, bound in this 
gift alſo of mercifulneſs, many that are able 
and carry the Bag, are abroad, and I fear 
have carried the Bag with them; you that 
are here, had need be the more mercitul, 
Man's poor will ſtarve elſe. Surely ſuch as 
are ready to preſerve the lives of others, 
God will preſerve their lives. : 


A Third Do&rin, that may be obſerved 
in theſe words, is this, That times of general 
ſecurity, under preſent leſſer puniſhments, are 
F very evil praſage. It when God's Judg- 
ments are in the Earth, righteous Men and 
merciful be taken away, and none lay theſe 
drops of the ſtorms to heart, it fore. tes 
ſurely. that the Storm will come, and fall 
hard, and Thunder. and Hail much. Surely 
ſome great Evils are at Door, when little 
ones are made light of: though I cannot 


call the taking away of one righteous Man 


in this day, nor. the taking away Kone 
merciſul Man ar Woman in this day;a little 
puni ſh- 
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didn” puniſhment, I ſpeak after you, if lefſc 
n vile. Rods make no Body feel, great ones furely 
| are a making. —»Righteous Men are ti 
ken away, and none confider, that they ate 
taken from great Evil to come. 

Sometimes with a fooliſh Virgins flum- 
ber, the good become bad in this, that they. 
lay not GOD's dealings to heart as they 
ſhonld, but let Death, like a Moth, Riilly 
take away one, and then another, and make 
no noiſe in Heaven about it; good People 
are much in a hurry with this World, one 
about his Farm, and another about his Mer- 
chandi ſe, and whilſt running here and there, 
hither and thither, the King of Syria is gone, 
the matters which ſhould have been cloſe 
hept to the heart, are ſlipt away ont of the 

| mind, and made no uſe of. And ſuch a 
Fi temper among the Lord's People, as well 
* as others, is a ſure fore - runner of ſome rou- 
* i fing Judgment at Door, that may well awa- 
| ken every Body: the Storm begins to come 
inemong you Citizens now, I hope you 
will be awake anon, the Plague hath kept 
in the out-parts a good while, O that we in 
the in-parts within theſe Walls, had been 
well awake then, and laid matters to he 
then as we ſhould ! | 


— The Doctrin which I would ſtand on, is 
. this, That general Mortality ſhowld be ge- 
1 relly laid to beart. Mer tal ſnrates apo — 
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ell 4 bad, ſronld mach 2 all at 5 7 
2 bad. The Strokes of 814 ro- 


phet's time, when he ſpake che words of my 
Text, began robe general, God ſpared not 
righteous nor wicked, and God thus pro- 
miſcuouſly ſmiting, the Prophet was trou. 
bled, that Men were no more affected, as 
well he might · From whence I obſerve, 
That general Mortality, ſpoyld be generally 

195 No Man, high or low, good 
or bad, but ſhould much lay to heart all the 
ſtrokes of God, which bring death, that 
great blow to Man's Beeing. Mortality by 
Plague, Sword, Famine, or any other way, 
or by any other Diſeaſe, ſhould be well con- 


. ſidered, and well made uſe of, eſpecially it 


it reach the righteous, as well as others. 
The Lion bath roared, who will not fear ? The 
Lord God hath fpoken,who can but Propheſie 2 
Aw0: 3. 8. Nature teacheth this in all Crea- 
tures, that when ſuch Creatures of prey are 
abroad, which they know they axe in dan- 


1 ger of to be preyed upon, to dread and 


rremble, and to take all care they can, to 
ſhun them, and to ſave themſelves. The 
Prophet Mica, who Propheſied in the ſame 
time with Iſaiah, which ſo complained in 
my Text, complaineth juſt like him, and 


almoſt in the ſame wards, ' Mica 2. 2 The 


755 Man us periſbed owt of the Earth, and 


. there is none upright among den they all lie 


jw ait. for loo, they bynt every May his 15 
10 
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3 tber with a Net, 8c, As if the Prophet had 
ſaid, Good men periſh out of the Earth. and 
this is ſo far from being laid to heart, and 
lookt upon as any judgment, that all vio. 
lences are uſed to take away the reſt, eyery 
one lieth in wait for blood, yea the blood 
of his Brother, as Cain lay in wait for his 
Brothers blood, And where will this end? 
And by this grief of this Prophet, I gather > 
that general Mortality, the periſheing of 
good Men, and the periſhing of others, by 

_ yiolences, and murders, and ſuch like, ought 
much to affect the living, and not che lives & 
of all ſorts to be taken away, and made no 
more of, than of Dogs, or Hops, by the | 
death of which there is an adyantage. By 
this Prophet Iſaiab, we may ſee this Doctrin 
again confirmed, that general ſtrokes ſhould 
generally affect, J. 64 9 10,11. Be t 
wrath very ſoon, O Lord, neither remember 
iniquity for ever, behold, we beſeech thee, .uh | 
are all thy People. Thy holy Cities are a .. 
dern: ſi. Zion is a Wilderneſs, Jeruſalem a de- 
folatiin, the holy and beautiful Houſe our Fa. 
thers wor ſhipped thee in burnt with Fire, and 
all our pleaſant things laid waſt. The Pro- 

et in theſe words ſpeaketh propherically, 
and beholdeth and repreſenteth that which 
was to be as done, namely the de ſtruction 
and deſolation of Jeraſalim, and that ſtate, 

Perſons and things, one and all, and how 

doth he ſpeak of this general Mortality of 

a | Perſor $ 
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Ferfons and things, good and bad, high ind 

low? Doth he ſpeak of it ſlightly ? O no, 
but with much complaint, and ſtrong cry, 
and bemoans to God. Be mt wrath very 


fore, O Lord, be not angry for ever, Sion 10 


a Deſolation, Jeruſalem a Wilderneſs , &c. 


In cheſe Deſolations, as you know by the 


Scripture, there was Death by Plague, 


Sword and Famine, then I conclude, that 
general Mortality, ſhould be generally laid 
to heart, for the Prophet did thus complain 


to God, to affect all Men, that they might 


; | ſo complain to God, as he did, how ſadiy 


matters went amongſt them. Take one Scri- 
pture more, Lam. 1.6, And from the Daugh- 
ter of Zim, a'l her beauty iu departed, ber 
Princes are become like Harti, that can finde 
10 paſture, and they are gone without ſtrength 
before the Purſuer. This Prophet layeth to 
heart particularly the diſtreſles of Princes, 
and great Men; and alaſs, what are all 
theſe, to the diſtreſſes, and death of the 
righteous, and holy, arid merciful Men; 
which proves that we ſhould lay to heart 
the common ſtrokes of God, as the Sword 
and Peſtilence take away one as well as a- 


nother, bad and good, high and low, 


I will prove this Point more particularly 
and diſtinckly to you. Fiiſt, We are to lay 
to heart Mortality by the peſtilence. 7 have 
ſent among you the Peſtilence after the manrer 
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i Agypt, your Horſes have I taken away, 
and have made the Fink of your Camps te 
come up into your Neſt hrils, and ſo killed jou 
with Plagues, and Diſeaſes, attending the 
Sword, and yet je have not returned to me, 
Amos 4.10. that is, you have not laid thingy 
to heart throughly, to be aſhamed of our 
evil ways, and to turn from them, The 
death of Men, nay the death of Horſes, 
(as ſuch deaths not long ſince were amongſt #7 
them) we are to lay to heart, and ſo to lay 
to heart, as ro prepare to meet God; then 
the death of good Men by the Peſtilence 
we are ſurely to lay to heart. From above 
hath he {ent 4 Fire into my Bones, and it pre- 
vailed againſt them, he hath made me deſolate 
and faint all the day, Lam. 1. 13. The Pro- 
pher in theſe words, as in all the reſt, per- 
ſonateth che ſtate of the Peaple generally, 


and much laid to heart GOD's immediate 


ſtrokes upon the Perſons of Men, by many 
mortal fierce Diſeaſes, without ſparing any, 
From absve hath he ſent Fire into my © 
Bones, and it hath prevailed, &c. | 


Secondly, Mortality by Famine is to be 
laid to heart. The Prophet Foe] ſpeaketh 
of this ſtroke, which indeed is great. — The 
Land is as the Garden of Eden before them, © 
and behind them a deſolate Wilderneſs, and no» 
thing ſpall eſcape them, ſpeaking of Vermin ſo © 
di vouring all Man's Proviſiun, Joel 2. 3. 
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at the 12th. verſ. of this Chapter the pro- 
phet telleth us what effect this ſhould have. 
T berefore now alſo ſaith the Lord, turn ye ta 
we with all your heart and with faſting weep- 
ing. and with mourning, rent you! hearts, and 
not your Garments, for be —— who 
knoweth if be will return repent. By 


—_ 
* 


& which of theſe ſtrokes either Peſtilence or 


Famine, the godly were taken away, no 
Man can ſay; for, by Peſtilence, Famine, 


and Sword, did the Lord contend with that 


People; That he contended with them by 
Famine, the Prophet oel, and alſo the Pro- 
phet 7eremiah teſtifieth , They have ſowtn 
Wheat, and ſhall — T borns, they have — 
themſelves to pain, but ſhall not profit (thus 
doth the Prophet, poſcere aciem, bid battel) 
and ye ſhall be aſhamed of your revenue, be- 
— of the fierce anger of the Lord, Jer. 12. 
13. But moſt plain in Ee. c. 4. & J. 
Where the Prophet is commanded to make 
Bread wich Beans and Fitches, and to eat 
this by weight, and to mix dung with it, 
And muſt this be laid to heart ? Ves, much: 
How can any do otherwiſe ? Thus ſaith the 
Lard, ſmite with the Hand, and ftamp with 
the Foot, and ſay, alaſs for all the evil abomi- 
nations of the Howſe of Iſrael, for they ſhall 
fall by the Swerll by the Famine, aud by the 
Peſtileuce, Brek. 6. 11. Then they fell by 
all theſe, and then it is probable that the 
tigtiteous fell by all theſe, as others; then 
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we ſhould lay to heart Mortality by alt 
theſe; we ſhould /anite with the Hand, and 
flamp with the Fort, and ſay alaſs , What 
great abominations have cauſed all theſe 
great Judgments > God's temporal ſtrokes 
and judgments, which kill and ſlaughter all 
ſotts, ſhould much be laid co heart by all 
forts. 


But you will ſay, What is it to lay to 
heart, the mortal ſtrokes of GOD in a 
Nation ? 


J anſwer, It is to be deeply ſenſible of 
the cauſe, as it may be in our ſelves, or in 
the Nation wherein we live. Oblerve bow 
the Lord counſelleth Ezekiel to carry it, in 
the day of their dreadful miſery, — Thaw 
ſaith the Lord, ſmite with thine Hand, and 
ſtamp with thy Foot, and ſay alaſs for all the 
evil abominations of the Land of Iſrael: He 
doth not barely bid him to ſay, alaſs for all 
the evil puniſhments of the Land, as Sword, 


Peſtilence, and Famine, but alaſs for all the ' 


wickedneſs of the Land, which hath cauſed 


theſe. He that i far off ſhall fall by the Pe. : 
fiilence, and be that is neer ſpall fall by the © 


Sword, and he that remains, and 1 beſieged 
all die by Famine, Ezeck.6.1t.12. So that 
to lay to heart mortal ſtrokes in a Nation, 


is to be deeply affected with the cauſe af 


them, in our ſelves, or in others. 


[ 
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If you azk me further, where we have * 


all 

nd fonnd out cauſes in our ſelves,and in others 
Tat qnos accidam ? às Saluſt ſaith, 

fe 


To whom ſhall I curn and proſtrate my 2. 
ſelt ? and ſay, I have finn'd, and done this 
evil abomination ? 


Anſ». To God, in the Name of Chriſt. 4. 
Therefcre thus ſaith the Lord, turn you even 
unto me, with all your heart and with faſting, 
and with wet ping, and with mourning, Joel 2. 
12. And to do this forth-wich, preſently 
without all delay, or elſe to be ſure it is not 
turning to the Lord with all the heart. To 
lay to heart God's willing Diſcipline, is to 
be full of deep ſorrow for ſin in our ſelves, 
and others as the proper cauſes ot all ſorts 
of deaths, and deaths of all ſorts of Per- 
ſons, good and bad, and to turn from theſe 
to the Lord, and to believe on Chriſt, that 
the Lord for his ſake will be pacified, and 
turn away all his diſpleaſure, and not mike 
us a reproach unto the Heathen, as ic is in 
that Chapter, J oel 2.17. 
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2 Having thus proved an! opened the 77 x, 
Doctrin, I will ſhew you in the next Place, 
what Uſe may be made of it. Fi,, This 
Point is profitable co teach. It we are to 
be deeply ſenſible of temporal itrokes, ſuci 
as refer to the death of our bodies, then 
4 much more are we to be ſenſible «| ſpiri- 
, (3 3 cual 
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tual ſtrokes, and eternal ſtrokes, which re- 


fer to the death of our Souls. I will fend 
a Famine, not of Bread, but of heating the 
Word of the Lord. And they ſpall wander from 
Sea to Sea, and from the North to the Eaſt, 
they ſpall run to and fre to ſeek the Word of 
the Lord, aud ſpall not finde it, Amos 8. 11, 
12. How diligently we get the Bills of 
Mortality now, and being come up to 
Thouſands, O how we lift up our hands, 
but who brings in Weekly Bills of our 
Death of Souls , by the Famine of the 
Word, of hearing the Word of the Lord, 
in City and Country? A great deal of do 
ſeems to be, about the death of Bodies, but 
ah Lord, how many Thouſand, Thouſand 
Souls, have periſhed in this City, and in 
theſe Nations, in a few years paſt, for want 
of hearing the Word of the Lord, that is 


able to ſave the Soul! Be not wrath ver 


ſear, ſee, behold, we are thy People, Zion ts a 
Wilderneſs, Jeruſalem a Deſolation, and all 
our pleaſant things are ſcattered, Mill the 
Lord refrain for theſe things ? Herein the 
Prophet ſeems to be toucht to the quick, 
that Zion and Jeruſalem was deſolate, and 
all theſe Soul · plealant things were ſpoiled, 
whereby Souls ſtaryed and periſhed, and 
Soul-Famine, and Peſtilence was made, a 
Famine of hearing the Word of the Lord, 
that whither ſoever they went, from one 
City to another, from one Sea to another, 
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©: vas all alike ; This, this the Prophet Mid 


deeply to heart, and ſo ſhould we ; I urge 
it by way of proportion, if we ſhould deep- 
ly lay to heart bodily death, then much 
more Soul- death and deſtruct on. A fide ex- 
erb it ans, puxiendus, ſaith the Civilian, fueh 
as play the wanton, from the truth, muſt 
be puniſhed anſwerably. We have been, 
and yet ſtill are, a fide exorbitantes, ſuch as 
play che unruly Perſons from the truth, 
Children of Belial, which cannot bear 
Chriſt's Yoke, full of Soul-:tch for ano- 
ther Goſpel, and being thus lend in ſpi- 
rituals, anſwerably in ſpiritual liberties and 
enjoyments hath God puniſhed us; it is not 
a little peril unto us, that we meet now, al- 
though the hand of God affright ſuch, as 
would be looking after us; This, this we 
ſhould deeply lay to heart, that the Bread 
for our Souls fails, from the Houſe of our 
God. The ſtrokes of God, and the ſtrokes 
of Men together, affright away che Paſtors, 
and ſo the Paſtures of your Souls, and yer 
all this but the Juſt puniſhment of much 
ſpiritual wantonneſs and exorbitancy. 


Secondly, Tf temporal ſtrokes which re- 
fer to the death of the body, ſhould be laid 
much to heart, then Eternal ſtrokes, which 
make the everlaſting deſtruction of the 
Soul, ſhould be deeply laid to heart much 
more. Such a ſtroke as that, Ii. 63. 17. 
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Tord, Why haſt tbon made un to erre from 
thy wens? and hardened our hearts from 
thy fear? and ſuch as that, Prov. 17. 1e. 
A reproef enter eth more into a wiſe Man, than 
an hundred ſtripes into a Fool, Some Mens 
hearts are by the inward ſtrokes of GOD 
made Judgment-proof, that Plague, Famine 
and Sword, all the Ten Plagues that were 
inflicted on Pharaoh, and Ten more to them, 
will not ſtir them, nor turn them, no more 
than they ſtopped or turned him, nor yer 
ſo much, And what do you ſee in this day, 
done on the bearts of Men by the hand of 
God abroad, now, of Sword, Famine, and 
Peſtilence? Do theſe enter the hearts of 
Men? This ſpeaks that Eternal ſtrokes, ju- 
dicial wrath upon the Soul is abroad, fit- 
ing Men for Eternal death much, of which 
I tear the moſt of us, are little aware. O 
Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how oft winld 1 have 
fathered thee, as a Hen her Chicken, and thou 
would not, but now they are hid from thine 
Eyes. This was a Soul-mortal, and an Eter- 
nal ſtroke, and how Chriſt laid it to heart 
how he ſighed and wept!'O Peruſalem. And 
if aur Goſpel be hid, it is hid unto them that 
periſb, ſaith the Apoſtle ; and bow long 
hath th's (iroke been, upon the Souls of 
moſt Aſſemblies in theſe Nations, and elſe 
where ! the Power of the Goſpel hid, and 
a ſpurious efficacy gone forth in the place 
thereof, ſaithſul Labourers fiſhing all night, 
oi 7 | and 


and can catch nothing, ſcarce convert 4; 
Soul, and unfaithful Labourers, ſuch as + 
come not in by the Door, but come in their 
own name, theſe pervert many, yea, though 
they come with never ſo damnable Do- 
ctrines, if denying the Lord that bought 
them, yet flockt after, O give me leave to 
tell you, in this day of God's ſore Vitita- 
tion, Hinc ille lachryme, theſe are Soul- 
Plagues, which haye brought our Bodily- 
Plagues theſe are Sou!-mortal and eternal 
rokes, becauſe we have not received the 
truth in the love of it, and no Man of us 
have laid theſe to heart; as we ſhould, Spi- 
ritual Plagues and Judgments, haye ſwepe 
away Souls by thouſands all the Nations o- 
ver, many years together, and who of us 
have laid this Mortality to beart, as we 
ſhoutd > See how the Prophet 1/a:4b layeth 
to heart ſpiritual ſtrokes, I/. 24. 16, 17. 
HM) leanneſs, my leauneſs; the treacherous dea- 
ter hath dealt treacheronſly, yea the treachg- 
rous dealer hath dealt very treacherouſly, fear, 
| and the ſnare, and the Pit are upon thee. Trea- 
' Chery, ſwearing, forſwearing, thus in ſpix 
ritual matters, as Judas who betrayed C brift,* 
and as much as in him lay, the Bodies and 
$ou!'s of all Man- kind, ſuch treacherous 
dealers were the Jews, which the Prophets 
much bewailed, as great, ſpiritual and eter- 
nal ſtrokes, and ſo ſhould we. as we ſee theſe 
on any Nation, for theſe things are writ:en 
| | for 
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for our learning, that we ſhould follow the 


foot-ſteps of the Flock. It were well we 
that live in theſe laſt and worſt times of the 
World, could with the Prophet for like 
— ſigh and fay, Hy leanneſs, that we 
could figh our ſelyes lean this day before 
the Lord, becauſe of hypocrifie, treachery, 
and all Soul- villany, and ſpiritual wicked- 
neſs; and the hypocriſie and treachery of 
our own hearts, greateſt of all, and O how 
ſhould we figh and lament our ſelves lean 
for this, ere the Plague ſweep us away, 


The next Uſe of this Point may be for 
Reproof, and it may reprove two ſorts, 
1. Such as are ſenſible of nothing. 2. Such 
as are ſenſible of nothing to purpoſe, Firſt, 
This may reprove ſuch as are ſenſible of 
nothing ; or nothing ſenſible. Temporal 
ſtrokes are thick, God and Man upon us, 
Peſtilence at home, War abroad, God and 
Man killing and flaughtering us, one at 
Sea, *tother ar Land, Is not this general 
Mortality? God ſhoots his Arrows every 
where, and how great is his dread fallen 
upon us! In what Street of this poor City 
can one walk, but dead Corps and Ghoſts 
walk; In what Fields about this City can 
one walk, where death alſo doth not walk, 
and as God's Bailiff, ſeize and arreſt, and 
carry away, to the great Bar aboye, and to 
the Judge of all the World, to — 
chat 
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that they have done here in the Body; go 
or bad? At what corner of this City, enn 
we that live abroad creep in, and not be 
met and ſaluted with trains of dead Corps, 
| carrying to the Grave, to new Church- 
| yards, and New-exchanges, old Burying- 
places being over · fatted and glutted, and 
Corps inhumanely crowding one another 
out of their Places, before the time; and 
among all theſe ſad ſalutations, ſome righ- 
teous Men, and merciful Men ard Women 
taken away, and we can cell their names, 
and where they lived, and ſo ends the ſtory, 
till the next Bill ot Mortality come out, 
wich more taken away, and then they put 
out the talk of the other, and this is our 
laying of matters to heart, which is rather 
a laying them to our Heads and Tongues, 
than to our Hearts : What change do al 

your New-exchanges make ? He that wag 
a Drunkard, is ſo ſtill : He thamwas an A- 
dulterer, is ſo ſtill: And be that was an Hy- 
pocrite, and a Formaliſt, is ſo ſtill. They 
that were malicious to the righteous Man, 
and to the merciful Man, are ſo ſtill. Is it 
not at our peril even now, to meet to 
Preach and Pray, as we do at this time? 
And have not righteous and merciful ones, 
been hunted from Praying , even in this 
Plague-time ? And is not this our laying to 
bearr general Mortality ? May not God 
well take choſe home to himſelf, of whom 


we are ſo weary ? who gave Facob for 4 
fp111, and Iſrael to the Robbers Did not the 
Lord, He, againſt whom we have finned ] for 
they would not walk, in bis ways, neither were 
they obedient to bis Law. Therefore be hath 
poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the 
firength of Battel, and hath ſet bins on fire 
round about, yet he knew not, and it burned 
bim, yet he laid it not to heart, Iſa. 42. 25. 
So it may be ſaid of us, the hand of the 
Lord ſlayeth us round about, heaps upon 
heaps, and we walk as if we knew nothing, 
as if it nothing concerned us. Who ſmites 
upon his chigh, ſaying, What have I done, 
to cau ſe all this? What is that wickedneſs 
in my heart, by which I have ſlain ſo many, 
and ſo good People, righteous and merci ful 
ones? Lord have mercy upon us, is put up 
now at next Door, it is now right over a- 
gainſt me, ſaich another ; but, Lord have 
mercy up me, what have I yet in my 
heart amiſs, that hath brought the wrath of 
God fo nigh me, to ſtare me in the Face? 
T will ſcatter them (faith the Lord) among 
the Heathen, whom neither they nor their Fa- 
thers hade known, and I will ſend a Sword 
after them, till I bave conſumed them, and 
obſerye what follows, Were they moved 
with this ſoar threat? Thus ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, conſider ye, and call for the mouru- 
ing Women, that they may come, and ſend for 
cunning Womey that they may come, and let 
them 
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them make haſt, and take up 4 wailing, Jer: 
9. 17, 18. As if the Prophet had faid, un- 
leſs you ſend for ſome artificial mourning, 
here will be no mourngng at all, for all thick 
God hath threatned or executed, every ones 
heart is ſo dead and ſtone- hard; and juſt 
ſo it is now with the moſt of us, chat cer- 
tainly the Plague of the heart, is much 
more numerous, than the Plague upon our 
Bodies. If any ask, as Livy in another caſo- 
Quin ad hoc accingeris ? But why do not 
People gird themſelves to this thing, no 
more? Truly I know not; tis all the 
Plague. 


oe 0 3 ON O00 


Secondly, Such are to be reproved, who 2; 
lay things co heart a little, but nothing to 
purpoſe; as when the Plague is come neer 
them, or when they meet the white Rod, 
and the black followers upon Neighbours, 
nay, upon ſtrangers ſhoulders ; for fear the 
dead ſhould infect their living Friends, chen 
they Rand and ſtare, and liſt up their Eyes 
and Hands, O what a dole ful fight is this / 
ko and others concerned for their Relations, 

weep a while, and wring their hands. 

No Mather loſt ſuch a Child. But as for fin 

the cauſe of all this, Who cries out of this? 

Who turns from this? Or, who enquires 

after Chriſt, to take hold of him, to make 
his peace with God, that theſe mortal quar- f 
rel might ceaſe? How many converts by "7 
the I 
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the Plague, can ye ſhew me? By ſmearing 
and lying, and killing and ſtealing, and com. 
ting adaltery, Men break, out, and blod 

w sf blood, therefore ſhall the Land mourn 
and every one that dwelleth therein ſpall lan- 
gaiſh with the Beaſt of the Field, and the 
Fowl of Heaven, and Fiſhes of the Sea; yet 
let mo Man ſtrive nor reprove another, for the 
People are as they that ftrive with the Prieſt, 
therefore ſhalt thay fall in the day, and the 
Prophet ſhall fall with thee in the Night, 
Hof. 4- 3, 4+ The Dutch Notes are worth 
your peruſal, upon theſe words. The fowl- 
eſt ſinners were committed by great ones, 
and if any offered to reprove theſe, and ſeek 
to bring them to the ſenſe of their evil 
ways, they were ſure to be ſilenced, and o- 
ther wiſe puniſhed, ſo fat were that People, 
from laying any thing to heart. They ſtrove 
with che Prieſt, i. e. ſcorned his reproofs, 
ſtopt his mouth, impriſoned, baniſhed, kill- 
ed all that oppoſed, and this was their lay. 
ing to heart God's dealings with them; the 
end was anſwerable, they all ranks high and 
low, periſhed by the wrath of GOD and 
common judgment; and, ſo ſhall we, or any 
People who tread in their ſteps : or elſe, 
why are ſuch Scriptures written ? A little 
laying to heart of late hath ſeemed to be, 
by commanding Fire to be made in all 
Streets, and this, and this 1 fear, is as 1 
have ſaid, a little ſenſe of God's hand, and 
La (0 
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to very little purpoſe. It muſt be other 
Bor-fires to purge the Heavens, to clear 
the higheſt Heavens. Whole heart is a fire 
23s a righteous man, as righteous Lot, ven 
with the unclean conyerlation of the wick- 
ed? Who ſighs and cries for his on wick- 
edneſs,and che wickedneſs of the Land,and 
turneth from the evil of his way, and look- 
eth to him that fires the Prayers and Offer 
ings of his People, by his ſweet Incenſe and 
Interceſſion? Bad men, and good men die 
daily, and is this Preaching only curned ins 
to prating for an Hour, by all you that paſs 
by ? Such is dead, and tother is dying, &c. 
And is here all? One of the Cardinals ha- 
ving a great Biſhoprick in Germany in Eu- 
ther's days, onſeſled that the Maſs. was not 
void of its faults, that che Courts of Rem 
were corrupted, that a general reformation 
of the Prieſts and Friers was neceſſary, but 
that the poor raſcal Monk Lat ber ſhould 
begin all that, be thought intollerable, and 
anſwerably ſet againſt him; ſo the Men of 
this Age will confeſs that there are many 
things amiſs in all ranks, but that ſuch poor 
raſcals ſhould reprove them in their Ser- 
mons and lives; this, this is now not to be 
endured, Priſons are too good for ſuch, and 
the Cure is worſe than the Diſeaſe. And 
this is all che ſenſe that theſe wiſe men have 
of matters amiſs, which is a little ſenſe, bus 
to no purpoſe, e 

Let 
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2 Let us make uſe of this Doctrite in the 


next Place, to try our ſelyes by it. Are you 
ſuch as lay to heart the hand of God now, 
the taking away of righteons and wicked, 
merciful and un-mercitul Men? In moſt 
Houſes ate dead Bodies, if not yet in every 
Houſe, as in gt; In your Houſes it 
may be are, or have been, dead Bodies, and 
now ſome dying; Are ye ſenſible what dead 
Souls ye have, and how hard to be raiſed 
from the dead ? How much alive to evil 
quickly; but as NA, as dead-hearied as a 
ſtone to all good, to the great good, Chriſt, 
and to the embracing of him. Some are 
well, and yet ſtill 2 their hand to 
the Phyfician, ſaith Seneca, their hearts be- 
ing like a Pond after a ſtorm, a long while 
trembling. Some are not Soul well, the 
Plague of a hard heart being on them, and 
their ſores and ſwellings daily fo be ſeen 
without ſearching for, and yet never offer 
their Pulſe to any to feel them, but Judge 
themſelves well, and their ſtare good;whictr 
confidence is carnal, and an evident token 
of an impenitent and inſenfible heart. 


If ye ſay that ye have no calamity in your 
Families, nor Death in your Houſes, yet 
Death is much in the dwellings of many o- 
thers ; Ho do ye lay this to heart ? God 
doth whip ſome upon others backs, and this 
i» render mercy, and ſhould be the more 

— melting, 


| proyocations _—_ is true, but that it 
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melting and abaſing, and drawing to Chriſt 
as Cords of great love; Is it thus with you? 
How the Prophet Feremiab was affected 
with the calamicy-of others, eſpecially as 
be ſaw it did no good upon their Souls, 
which was an evident token, how well it 
wroughe upon his Soul; though others 
ſmarted, yet he laid co heart, and profited, 
CAM bowels, my bowels, I am pained at my 
very heart, my heart maketh, a noiſe in me, 1 
cannot hold my peace, becauſe then haſt beard, 
© my Soul, the ſound of the trumpet, ani the 
alarum of War. Deſtruition upon deſtrutlion 
#cryed, for the whole Land « ſpoiled, ſua> 
denly are my Tents ſpoiſed, and my Curtams 
is 4 wowent ; How long ſhall I ſee the Stan- 
dard, and bear the ſexnd of the Trumpet f 
frog rap & fooliſh, they have net known 
we, they are ſotti]h Ch den, they have n0 un· 
dnfunting, thy eve wifes de evi, but to ds 
1 they have no kw ge, Jer. 4. 19, 20. 

et us apply theſe words to our ſelves, do 
not we lie in ſuch an ill frame of Spirit ? 
Are not our hearts (though God's hand be 
ſo heavy) ſtill ſottiſh and ſenſloſs of all chat 
whereby we have provoked God, to do all 


p this againſt us ? Very wiſe and quick to ſee 
the M — 


oat in others Eyes, and to lay the 
blame at others doors. You will ſay, ſo did 
Jeremiah, in this Scripture which yon bave 
quoted. I a»{wer, That the Propher did ſee 
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” was not without looking well to his o 


heart; fee per. 12. 1,2, 3. Righteont art 
thou O Lord, when I plead with thee, yet Ted 
me talk with thee of thy judgments. Where. 
fere dith the way of the wicked proſper? here 
fore are all they happy, which deal very trta. 
cherouſly? Thou haſt planted them, yea they 
have takin ret, they grow, yea they bring 
forth fruit, tbon art neet in their months, and 
far from their Neiu; but. tbhoa O Lord k- 
eft me, and ſeen me, and trytd my heart 204 
wards thee, pull them ont like Sheep for the 
ſlaug hter, and prepare them for the Day 4 
ſlaughter. As if he had faid; thou kaoweſ 

right well that I have ſrailties-and infitmi» 
ties many; yet thou alſo knoweſt that I bes 
wail them, and in all things I endedyour to 
approye my ſelf ro thee by thy help, and 
would do nothing to provoke thee in this 
Day. Cab we this approve dut felyes to 
GOD now? | == 


Let the laſt Uſe of this Doctrine be for 
Exhortacion. Be ſenſible, and lay to heart 
this mortal time, and this dying day; the 
many thouſands of all ſorts, good and bad, 
which now are ſwept away. Let it not be 
ſaid, that the Graves are wide open, Hell 
is wide open, but out 'heares are iN faſt 
ſhur. Righteous and merciful Men, as well 
as profane drunken covetous Nabalt are 
taken away but none lay to heart one — 
412 k 4 cue 
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well now to your conſciences, what dread- 


(v5) 
the other. If the Prophets charge in 

Text, ſhould be found a true charge agai 
us, alaſs for us! we. are all dead Men and 
Women, and no eſcaping. Wherefore ſtir 
up your ſelyes, weep not for the dead, but 
weep for your ſelves, ſaying alaſs,alaſs,whac 
have I done? How do I live, that ſo many 
die where 1 dwell? Do not I infe& the Pa- 
riſh > my Family? this-City 2 And be cloſe 
home in theſe Queries, and in theſe Heart- 
ſmitiogs ; for ſurely, if we did judge our 
felyes as we ſhould, every one in truth, we 
ſnould not thus continually be Judged of the 
Lord. The Bells cole and ring in your cars, 
every Morning and Evening, but is there 
nothing elſe ſounds in your Ears? No A- 
chan no accurſed thing that yet your hearts 
hide — cleaye ok a to? And will not 
yer, h thus affrighted, part with? 4 
dreadful „ is in TOR in proſperity the [4b 19.21 
Deſtrozer ſhall come vp him, ſaid Eliphaz 

to Job, he ſpeaks to 7ob, as to a worlgly 

Man, catcht in his worldly ways. Y ou have 

had worldly ways, and tumblings all over 

the World you Citizens, and now you are 

at leifare, and quiet, Do you not hear ſome 

dreadful ſound, in your ears of fin, in this 

and in that? you have complained for want 

of leiſure, now you have leiſure, pray liſſen 


ful reports they ate ready to make at the 
great Bac above againſt you, O lay cheſt 
H 
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to heart well, for theſe have lain you and 
us now, in all that is dear, and will ſlay yer 
all che remnant, unleſs we all repent, The 
Prophet E/ija by killing two Captains and 
their Fifties, brought the third Captain up- 
on his knees, and to humble himſelf, whe - 
ther in cruch I know not, but he ſaved his 
life by it, and che lives of his Fifty men. O 
that Chrift by killing ſo many Thouſands, 
ſo many Eight Thouſands, and ſo many 
Five Thouſands, mighe bring the reſt upon 
their knees indeed to him; he got his life, 
and we ſhould ger our lives and onr Souls , 
and ſo would the Plague, as a Plague not 
come nigh our dwelling. 


Secondly, Let me exhort yon to lay to 
heart the import of theſe general ſtrokes, 
that one and all are ſo cut off, wicked and 
righteous, Theſe kind of general ſtrokes 
do import, that we all have finn'd, and have 
much provoked God, one as well as ano- 
ther. Righteous Men, and merciful Men, 
have not been ſo holy and righteous,and ſo 
merciful as we ſhould. Behold, the Days 
come, ſaith che Lord, bat I will parſo the 
circumciſed with the uncircumciſed. /Egypt 
and Jada, and ſo puts them together, and 
then Edem and Ammon, and Aaab and 1/- 
rael, with them which are in the uttermoſt 
parts of the Earth, For a/l theſe Nations are 
unc ircumciſed in Fleſh, and all the Houſe of 

, Iſrael 
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Iſrael are uncircumciſed in heart, Jer. 9. 25, 
26, Some Men are outwardly and openly 
ſtark naught, and the beſt of us it ſeems 
are not ſo good at heart as we ſhould be; 
this let us lay to heart all of us. Or elſe 
the import of this general mortality is, that 
God means to harden the hearts of ſome 
much, by (laying the good as well as the 
bad, chat they who bave no mind to repent 
and change their courſes, may be confirmed 
and encouraged in them, in as much as they 
ſee, that they eſcape as well as others, and 


live as long as others. The Wotld is draw- 


ing on apace to Atheiſme, and the provi- 
dence of God ſeems to rock the Cradle. 
The Idolater and the fincere worſhiper,the 
ſuperſtitious and the truly tender conſci- 
ence; Nabal and the merciful Abigail, all 
die promiſcuouſly , Why, who can tell now 
which to prefer to follow ? That one may 
think his Religion as good as the Gther, the 
the Papiſt and Proteſtant both die of the 
Plague ; and char the ceremoneiſt may think 
as well of his way, as the ſtrict Non · confor · 
miſt, they both die of the Plague, and this 
is a Plague indeed to ſome; this is raining 
ſnares upon Men,which are willing to ſlum- 
ber in their own ways. Some are afraid to 
be over-righteous, and over-{tri&, and the 
judgments of God falling ſo promiſcuouſly, 
will make ſuch very temperate in their Re- 
ligion , If chis be the import of God's de- 

| H 3 ſtroy- 
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bo ing righteous and wicked, to harden 
ight and looſe Profeſſors, we had need 
look well to it, who profefs the Goſpel, 
that we be very ſubſtantial -and real, and 
that we be not catche with this ſnare of 
Judging by outward appearante, but look to 
the Word, what that requires. This ſnare 
the Prophet Malachy ſpeaks of, Mal. 2. 17. 
Te have meatied the Lord with your words, 
and yet ye (ay wherein have we weatied him? 
When ye ſay that every one that doth evil : 
good in the fight of the Lord; or, Where i 
the God of. judgment ? Surely the Lord likes 
our good tellowſhip, and all the latitudes 
we - and carnal contents and pleaſureg, 
as well as their rigid ſtri& ſelf.denying con- 
verſation, or elſe he would not ſpare us ag 
much or more than he doth them; lay to 
heart this import of GOD promiſcuous 
dealing above all. how God hardens finners 
in their ſins by ſuch dealings. 


Or Thirdly, and Laffly, This promiſcu - 
dus dealing of God imports,that which my * 
Text here tells us, chat there are greater e- 
vils to come, which God takes the righte- 
ous from, and this ſhould be much faid to 
heart indeed, according to the very letter of 
my Text. S0 was 70 by a lels jodgment, 
taken from a greater. A preſents præſumitur, 
tice futura, laith the Civilian. From pre- 
ent things, we may preſume concerning ſu · 

| wag | ture. 
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ture. If Let be warned and pulled out of 


-Sodow, there is ſurely ſome great and ſear- 
- ful ſtorm a coming. If God his Peo- 
ple, as he did Joa, in haſt (as it were) to 


Heaven, we may ſay with this Prophet in 
my Text, they are taken from the evil to 


come, Lay to heart thereſore the hand of 


Goll, that it ſlayes fo generally one and all; 
-and lay to heart che import of it, chat ir 
hoads ſome greater evil to come. There 
be Serpents which have heads in their tails, 
called Awphiſbane. This ſtroke of God ta- 
king away'righteous and wicked, hath a head 
in the tail of it, that will make worſe work, 
than this head which is now tore-moſt, and 
.yet how many doth this fore-moſt head now 
mite and (hay! and bow mortal and tre- 
-mncndeus is this fre- brad! 


- - Thirdly;Beexhborted to lay to heart this, 
that you may be the next cut off, who ever 
you be, ſeeing the flanghter men in this day 
ſpare none, young nor old, rich nor poor, 
coſe Lanes nor open Streets, righteous nor 
wicked. What ſhould we all then ſay to our 
ſeſves, but this, ſurely I may be next the mark 
which God will hie. What a trade the Cof- 

fin- makers, aid Grave-makers now have ? 
And Helt anſwerably doubly inlargeth it 

ſelf, as you do now ſeek out for new Church 

Yards; and ſhould not we ſmite on our 

breafts,and ſay, O the wonderful mercy and 
H 4 power 
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power, and patience of the Lotd, that note | 
of all theſe have been employed about me | 
ti That ſo many thouſands ſhould be gone 
fore, and ſo many thouſands more draw- 
ing on, and drawing after, and I yet not 
one of theſe z O magnified be the rich and 
Soveraign mercy of God! Am I morerigh- 
teous, more merciful, more uſeful with my 
Talent than ſuch, and ſuch that are gone 
O no : not worthy to be named in the Day 
with them, and yet that I ſhould be left, 


and they taken, that they ſhould have their 


turn, their over-tura before me / 


When I ſay,lay to heart, that you may be 
next, I mean more than one thing, the ad- 
miring of .GOD's mercy, that you are yet 
ſpared, I mean this alſo, lay to heart your 
ſtate, whether you be ready. 1 was wroth 
with my People: I have polluted mine Inleri- 
tance, and given them into thine baud : tlas 
didſt ſhew them no mercy; apon the ancient 
bait thou very heavily laid the yoke, And thou 
ſaidft,I ſhall be a Lady for ever : ſo that thew 
didft not lay theſe things 10 thy heart, neither 
didft remember the latter end of it, Iſa. 47. 
6, 7- Many parts of the Chriſtiana World 
are given into the hands of Men, and they 
do with them at their pleaſure, and yet are 
ſecure, and copſider not the end of ſuch 
ways, that it will be bitterneſs at laſt, I 
have nothing to do with ſuch but with you. 
| Are 
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r 
ood, and yet promiſe peace to your 

© hum, yea though GOD's flanghter-men 


and Fellers be come up to Lend, yea come rhe p 
up to your Doors; and not ſay rather to was & 


your felyes, I had need look about me, 1 Seh- 


pon , 


um likely co be next. And what if the Fel- 


ters fell me ? Whither will the Tree fall cg 


when it falleth ? Will not che fall of it be Towss, be- 


very great? If the rightedus ſcarcely eſcape or i: came 


now, it the mercitui Man ſcarcely eſcape ** 


now, Am likely to eſcape? 


Mliotives to preſs you thus to lay to heart 
theſe things, are theſe. Fiß, Is this in my 
Text, How ſew do lay matters to heart 
now, either the matters of his works or 
words,rods or eſcapes,righteousMen & mer- 
ciſul Men, rich Men and poor Men, the 
Judge and the honourable, “c. are taken 
away, and yet none lay this to heart, If 
the Prophet had ſaid few lay things to heart, 
I would have kept bis phraſe, but becanſe he 
ſaith none, I am but too juſtly lead to fay 
ſo too. - Mortality and deadneſs of Bodies 
is not yet ſo general, as mortality and dead. 
neſs of Souls. gion ffretebeth forth her hands, 
and there is none to comfort, the Lord bath 
communded concerning Jar, that by adver- 
ſaries ſhould be round about him, Feruſalew 
is 44 4 menſtr nous Woman amongſt them, Lun. 
1.17. We the Lord's People (as in 
880 
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er, and patience of the Lord, that none 
of all theſe have been employed about me 
= That fo many thouſands ſhould be gone 
fore, and ſo many thouſands more draw- 
ing on, and drawing after, and I yet not 
one of theſe ; O magnified be the rich and 
Soveraign mercy of God! Am I morerigh- 
teous, more merciful, more uſeful with my 
Talent than ſuch, and ſuch that are gone 7 
O no : not worthy to be named in the Day 
with them, and yet that I ſhould be left, 
- and they taken, that they ſhould have their 
turn, their over-tura before me 


When I ſay, lay to heart, that you may be 
next, I mean more than one thing, the ad- 
miring of .GOD's mercy, that you are yet 
ſpared; I mean this allo, lay co heart your 
ſtate, whether you be ready. 1 was wroth 
with my People: I have poltuted mine 1nheri- 
tance, and given them into thine hand: tlas 
didſt ſhew them no mercy; apon the ancient 
bait thoa very heavily laid the yoke. And thou 
ſaidft,I ſhall be a Lady fer ever : ſo that thew 
didft not lay theſe things 10 thy beart, neither 
diaſt remember the latter of it, Ifa. 47. 
6, 7- Many parts of the Chriſtian World 
are given into the hands of Men, and they 
do with them at their pleaſure, and yet are 
ſecure, and covſider not the end of ſuch 
ways, that it will be bitterneſs at laſt, I 
have nothing to do with ſuch, but with _ 
| 9 
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ood, and yet iſe peace to your 

— yea though GOD's ſlanghter · men 


and Fellers be come up to Londex, yea come rhe p 


up to your Doors; and not ſay rather to wa 5 

your ſelyes, I had need look about me, LETS 
am likely to be next. And what if the Fel- r arb 
lers fell me / Whither will the Tree fall cat 


when it falleth ? Will not the fall of it be Towns, be- 
very great? If the righcevus ſcarcely eſcape fer it came 


now, it the mercitul Man ſcarcely eſcape ** London. 


now, Am I likely to eſcape ? 


Motives to preſs you thus to lay to heart 
theſe things, are theſe. Fuß, Is this in my 
Text, How -few do lay matters. to heart 
now, either the matters of his works or 
words, rods or eſcape3,righteousMen & mer- 
ciſul Men, rich Men and poor Men, the 
Jadge and the honourable, Cc, are taken 
away, and yet none lay this to heart, If 
the Prophet had ſaid few lay things to heart, 
I would have kept bis phraſe, but becanſe he 
faith none, I am but too juſtly lead to ſay 
ſo too. Mortality and deadneſs of Bodies 
is not yet ſo general, as mortality and dead- 
neſs of Souls. Zim fretebeth forth her hands, 
and there is nine to comfort, the Lord bath 
communided concerning fag, that bis adver- 
ſeries ſhowld be round about lim, Feruſalew 
is 4s 4 menſtr neue Woman won ff them, Lam 
1. 17. We the Lord's People (as in 
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Rr, reve round about, che 
2 55 and tie mi Man "Hoch 
epongh ; But, who of the World, 

rb of our ſelres,lay this to hee d-- | 


4 Sacond Motive co preſs you " lay to 
heart theſe times, i; ale in the Texti' Lay 
4 preſent Rod, or it will be an il 

n us, that worſe things, Servos 
times Bus eee at Door. If we he yet ſenſe 
leſs, 24 wall contrary, * we ſhall be 
Seven times more; tis an ill pre- 
wy as to the whole Nation, that God may 
be laying an Axe to the Root of all. 2% 
heritage #4 to me as 4 ſpeckled Bird, the » 
round. about are againſt het, aſſemble nil Je | 
25 of the Nie to devour, they haue 
| deſolate, andi it being deſolate monern- | 
eth tt e, yt whole Loud is made defulate.be: | 0 

ae: owes hajethit.to heart, Jer. 12s 91%, 
31. T hie Fer f. eweth us che evil to come, 3 
wle 4 ſpeaks. but darkly ot. Ge- 
' RED fogetelloth general ruing, | 

dei 2 are moſt Prote - 

this . Day, and greater 

| ae Gila ep a by gadding 10 þ 
5 Way, Wiych Lr are not the 

5 of dis Peaple, For theſe things, Blaguc 

Sword. and. Famine have Neſalace 
I roteltane Countreys, Cities and 
Aer ber, and we ſeem now to be drawing 
kot theſe things chele Nations mourn, 

<> the welfare of many mournes, but | 
Perſons 
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( i93) 
Perſons are fiill inſenhble, The City being 
deſolate, it mourns, and the Land eg 6; 


folate, it mourneth; but we arg jovi 


rink Wine in Bowls, and ſtretch our — 
on our Beds of Ivory, and chant to the 


ſdubd of the Viol, Se. which preſ eth 


worſe (till to ae than LIE we feel. You 
have by your in enfble ſottiſh — un- 
Ge. 80 dealings of God, made, great 
raves for a. great mapy good. Men, and 
en things, and you wil 8 greater 
or all the reſt that remain. a row! a tone 
upon the mouth of ig, that the whole City 
may be deſolate, the whole Land be deſo- 
late, and no s If ye de not A things 


| to beart. 


A Third Motive i is this, lay to heart pro- 
ſent mortal ſtrokes, or elſe you will be ſur- 
priſed with thoſe that are to corhe, elſe the 
evils approaching, will juftly overtake you 
prawares. You will (as the fog be fing- 
ing a requiem to your fouls, Soul take thixe 
2 and be quiet; thou haſt got a yood Air 
to dwell in, and all Neighbours about us he 

en yet, there is gt aue fick ot Plaghe 
in all che Pariſh; and thou haſt, got 
cellent receit againſt the pl __ m_ 
ſuch uſed it all the laſt gr gue, au 
were all well, ow ſome Erla will yay 
ſettle, and ſo be iſed with God's Vift- 


tation. 7 will vifie hem that arg [etled 11 


(104) 
their Lees, ſaith the Lord; and a Viſitation 


when People are thus ſecure, will be a 2 


rage with a vengeance,to Soul and Body. 
an Eternal Plague, that by dying you will 


die. This Plague is ſpoken of, Ia. 29. 9. 
Stay your ſelves and wonder, cry ye out and 
cry, they are drancken,but not with Mine, they 


fp but net with ſtrong drink,, for the Lord © 
bath ponred out upon the Spirit of deep ſleep, © 


and bath cloſed your eyes, your Prophets and 
Ralers, the Srers hath he covered, aud the vi · 
Fon of all in become unte you as the wonder of 


- 


4 Bock that is ſealed. I am afraid that this i 


the Plague of the Plagus that ij up . A 
ſpirit'ot deep ſleep is poured upon all ranks, 
wherefore cry out, and cry if ye can, ye 


handful, which are here this day, yet in the 


Land of the living, that ye with all the reſt | 


be not ſurpriſed, with the Eyil that is yet to 
come. 


Fearthly, You are the Men and Women 


which have ſeen afflictions, as the Prophet | 


eremy laid, I am the Man that have ſeen 
affliftien by the Rod of bit wrath, Lam. 3. f. 

on have not only read the Bills, but you 
have been ar the Burials, you bave been of 
the Mourners that have gone about the 
Streets: You have ſeen the black trains of 
dead Corſes, going by Sites and Tens to 
their long home, therefore your eyes ſhould 
aflect and afflict your heatts; Alaſs, if we 


here 
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here in the midſt of ſo many; Thouſand * 
deaths, be Soul-dead, and lay nothing to 
heart, how is it likely that they in the 
Country, which ſee none of cheſe Sermons, 
© ſhould be deeply affected. They have ſcarce- 
| 1 ly che Word to quicken them in many pla- 
® ces, and you have the Word and the Rod, 
and the Marks of the Rod upon your Bo- 
dies, and upon the Bodies of yours, the 
+ Marks of the Lord Feſw wrath, you that 

have ſuch feeling Sermons, and not feel, 
; bow will this be cryed out upon GOD 
that is come ſo neer to judge, you that have 

been ſ@ neer the Grave, it not Hell, that 
bave dwelt in Solgotba, among nothing but 
> Tombes, Graves, Sculs, and lean walking 
3 Ghoſtes for ſo many Moneths this Year 
© when others have been out. of the ſight and 
bearing of all cheſe things, if you weep not 
to them, *tis very unlikely chat they will c 
.. weep unto you. 
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Finally, This duty of laying to heart 
4 the promiſcuous mortal ſtrokes of God, is 
na duty, wherein God will help you, and ſuc- 
ceed you, therefore up, and be at it. God 
bath promiſed to rake ama the heart of fene, 
| and t0 give a heart of Fleſh : and that with 

weeping , and ſupplication be will lead «a: 
And therefore we ſhould wait upon the 
Word in theſe his ways, becauſe he will 
meet us, and afliſt us in the work of this 


day. 
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ave heard Ephraim bemoaning himſe 
thus, fonce I fpake ag ainſt him, I do earneſtly 
remember him ftif : God doth ſurely bear 
all bemoaning penitent ſinners, and makes 
a book of remembrance. They which go ferrh 
weeping, ſowing precious ſeed, ſhall donbrleſs 
rerarn with Ae bringing their ſbenver 
with them. And then will you be called the 
repairers of breaches, and the reſtorers of 
_ to dwell in. I conclude all with the 
aying of one— Ut velet quiſque accipiat. 
Lee every one weigh well — hath — 
faid,” and receive theſe things as he ſeeth 
good, and live in this dying day as be ſhould, 
or as he will. 


day. And God will not only affiſt, but ac? 
Cepe and proſper this work of humiliation.” 
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THE 


| DESCRIPTION 


OF A 


| FRIEND. 


Being A 
s 2 R MON 
4 ON 
L Prov. 17. 17. A 
A Friend loveth at all times, and "2 
4 Brother i u born for adverſay. 3 


Prov. xvii. Verſxvil. 


A friend loveth at all times, 
and a brother is born for 
adverſity, 


He condition of the Lords 
People is very neceſſitous 
\ and yet like to be much 
more, it may not be ther- 
fore now unſeaſonable to 
"EP It a - Preach unto you che Do- 
Arine of neighbourly love, that we may be 
ſtirred up to become helpſul one to ano- 
ther, as che ſtare of time: doth, or ſhall catf 
for at out hadds. - #8 | 
© The faturt of frierd hip, and- the oe 
c 0 theteof 
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hereof in diſtreſſed conditions, are the 
two main things of this Verſe to be lookt 
into. The nature of friendſhip, is to love, 
—— A friexd loveth, &c, Love is as much 
the formality of a friend, as rationality of * 
a Men. Humane nature begets a kind of 
Kindred between all Man-kind, which ſtate | 
ſuppoſech love. — Cam n4tura quantgm 
cogitationem inter homines conſtituar, alterum 
Alteri infidiari neſas eſt, ſaith the Civilian. 
Whereas nature makes a certain Kindred - 
between Men, for one to betray another, 
is moſt wicked. Now, if nature make a kind 
of Kindred, and ſo conſequently love, much 
more friendſhip makes a kind of Kindred, © 
yea neer Kindred, 4 brother. A friend is, us 
my Text ſaich a brother, as a very neer Kinſ- 
man, or as a neereſt Kinſman, And you 
may as well ſay « brother, is a brother wich- 
out love, as ſay a friend is a friend without 
loye. * 
A friend loveth, &c. that is, purely. Pure 
foye is that which ſptingeth from pure $ 
Principles, which are ewo, love to GOD, | 
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F and love to Man, as ſome way or other 
, bearing his Image, either by Creation orRe- -* 
| generation, and ſo not upon any ſelf-ac. 
count. Thus David loved. Saul, and was 
much pleated with the Men of Zþeſb il 
that buried Saul, and much with!“ 
the Amalecbite that killed him, although he 
was his great and implaeabſe Enemy. — Y 
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thus Jonat has loved David, although David 


.dethroned him. Fonathan was grieved thas 


his Father had done David ſbame, ſo Jonathen 
aroſe from the Table in fierce anger, and did 
eat no meat the ſecond day of the Moneth, 


for le was grieved for David. berauſe bis Fa- 


ther had done him ſhame , 1 Sam. 20. 34. 
A friend loyeth a friend upon his honour, 


zs he would be found anſwering the will of 
God, and the Creatures true good, and for 


no bribe of applauſe or ptofit. 


The Men of Iſrae were angry with the 
Men of 7udah, for ſtealing David home 
trom his exile without chem. And the Men 
of ada made this ingenuous reply. The 


p King is neer of Kin to us, Wherefore then 


be ye angry for this matter? Have we cat- 
en at all of the King's coſt ? Or hath he gi- 
ven us any giſt? 2 Sam. 19. 42. Have we 
(as if they bad ſaid) any ſelſ - end in out 
kindneſs to David, but ſhewing pure love, 


- 8s ſuch a neer Relation requires: 


The love of ſympathy is pure love. The 
Iron moveth co the Load - ſtone, not fron! 


knowledge, conſequently not from deſign, 


but from ſome hidden fimilitude in proper - 

ty between them, which is as love in ratio- 

nal Creatuzes, and from the hand of the 

firſt mover, which inclines this Creatura to 

that, es pleaſcth bim; _ more — 
5 2 
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be ſa'd,of the matters of friendſhip,no gifts, 
nor this, nor that make it: We love not yours 
but jou, (aith the Apoſtle, 


2. Secondly, A friend loveth,&c. that is re- 
ally, not in word only, but in deed, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith. And David ſaid to Abiatbar, 
1 knew bow it would be, when Dorg the Ede- 
mite was there, I have occaſioned the death of 
all theſe Perſons of thy Fathers howſe, abide 
thou with me, fear not, for he that ſeeketh thy 
life, ſecketh my life, but with me thou ſhalt be 
in ſafety, 1 Saw. 22. 23. I will take care 
of thy life and livelihood, as of my own, as 
of he bad ſaid. A friend is alter ego, another 
ſelf. Huſbai is called David's friend, and be 
made David's caſe and condition his own, 
and adyentured himſelf far, as far as his life, 
and laid down his life for his friend. 

Beaſts love one another, and will fight 
for one another to the death, whoſe friend. 
ſkip is but a love of ſympathy. There are 
in England 9725 Pariſhes, how many thou- 
ſand Souls may be in theſe Pariſhes? If! 
ſhould be asked by Men in Place, what is 
true friendſhip co all theſe Souls? I would | 

. anſwer, To love them really: What is that? 

T anſwer, To love them in words and in 

deeds, to do as he we read of, (in # 

the Acts of the Apoſtles,) He loved our 

Nation, and built #4 a Synagogue, to pro- 

vide able and faithful Preachers for every * 
Pariſh 
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Pariſh through theſe Kingdomes, that ic, ta 
love their Souls, and co feed them, and o 
to love their Bodies, who are in want, and 
to feed them, and to cloath them, my mean- 
ing is. to ſet good Miniſters and good Ma- 
giſtrates over them, this were to love real - 
ly, and ſo to be a true friend to the Nation, 
and to all in it, To give titles of honour 
and complements, this is not that which fil. 
leth up the definition of triendinip, Can- 
not a City, and all. Places ſtudy plaucibility 
of carriage, and maſt this by and by be cal- 
led friendſhip? 

But as Abſalom ſaid to Hai that ſtuck 
not to him in his diſtreſs, Ir this thy kind» 
neſs to thy friend ? to talk and to give goodly 
complements ? Why wenteſt thon nct with thy 
friend? 2 Sam. 16.7. A poor Widdow, a 
Minifters poor Widdow (of which there 
be many now) complained to the Prophet 
Eliſba, and he became a friend to her, what 
was that? A»ſw. He loved her really. And 
Eliſha ſaid ro the Widdow of the Prophet. 
— What ſeall ] do for thee? 2Kings 4.2. 
and did do for her to purpoſe, as much as 
her condition needed. Set her out of debt, 
and gave her and hers wherewich to live 
upon, Pliny tells us of a Sea that doth, Ac- 
cipere amnem in rotam ſed non recipir, That 
is, takes in ſuch a River, but doth not con- 
naturaliſe it ſelf with it, doth not incor o- 
rate it as with other waters, but as ic goeth 

I 3 iQ, 


* 28 eee. > 
Fo % . * 0 
r 
— 2 2 ” 
+* < * wu 


kth — 


N _< 


P 
N * 
q 
" 


q EQ. 
2 


* 4: +, x: 1 4 
2 4 * 4 
& x al : * 
a 
* 


" » 
6 Rr, 2 . 
5 . On 0 * ” * 9 * * _”_— 
N * + De 
* 


5 N =_ : 
(472) 

in, ſo it goes out: And juſt ſo do we opetj 
our Doors, and Gates of our Houſes and 
Towns, and accipere, take in poor Miniſters 
and poor People, but do not recipere, re- 
ceive them, i. e. welcome in, wih — What 
ſpall I do for you and for yours ? and make 
their wants as our own, and mingle tears, 
and fighs,and cares, and travels, and ſpirits, 
and purſes with them, 


Thirdly , A friend loveth , Soc. that is; 
ſtrongly or unexpreſſibly. I am diffreſſed for 
thee my brother Jonathan, very pleaſant baſt 
thox been unto me, thy love to me was ¶ won« 
derful] paſſing the love of Women, 2 Sam, 
1. 26. Niphla from Pala, it ſignifies (ſaith 
the Critick) high and hidden, ſuch as Man's 
power cannot reach nor pertorm, nor rea- 
ſon gftaip unto. Yſed Exod. 33. 16. Fer 
wherein ſbadl it be known here, that I and thy 
People have found. favour yraby fight ? Ii it 
not in that then Yoſt with 2d So ſpall we be 
ſeparated; I an thy aol from all the Peo- 
ple that are upon the Face of the Earth, — 
Separated, this is the word, that is, ſo ſhall 
we be a People above all expreſſion, admi- 
red, and beloved, and honoured, ec. So 
did Jenat han honour and eſteem David, be- 
vond all expreſſion. And ſach is the love 
of a friend it ſhould ſeem, as ſet forth to 
u+by the Word. 390 2; 

There is a Hauke which (Rath ccci- 
ger 
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piter lumipeta, becauſe it lies hovering over 
Mice and lictle Vermin on the Earth, and 
petty ſmall Birds, as they peep in Hedges 
and Furrowes, and uſeth not to ſoar and 
ſeek any noble and great Game, as ſome 0- 
ther kind of ſtately Hawkes do: So there 
is a love of Man to Man, attended with 
ſome ſmall realities of action, giving ſome 
{mall Mony as one goeth the Streets, and 
broken meat from the Table, and ſuch like 
little low things, of kindneſſes and love, 
which may well be ſpared, and no prejudice; 
but this kind of love, though it hath a rea- 
lity in it, and doth good, and would there 
were more of this in theſe times, yet ic doth 
not denominate the Perſon, which ſo doth 
a friend, according to the ſenſe of my Text, 
and yet he is a friend in a large ſenſe, ar ra- 
ther in a little ſenſe. | 

A friend is a Man of a noble Spirit, that 
ſoares high and far, to fetch the biggeſt and 
belt prey, to feed and ſupply want. Hence 
it is that one compares friendſhip, to mar- 
tiage ; becauſe friendly love is ſtronger 
chan that, which runs in any other Chan- 
nel, 

Now how wonderful for ſtrength! and 
bow unexpreſſable for pleaſure and plea- 
(zneneſs 1 Is marriage love? as we have 
ſome ſignature of it through S»/ommon's love- 
Song, wherexhe word Friend is uſed, to ex- 
preis Marriage-loye, and che higheſt love 
14 which 


** 


prhich paſſeth between Man- kind. Fg 
Mouth is moſt ſweet, yea he i altogether leve- 
Iy : This ts my beloved, and this is my friend] 
O Daughter of feruſalem, Cant.5. 16. And 
proportionable to ſuch a great love, is all 
induſtry and expence to help and bleſs with 
the beſt and moſt precious things, As A- 
raunah brought friendſhi ps like a Prince to 
Davia, and yet bur a friend and a ſtranger, 
a Gentile, And the wiſe Men of the Eaſt, 
what Preſents they made to peſeph and Mary, 
and their Child, or elſe they had had no- 
thing to flee with · all into «/Egypr to ſave + 
their lives, And our Saviour who was La- 
garus s friend, how he fighed and groaned 
to make a Reſurrection of Him, ſo that 
ſtanders by beholding his carriage, his ſigh- 
ing, his weeping over La xarus Gt ave, ſaid, 
Behold bow he loved him ! which is written, 
that we might have a right pourtraiture of 
a friend, So Chriſt called Lac ars — Our 
friend Lazarus is dead. And Martha which 
was Chriſt's friend, What a deal gf care, 
and how taken up to provide all t | 
ble could be for Chriſt, and tha 
could never provide what wasigoog e- 

nough. | r 
And ſo Pharath when he became a friend 
to 7oſeph, he thought he could never do e- 
nough for him, he ſet him up next to him 
ſelf, over all his own Nation and Relati- 
ons. And ſo the Perſan Emperor advan- 
A ced 
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ced Dani: and Afordecas, A friend is x far \ 
vourite, and a favourite is a ſignet ſet on 
the heart, by the finger of God, than which, 
What is of more eſtcem ? 
At ſuch a great and unexpreſſableneſs of 
loye, as the true form of a friend, pointeth 
that Scripture, Dit: 13. 6. And obſerve 
well the words, at what a height a friend is 
ut, even by the Lord himſelf, in ſome ſenſe 
it ſhould ſeem, above all relations, 17 thy 
brother, the Son of thy Mother, or thy Son or 
r Daughter, or the Wiſe of thy boſome, or 
thy Friend, whith i as thy own Sou; entice 
thee. The meaning ot all theſe high ex- 
preſſions, is, that the love of a friend is ve- 
ry ſtrong, unexpreſlable, no relation, nor 
ching in this World, dear enough; nor full 
enough almoſt ro expreſs it. A Brother, a 
Son, a Daughter, a Wife, yea ones own 
Soul : a Friend is as neer, as dear, as any of 
theſe, and being brought in in the cloſe, 
when he had named all neer Relations. 
Or thy Friend which is as thine own Saul; he 
would ſeem to give preheminence of love 
to a friend, and ſet him, as Pharaoh did 7o- 
ſeph, next indeed to his own Soul and Life. 
And if of due there go ſuch a deep Channel 
of love to the Creature, ! what an Ocean 
of love is due to Chriſt our good friend, 


Fogrthly, A friend loveth thus, as I have 4. 
detore-ſaid,and loveth thus, not for a ſpurt 
and 
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_ (116) 
and away, but he loyeth thus— at all times; 
io: OA friend loveth[ at all times.] Cum diver 
Their eri plures namerabis amico: Whilſt we 
friendſhip need no friends, we ſhall haye more than a 


laſted as good many. 
long ned. Barthe love of friendſhip, is as the mo: 


weathers, Winter and Summer. Brutes loye 
one another, only whilſt together, and whilſt 
they ſee one another, but when parted, they 
utterly forget one another; and thus do 
moſt love, which ſhewe:h it to be ſhort of 
the loye of friendſhip. 

A friend loveth at all times, when flick, 
and when well, when poor as when rich, 
when abſent as when preſent, when dead as 
when alive. And Naomi ſaid unto ber dawg h- 
ger in Law, bleſſed be he of the Lord, who bath 
net left off his kindneſs to the living, and te 
the dead, Ruth 2. 20. yea, or any that are 
of him, as David did Mephiboſoverh,che Son 
of Jonathan, He ſpall eat at my Table, and 
be as mine own Children. And Jonathan ſaid 
to David go in peace, for as much as we have 
ſworn both of us in the Name of the Lord, ſay- 
ing, the Lord be between me aud thee, and be- 
teen my ſeed and thy ſeed for ever, 1 Sam. 
20. 42. 

The love of friendſhip hath a kind of 
Eternity in it, a for ever: The Lord be be- 
tween my Seed and thy Seed for ever: Tis 
a loye like the loye of God, a kindneſs y 


tion of the Sun, all the year, and in all | 
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the kindneſs of God, as David expreſſeth it, 
that laſteth to the Third and Fourth Gerie- 
ration, 1s there any of the Houſe of Saul 
that I may ſhew the kindneſs of God to him ? 
chat is, an eveglaſting love, 2 Jam.9.3. 

Tis noted by Hiſtorians of Queen El;- 
zabeth, that as ſhe reformed corrupe Reli- 
gion, ſo corrupt Coin. There is nothing 
ſo corrupt in theſe laſt days as love, both 
towards God and towards Man, as appears 
by the inſtability thereof towards both, 
which involveth both Tables of the Law, 
and ſo all Religion; and this is above all 
powers to reform, but God. 

Fifthly, and Finally, A friend loveth at 
all times, chat is, moſt tenderly and com- 
paſſionately, and eſpecially in adverſity ; 
which is the meaning of this ſignificant 
and empharical — which tollow- 
eth And a Brother i bern for adverfity. 
The reading ſhould be, ſaith ſome, — And 
he is born a Brother in adverſity, that is, 
through his exceeding tender compaſſion, 
he become as the neeteſt natural relation, 
and ſo is by his tender love, and tryed love, 
born and brought forth, as it were a new 
neer Kinſman, on purpoſe created of God, 
to ſerye the poor Creature in this ſtrait; 
as a Creature new made, and now made, 
which what a greae honour it is to him, to 
whom God giveth a merciful heart? he is 
as 2 Creature then extraordinarily and 
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(118) 
purpoſely born, for ſuch a great and ac: 
ceptable ſervice. 


eAbimelech the Prieſt loved David at all 
times, but moſt eſpecially when David was 
at a plunge, when he and his followers were 
ready to ſtarve for want of bread, then he 
— them che Shew-bread, which was the 
read out of his own mouth, beſide the ha - 
zard he ran in it, of his life, and did not 
only give him hallowed bread on which the 
Prieſts lived, but obſerve how he takes his 
life in his hand, and ſpeaks for David to 
Saul, to blunt the edge of his fury againſt 
him. And who i ſo faithful among all thy 
ſervants as David, which is the Kings Son in 
Law, and goeth at thy bidding, and ts honou- 
rable in thy Howſe? 1 Sam. 22, 14. Did 
not his moſt tender and natural afteRion, 
beget him, and render him rather a bro- 
ther, than a friend to David in this ſtrait ? 


The like inſtance is Ittai the Gittite, an 
alien. Return faith David to him, why ſhowldſt 
thog go up and down with me, ſeeing 1 go whi- 
ther I may ? 2 Sam. 15. 20. And Ittai an- 
ſwered the King and ſaid, as the Lord liverh, 
and as my Lord the King liueth, in what place 
my Lord the King ſhall be, whether in death 
or life, even there alſo will thy ſervant be. 
What Brother, or what Child, or Father, 
could more tendesly and naturally have ſpo- 
ken and done? Had not his friendly = 
Non 
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Rion begotten him a neer Kinſman, a Bro- | 


ther to David in his adverſity ? 
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Plato endeavoured that mewn and taww, 


mine and thine, might not be heard of, in 
that Common-wealth wherein he was. 


And this was the friendſhip of the Pri- 
mitive Churches and Chriſtian World, with 
out which they could not have ſubſiſted un- 
der ſuch bloody Perſecutions. And the mal- 
tit ude of them that believed were of one heart 
and of one foul, neither ſaid any of them that 
ought which he poſſeſſed was his own, but they 
had all things common, and ſo with great pow* 
er gave the «Apoſtles witneſs, AR 4. 322 

The Hiſtorian ſaith, that Queen Eci. 
beth commanded the whole Ocean, and laid 
out all to the ſupport of the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, againſt the Papiſts every where. By 
this tender and friendly love to the poor 
perſecuted Proteſtants, ſhe was (in that ſea- 
. ſon of the Churches adverſity) born 4 Si- 
ſter, or a Mother in 1/rael, as Debora is cal- 
led for like reaſon. 


Learn from hence theſe things: Firft, 
That friendſhip is more than complement, 
4 bow do you, yain viſits, frothy, fooliſh di- 
verſions, as carrying to Scage-Playes, which 
make calamity return more heavy, when 
Perſons are gone, which know to ſhew no 

better friendſhip. Aud Foab fell ro the greund 
ou 
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an bis Face, and thanked the King, and ſaid, 
mow 1 know that I have found grace in the 
" ſight of my Lord the King, in that the King 

hab fulfilled the requeſt of his Servant: 
2 Sam. 14.22. Abſalom was a baniſhed Man, 
and Joab was bis hearty friend, and he did 
not underſtand Court - complements ; But, 
when things were done that might fully an- 
Wer the diſtreſſes of his friend, there he 
under ſtood it. Now (faith be) I know that 
I bave found fayour, now thou haſt fulfall- 
ed my tequeſts, and done things that may 
fully relieye the diſtreſſed. 7oab was born 
a Brother, as it were to Abſalom in his ad- 
verſity by his friendly love, and this writ- 
ten doubt leſs by che Holy Ghoſt, to let us 
know that friendſhip had much more than 
flighe ſervice in it; It bath much, and 
through following and ſerving diſtrefled 
cauſes and conditions, till Petitions with 
God and Men be granted, and ſome thing 
to purpoſe done, that will ariſe to full 
relief. 

The Heathen when they would make 
one another believe, that there was more 
than words in what they ſaid, would uſe to 
cite their ſtrong god Hercules, as their 
Author — Ur de Hercult accepimuts, as we 
have heard from Hercule; therefore fure- 
ly it will be accompliſhed. A friend is a 
diſtreſſed Man's Heresles, My friend hath 
faid, he will cake care for me in this, and = 
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chat diſtreſs, therefore ſurely ic will be 
he will never ceaſe petitioning God and 
Man, he will never reſt Night nor Day, till 
he hath done ſome thing, and ſome thing 
to ſome purpoſe to relieve my diſtreſs. 

We haye found a friend no where ſo de- 
ficient,as where it hath been ſuppoſed co be 
moſt abundant, laich Seneca. Some have all 
eheit beſt gifts in cheir tongue, theſe are 
unfie to make friends, and yet che forward- 
eſt to pretend it. 

* Afephibeſatth which had not dreſſed his 
Feet from the day that David fled, till be 
returned, and came ſo undreſſed to meet 
him, is a fit Reproof of Complemental 
friendſbip, m 


Secondly, Learn from this Deſcription of 
a Friend, that a Friend is a rare Jewel. If 
we haye hit the Deſcription of a Friend 
* wes we ſhall not ealily finde 
the Perſon, All of you have conſpired ag ai 
we thy day, and there is none obs oe 
that my Son hath made a League with the 
Son of eſſe, aud there in none of -you that 14 
ſorry for me, or ſhemeth unto me that my Sou 
hath ſtirred up My Servant againſt Me: 
1 m. 33. 8. 

To him that is afflicted pitty ſhould be 
ſhewed by his friend, yea by any body, by 
an Enemy, but ye do nothing but play 
cenſorious Perſons againſt me, (aid Fob, * 

truly 
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truly in gteat diſtreſſes, his is the Vinegar, 
Gall and Wormwood, which even Friends 
give, in ſtead of Cordials, in ſtead of com. 
paſhons, and pains, and expence to make 
relief. A great many ſeyere enquiries, 


How did he come into ſuch want? ſure- 
ly he is an ill husband, be did not follow bis 
bufineſs: How did he come into all this 
trouble 7 Surely he was a buſie body, he 
medled with that which he needed nor have 
done: His Wife and Children go too fine. 
A thouſand holes are pickt in the Man's - 
Coat quickly; and the reaſon, becauſe ſo 
poor, and needeth ſome to help him, and 
none of theſe holes found in his coat whilſt 
it had a good nap upon it, as long as he had 
no need of friends. So that they that go 
for Friends are the worſt of Enemies, and 
afflict in ſtead of comtort, and more affli& 
than an Enemy would do. 


And yet alaſs this is commonly the friend- 
ſhip of this World, yes of ſuch too much 
whom God hath called out of this World, 
and off of this World; which is, as if one 
ſhould ſee a Man or Woman in the Field, 
and bleeding to death, and ſhould ſpend nis 
time in curious enquiries how it came, and 
who did it, and why would he go that way 
alone, and be ont ſo late, and never do any 
thing to ſtay the Man's bleeding, or do any 
thing to (aye his lite, k 

A 


(123) 
All People almoſt make diſtreſs and c 
lamity the ſubject of cenſure, and not the 
object of compaſſion and ſriendſhip. N 
Eicher it is thus, or elſe it is, I will ſben 
kindneſs to Hanun, 4: bis Father ſhew'd kind. 
neſs to me, 2 Sam. 10, I will invite ſach, for 
they invited me, and I will vit ſuch, for 
they viſited me, and theſe kind of Friends 
there be, and few at any higher rate, | 
A Samaritan is a rare Man, who thi 
4. ſtranger, and upon no account in t 
World, but as the wounded Man needed 
him, ſell in wich him unasked, and gave him 
a full relief, and what is more needed, put 
that upon my account, ſaid this ſtranger. 
ow, faith Chrift, which is che neigh» 
| friend > Such a Neighbour now, 
a end, I fear, is hard co be found. — 
A Friend, ſaith Smet, is not only tare 
in a Houſe, but in an Age. Aliter de athort 
atque eſt acc ipis, ſaith one, — Thou thinkeſt 
otherwiſe of love than it is and ſo we think 
otherwiſe of friendſhip than it is; we think 
ic a ſlight.cheap cold buſineſs, and ſo chink 
that the World is full of friends and friend- 
ſhips, till we come to want a Friend. 5 
We think they are friends, which ſetve => 
us as the Welfs Witch @Erved Troſia the ——- 
Second Prince of -Nortd-Wales, who told | 
him char be ſhonld ride through London 
with a Crom upon bis Head; ind this ted 
to comfort him | whet&/gon h4 bet = 
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be vexatious to the borderers of England, 
till at laſt he was in Battel oyerthrown,and 
bis Head cut off, and fixed on a ſtake, and 
adorned.wich a Paper Crown, and was by a 
Horſe-man carried triumphanely through 


London. 

And, if People do but put ſome pleafing 
fooliſh things in our Heads, and flatter us, 
this is for your honour, and tother thing 
much for your intereſt, though never ſo de. 
ruRive, theſe are friends, and embraced, 
uud prefered. And fo, do this and do that, 
and ye ſhall have a living, and any thi 
that I can do for you: and ſo the frien 
ſhip bath ſome.ilt condition in it, which to 
be embraced,tnight outwardly advance per- 
adventure, but .inwardly caſt down certain- 
ly , yet theſe which put theſe Paper-crowns 
upon our Heads, would be accounted great 
friends, and ſo they are to an ill Intereſt. 


Learn that the Providence of GOD is 
much to be reverenced,forbe makes friends, 
and moſt an end of trangers, and others 
fail us, on whom our expectation moſt is, 
that we muy the more reyerence GOD and 
his Providence. 

Ferewiah's Kindred failed him, and God 
raiſed up Ebedavelech, and Abiiam, and both 
at ſuch times, that ſurely 7 eremiab had o- 
therwiſe loſt his life: he had been ſtarved 
to death, had it not been for Ebrdwelech. 

| — My 
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2 Lad the King, 4 ile ahi oat 
Pri ate thy iv dn rei the 
beve coft ingo the *Dwt- 
—— be is 11 fe die for ban er is the 
place where be i, fag there ts mo 8 
the City, Jer. 38. 9. which xindneſs of his 
God will reward, fee Jer. 39.16. By which 
it is evident he had ſtarved, had it not been 
g forthe friendſhip of this ftranger. And he 
2 had been banged, or beheaded, or ſome ſud- 
, S ebe 
A the hand of Abikaw bern with and 
8 foe fn, For the King et the fame 
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time, bad fetcht Uriah our of Ae, a 

Propher who prophenei the ſame chat Fe- 
remiab did, and ſlew him with the Sword.--, 
Nevertheleſs the hand of Alien was with 
{rouge to ſave lim. A. 26. 24. It is 
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And the poor Criple which-had lain ac 
the Pool long, of a Diſeaſe of 38 Years, 
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David was a ſiranger to his Brethring and 
an alien anto bis Mothers Children, Pſal. 6g. 
8. And yet well known to Gittas à ſtran- 
ger, that would live when he did, and die 
when he did, and this qpeſtionleſe, that. Da- 
vid might ſee the Man of God's proviĩdence 
and ſpecial care, and remember it. 

For had we our reliefs ſtill. from ſuch as 
are ſome way engaged to be helpful, cither 
as ſome way related, or as ſome way by our 
kindneſs to them obliged to us, it would 
make us take our eſcapes in danger, our 
ſupplies and helps in ftraits, more ſlightly, 
and ſorgetſully. ; 

Courſe uſually are the kindneſſes of neer 
relations, ſometimes as Reeds they run in- 
to our hands, and ſo far from: being merci - 
ful, that they are unjuſt. 

As Joſeph's Brethren to him, and God hed 
a Soyeraign hand in all that, char be might 
raiſe Brethren to 7% pb himſelt, yea that 
he might make Jeſepb. a better Brother in 
_ to them, than they had been to 
him 

The laſt Uſe of this Point is for Exhorta- 
tion, Do yon become ſuch friends, Brethren, 
for this Day of Adverſity. Be pittifal, de 
kindly, affectioned, be tender - hearted, be 
cloathed with humility and bowels, ſtoop 
and waſh the Saints Feet, yea to pull thine 
Enemies Oze out of the Bitch, and to lift 

up his Beaſt, if fallen down under his bur- 
- den, 


(13>) „um 
den, though thy crane! heart would paſs him 
by. But as for me when they were ſick, my 
chatbing was Sac keluath, I humbled my fout 
with faſting, and my Prayer returned into mine 
own boſom. 1. behaved my ſelf, as though be 
had been my friend, or brother, I bowed down 
heavily, as one that mourneth for his Mother, 
I was rewarded evil for all this god), Plal, 
35-12, 13, 14. | 

If ye be friends to friends, What ſingu· 
lar thing do ye ? Be friends to ſtrangers, 
yea. to the poor and friendleſs ; ſuch as 
whaſe.Rerfons you do not knowzonly their 
caſes are well known;yea'be friends to ene - 
mies, yea though illy requited: So was Da- 
vill, ſa was, and ſo is Chriſt to Thouſands 
and; Millions every Day, among which it. 
may be you are Tome. They lacked wor u 
thing, in the firſt Church of the Ooſpeſ, 
Act. 4. 34+ They fulfilled che Law of bro- 
therhood; If you become frie nils, you be- 
come brethren, upon ſuch brethten, born 
for ſuch extremities. baer: 

And if ye take the name of friend re- 
member that you are created Bretten. 
day of: aver ſity, and fulfill the Law of, yo 
adopted und choſen relation. Let notthe. 
diſtreſſed want, if your can helpotim T 
cannot erhort you yet to ſell to be merci» 
ful, hut I would I could firſt exhott you ta 
buy. ſome thing: here and there, that you. 
might be ſnhſtential friends to many ia di- 
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* 72 and others, Miniftets Wi- 


ws nud others, the Widows and the Fa- 
therle(s, end the oppreſſed, and the oppreſ- 
ſed and tuined in many Towns and Places, 
who axe eaten up with Vermin, and have no 
helper, no friend. © | 
But one ſaith he will help, and he will be 
a friend, and he cacs the ſſeſn; and anochet 
he ſaith, give him but a good Fees and he 
will help, and he will be a friend, and he 
takes the poor Carcaſe that is beſt, and he 
picks the bones; and df theſe friends there 
are ſtore, hut few ſuch as my Ter de- 
ſcribech, for which I ſear the Land mourn. 
(thy and macti more will. 
Be fricnds to the diftreſſed, be ſo imply; 
1: there any of the Higſe of Sani, hat 1 way 
foew the kinder ſo of God to bim, 2 Sam, g 3. 
And Ciba that Wretch ſaid, Jonathan lub 
ir 4 Son that in Lame of bis Feet ; and would 
dot ſo much as give his Name, nor pur the 
leaft word of reſpect, as if he would have 
inſmuated to David. that this Criple was 
not worth the looking after, by fuch i Man 
of honour ns David. And ſuch ſelf. ſeeking 
Wreerches, great Men have at their elbows, 
keep them coming fimple and 
ſincereſticods. For fiqple friendſhip is to 
look aiter Criples, and beggers, blind, and 
lame, «nd halt, ds Chriſt doth. To invite 
them to our Table, which have ſcutte no- 
thing to est at their own Table, who 8 be 
2 ys Ae u ei l ure 
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ſure cannot invite us again; and to be Legt 
to the lame, and Eyes to rhe blind, er. Bat 
theſe are lo unthankful, that whe can frive 
any heart to do any thing for them 7 I . 
ſwer,Such whoſe hearts are imple, and who 
«s David ſhew fimple friendſhip, they wilt 
look upon Criples as Criples, and blind 23 
blind, lame and blind in tbeir Souls, as wen 
as in their Bodies; and, if you would havs 
People be thankful, be fimple in your Kind» 
neſs, let them ſee that you do not ſee theirs 
in the leaſt but them, every way the religf 
of them. Aſephibeſderh was never libæ to 
make a Man of uſe to attend upon Patid, 
to honour his Table; this had been rather 
to have ſought a friendſhip, than to havg 
ſhewedione. It is a Cuſtome among the 
Tarker, not to believe 4 Chriſtian's, or « 
Jew's complaint againit a Turk withoge 
a Twk's witneſs too, and that is the reaſon, 
why in ſuch Caſes Juftice is much cotrup- 
ted, and ſo little to be had; I only alludg 
to this: The caſes and conditions of many 
oppreſſed poor and mean ones is ſuch, that 
unleſs they can get ſuch and ſuch 28 are 
great 'to witneſs to their cauſe, and own 
them, and ftick to them, their own com- 
pleincs will not be believed nor heard; nor 
indeed will any take it in hand, unleſs they 
ſee that which may be good feli-encourage+ 
ment, and advantage; fo that falleth oug 
to be true, which that great Sreteſmin obs. 
18 K 4 ſetved 


4 Fx „ — 
VERS (130) 
ferved in his Days. T he rich have mary 
friends, not only one friend, of which the 
poor would be glad, but wany friends, and 
the Poor is hated of his own Neighbour, Prov. 
14.20. And, Prov. 19. 4. Wealth maketh 
many friends, but the poor is ſeparated from 
by neighbowr. Whey ye ſee a gold Ring on 
a Man's Finger, there you take him up, and 
his cauſe is good, as Abſalom ſaid, and ye do 
but went one well to plead it, and I will 
do it, and I will do it: and what a many 
friends the wealthy Man, and the Man wich 
the Gold Ring, and long Hair bath but 
a poor Man that hath but one Ewe Lamb, 
as Nathan's Parables, is, but a little eſtate 
fr, and that in danger to be all taken a- 
ay too, who ſtrives to plead this Perſons 
caſe? and to own, and to cleave to ſuch a 
helpleſs one > Wherefore I exhort, be fim- 
ple in your friendſhip, as purely born for 
adverficy- 


| Secondly, Be tender and ſtrong friends, 

that is, not in word only, but in degd, and 
ia the greateſt actions, and labours, and 
deeds,which diſtreſſes need to relieve them. 
What a friend Zarzs/las was to David in 
his diftreſs, againſt eF6/a/ow beyond Fore 
dan, How brought he him all Proyifions 
for Himſelt and Followers, which David 
much remembred, becauſe it was fo ſeaſon- 
able, And what a friend was Obadia * the 


* * -<, 
- „ 
at - 2 = 5 
. Ex 
— ” 

5 eg 


- = * = 
"AY 


61317) 
Lord's Prophets, when the violence of 4. 
bab and eſſabel was great, who hid them by 
Fifties in a Cave, when it muſt needs be 
with the peril of his life, And our Saviour 
} * ſeems to grant ſuch a ſtrength in friendſhip, 
2s co lay don the life for a friend. oh, 15. 
13. Greater leve bath no Man than this, that 
« Man lay down his life for bu friends; Our 
Saviour — to grant ſuch a height in the 
love of friend ſhip. And the Apoſtle ſaith, 
we ought to lay down our life for a brother. 
And a friend is a created Brother of our 
own Creation, and created of purpoſe for 
a plunge. . Therefore · it will be lovely, to 
get all.che heights of true friendſhip in this 
evil Day, becauſe diſtreſſes and plunges are 
fo high, 2nd hard, and great, Nothing leſs 
almoſt will relieve tome- poor diſtreſſed 
people, unleſs we do much expoſe our ſelves 
1 Obadia, and the Brechten which reſcued 
Paul out of the Tumult, when he was 
knockt down, and all thought he was dead. 
i And Rizpah the Daughter of Aiah took Sack- 
cloth, and ſhread it for ber upon the Rock, 
| from the begining of Harveſt till Water drops 
! - ped upon them, and ſuffered neither the Birds 
| of the Air to reft en them, by Day, or the | 
Beaſts of the Field by Night, 2 Sam. 21.10. 
| Rizpab made a covering. over ber of this 


Sack-cloth, and ſate under it day and night. 
with thoſe dead Corpſes of Jau Family, 
which friendſhip was very ſtrong, and ten- 
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der, and painful, and David took it won» 
derſul well at ber hands. And if ſhe did fo 
watch with the dead, that no violence might 

I: was be done by Birds, or Beaſts , *T were well 
fron if we could watch with the living, and that 
frienaſhiy we could Play the friends ſo, to many in 
which {414 Priſons, and bonds, and extremities, which 
come ad are not dead Corpſe yet, but almoſt ſo, and 
kt as go many of them worſe than ſo, that is, worſe 


a die than if they were dead; my meaning is, that 


with bin. where diſtreſs is grear, we would become 
great friends. Our Rule is to covet the beſt 
gifts, to be moſt eminent and excellent 
in every Grace, and be you in this, of 
triendſhip. 


3. Be thus always : And Hyraw King of 
Tyre ſent his Servants unto Solow for he 
had heard chat they bad anointed Him 
King, &c. for Hiram was euer 4 lever of 
David. 1 Kinps 5. 1. This is che Proper- 
ty made of friendſhip in my Text A friend 
loveth at all times, Had Hiram been à lo- 
yer of Devid only ſometimes, and when 
David had no nerd of bim, doubtleſs D- 
vid would have been cautious of him, and 
not have put him among the number of his 
friends; but; be was alway: « lover of Da» 
Wd. And it fell on a day, that Eliſha paſſed 
to Shunew, where was great Woman, ard 
ſot canſt rained him to cat Bread. And ſoit was 
that 45 oft as he paſſed by, he returned in = 

: Lact. 
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ther to cat bread. Not once of twice coldly 
invited, but ſhe conſtrained him, and as oft 
as he paſſed by, and that ſhe might be ſurg 
of him always when be went that way, — 
| She ſaid to her Hausband, behold now, I per- 
crive that this is an holy Wan of God, which 
paſſeth by xs continually, let ma make 4 little 
Chamber in the Wall, and let u ſtt for him 
there a Bed, a Table, a Stool, and « Candle» 
Pick, and it fhall be when he comath to na that 
be turn in tlither, 2 Kings 4. 10. Friend- 
ſhip is a natural thing, and what is natural 
is durable. 1 have none chat doth /o a- 
rally care for me, ſaith che Apoſtle Paw! of 
Timoby. A friend becomes « Brother. 
chat is, natutally affected; as if fleſh of his 
fleſh, and bone of his bone, arid tis ſuppo- 
ſed in nature, chat natural relations arc na- 
eural always; as hand, and the fooeto the 
bead, and the head to the band and foot are 
tenderly and ſtrongly careful and aſſetti o 
nate always. Fonathan went Io David in thi 
Cuvec, and frengthued buy band in Cad, us 
well as when David was in favour with 
as /; and that their friendſhip might be e- 
verlaſting, how ſolemnly they ſwore one to 
another, that their irĩiendſiip might run a- 
long from Generation to Generation, and 
yet Jonathan was a Brother to David by 
marriage, and yet he rather choſe to ſtick 
and truſt to the bond of ſolemn friendſhip, 
4 Brother amade ſo, by becoming a — 
. Fen ow 
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T: + Now for Motires to preſs yoi, to bo- 


come ſuch friends: Firſt, This may be ſaid; 
God looks for it. I was an hungry, and yo 
gave me no meat, I was thirſty and ye gave 
me ne drink, | was a ſtranger and ye took me 
wot in, naked and ye cloatbed me met, Mat. 25. 
43+ I was a ſtranger and necded a friend, 
and qpuld finde none; This complaint a- 
gainſt Nabals at the great Day, ſheweth 
that GOD much expecteth this, that we 
ſhould be friends to ſuch as are in diſtreſs, 
and haye no help, nor cannot help them- 
ſelves. Thou ſpalt neither vex 4 ſtranger mor 
oppreſs him; for ye were ſtrangers im the Land 
of e/£gypt ; ye Hall not afflift Widows or Fa . 
therleſs Children. ¶ thou aſflitt them in an 
wiſe, and they cry at all to me, I will ſurely 
hear their 77 and my wrath ſoall wax hot, 
and I will kill you with the Sword, and your 
Wives foall be Widows, and your Children 
Fatherleſs, Exod. 22. 21, 22, 13. 24. The 
resſon why the Lord would not have ſtran- 
gers, nor Widows and Fatherleſs abuſed, 
and that he will take it ſo ill at our hands 
to do it, is, becauſe theſe uſually are friend. 
leſs, and have none to help them, whereas 
he expeReth therefore that we ſhould (and 
ought to) be friends, and help theſe, and 
not do as all do, or as the moſt do abuſe 
them, or at leaſt not Jook after them. By 
which it is manifeſt, that God looks that we 
ſhould be friends to our friendleſs, tis tbeir 
| dues 


(133) a 
due, and therefore the friendleſs may lodk 
for it too, as well as God. With hold nat 
goed from them to whom it is due, when it is 
in the power of thine hand to de it, Prov. 
3. 27. | 


Many need friends in this day, therefore 
become friendly. And when Abſalom's ſer- 
wants came to the Woman to the Houſe, they 
ſaid, Where is Ahimaas and fenathan ? And 
ſhe ſaid, they be gone over the Brock, of Wa. 
ter. And when they had fought and could net 
finde them, they returned to eruſalem. Ana 
it came to paſs after they were departed, that 
they came up out of the Well, and went and 
told King David, and ſaid ariſe , and paſs 
quickly over the Water, for thu hath Abito- 
phel counſelled againſt you, 2 Sam. 17.20, 21. 
Many of the Lord's People in theſe evil 
Days, need ſriends to hide them, the Anti- 
chriſtian World: is ſo full of Achicophels 
purſuing of them; be therefore as this Wo- 
man, friends, with your Houſes, with your 
Eſtates, with your Intereſts, The Diſciples 
let down Paul at a Window in a Basket: 
Alaſs,ah, and alaſs | the traits which many 
have been put to in this day, and how many 
may yet be, who knows then how much it is 
needed, that you become friends to the di- 
ſtreſſed. For many. of us Miniſters, it may 
be ſaid of us, s Livy. Paſtor! arcola ejus locs, 
2 Paſtor that dwells, hard by that * 


(136) | 
And ſo we ate Paſtors, which live by our 
Places, ſome of us, or rather indeed die by 
them, but cannot live in them; and more 
then many can do that, To live by their pla- 
tet, but muft hide their heads one while, 
and wander here and there another while, 
to get Bread for them and cheirs, and well 
when chey ſeek it, if they can finde it. And 
not a fe Miniſters and others in this con · 
dition, bow many then need friends, 


Thirdly, Conſider the great ſervice that 
you may do for God, and for his People, 
this way. And three of the thirty chief went 
down, ani came to David in the har veſt time 
unto the {ave of Adallam; and the trop » 
the Philiftines fitched in the Valley of Repha- 
im. «And David was then in an bold, and the 
Gari/on of the Philiſtines was then in Bethle- 
hers. 2 Sam. 23. 13. And Adallam was but 
a little from thence, and yet David's three 
Worthies came to him, and relieved him in 
the face of chem all, Troop and Gariſon of 
the Philiſtines, and ſo did him the ſervice 
of Threeſcore, or Three-Hundred Men, 
Lo one friend to 3 poor David in a Cave, 
in a Priſon, one Ebedwelech to a Jeremia in 
a Dungeon, is worth a Thouſand Courtiers 
wich all their fine words, and a Thouſand 
Ciciz-ns, with all their ere ij be And 
How doth oe do? And g we never ſee im 
gas Be kind 0 Bartillai,and ſorw fever 
fo 
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ts bis Sant, and let thew eat at thy Table, 
{ ſo ] they came to me when I fied, becauſe of 
eAbſalom thy Brother. 2 Kings 2.7. David 
ſets chem down wich Emphahs, [ ſo] they 
came to me: when I fled from Ab ſalom thy 
Brother, who was like to have carried a- 
way all from me and thee too, and when 
few did ſtick to me on the other fide of 
Jordan, where the fight was between A4b- 
ſalom and his Father, and in that fide of the 
River, where friends were thin, and very 
tickle which fide to take to, then did Bar- 
Killai and his Sons own David, and did at 

that trait a World of ſervice in a little 
time, Devid puts a C ſo] upon it, and cites 
it upon his Death-bed. — Fer ſo they came 
auto me, One faith of Friends, that they 
are ſuch Jewels, that Kings can have none, 
meaning no faithful friends, and yet David 
had one Barzillai, that did ſo come to him, 
and help him, Know your ſeaſons, your 
objecti, and decome ſuch friends, and there- 
in know your ule. 


„„ Me Se 


Fewrrhly, Y ou may obtain great bleſſings 
inthis CR here and hereafter. David 


a charged Salomos that be ſhould take B- 
8 zillas's Sons to Court with him, and make 
d them to eat at his Table. The Lord built 
d the Midwives Houſes for their friendſhip 
" to Moſes; and what « reward did he give 
17 'Ebearnelech, for his kindaeſs and friendſbip 
fo \ o 
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e 7eremiah , ſee Fer. 39: 16, 17. Fertivia 
hath 4. Prepheſ on purpoſe from the Lord! 
o and ſpeak to Ebedmelecb the Ethi- 
*145,. fang, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
the Gd, 1{rael behsld 1 will bring my words 
upon thus City fer evil and not for good, and 
they ſhall be accompliſhed in that day before 
thee, but I will deliver thee in that day, ſaith 
the Lord, and thou ſhalt not be delivered into 
the hands of the Men, of whim thou art 4. 
fraid, fer I will [wrely deliver thee, and thog 
ſhalt not fall by the Sword, but thy life ſpall 
be for a prey unto thee, becauſe thou haſt put 
thy truſt in me, ſaith the Lord, What God 
will do with Cities and Nations of the 
World, in theſe laſt and moſt ſinful times, 
who can tell? O how glad would ye all be, 
that in ſuch a doubtful day of common dan- 
ger, if any could ſecure (and if ic were)but 
your bare lite; how much more it any could 
ſecure you and yours, your Families and B. 
ſtares; and in probability Ebedmeleth did 
ſhare in this alſo, as far as any did, for the 

manner of God is not to giye barely what 

he ſaith, but ſomething more, and ofc-cimes 

much more. And what a kindneſs in this 

World did the Lord give the Shanamue 

when £81524, had kindneſs, he gave her a 

Childe, and then when dead, gave him to 

her again, and then after that warned her 

of the Famine that was to be Seven Years, 

and willed her what to do: and chen ir 
| en 
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ſo ordered in his Providence that Ge 
telling che King the ſtoties of che Miracles 
which his Maſter did, whilſt he was telling 


bor he raiſed the Sanamiios Childe, chat 


the Shanawin/s Woman came in, and ſo had 
all ber Eſtate again, and the proffts thereof 
for the time that ſhe was abfent in the Fa · 
mine. Acerevis pectori cefper, you may get 
a Fence Breaſt- high, agaioſt- all danger 
yea Head · high, lafety to your lives, co y 
Children, to your Eſtates, by becoming at 
the Shunawite, friends, and as Ebeamilerh; 


) 


friends ; think of it. 

; And axyou may obtain great bleſſings lunge id 
this World, ſo. you may obtain great ble[- 
lings in the. World to come; God doth re- 


ward of Griet:though not of Merit; Thew 


ſhall the King ſay to them an the right 
' Come ye bleſſed of my Father; laberit the 
Kingdom prepared for you foods ehe Fahne 
nen of. the World, fur I was aw. * and 
ye gdue we meat,” I was thirty ye ga 
we dit, I v ffranger and ye took wil 
in, naked avid ye cloatbed me; 1 wit fick ad 
Je viſited me, Iv in Priſot and ye times 
n me: then ſonll the 3 — 
— we thet thus 2 ? * 
ing anſwer, Vevily: ] {iy d 
| it ci yo. have out it — ſt, 
thiſt wy Brothidw ye n 
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Mat: 26. 40, The Rule is to do good to all, 
but eſpecially to ſuch 8s Clviſt will call his 
Brethren at the great Day ; but we may 
have rewards in Heaven, for being kind 
and friends to them which never ſhall come 
there. Hence it is that Chrift elſe where 
ſaith, Male to your ſelves friends of the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſt, that when y4 
fail, they may receive you into everlaſting la- 
bitations. He that in faithful in that which i 
leaſt, ts ablo faithful in much, and he tb 
inſt in the leaſt; i unjuſt alſo in much ; if 
therefore he have mt been faithful in the un · 
righteous Mammon . Who will commit to ye 
truſt the true treaſure ? Luk. 16. 9, 10, 11, 
I you be friends wich your eſtates, your 

+ Eſtates. will be great friends to you. your 
tranficory riches will receive you into ever · 
laftiog Habitations, they will wake à large 
entrance for you into Heaven, though may 
be none at all for them to whom: ye ſhew 
kindneſs, for they may be unworthy, yet ye 
hall in no wife. loſe your reward. 'Twere 
well if friendſhips would convert all, to 
whom they are ſhewed, as they may do ſome 
for ought I know ; but, if they do not con- 
vert any, yet you ſhall have your temat in 
9 your riches by being made friend 

103 to the diſtreſſed, make chemfelyes your 
Gicads, and will receive you into everlaſt- 
ag Hooks, But obſerve what follows, If 
Je be nnfairbſad in this nerighteons man, that 
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is, the tiches of this World, with which? 
and for which, many make themſelyes un- 
righWous, if ye do not ſhew friendſhips, as 
good Stewards of à little Talent. zo will 
rive lag ber gifts to you, us grace and glory? 
£ that you may ſhut up Heaven, ot open 
Heaven, as to all ends and purpoſes, as to 
grace and glory, or no grace, nor no glo- 
ry, as ye become friends to others, or not 
friends wich what you have: now rake 
choice, ſhew to the diftreſſed of this / 
that ye were born for this day to be friends 
to them, or elſe it had been better ye had 
never been born. The Ravetis will riſe in 
+ Judgmene pp you, who did ſpare the 
Meat out of their Mouths, & feed EU 
in his diſtreſs, and became friends to him. 


Finally, If we ſhould be Friends a 
Brethren born for the day of the 
of one or two, then ſurely we ſhould be 
friends tothe whole Church of God ; and 
if we ſhould be friends to this and that par 
ticular Perſon, than much more to che 
whole Nation, and to the publick compa- 
bes of all. Chriſt needs friends; ſuch as 
Abrahats, who was a friend of God, and fo 
doch bis Church and Peopl# need friends, 
faichful friends, in this Bvil Day, wherein 
many prove falſe ; we are all born for this 
Day of adverſity, to ſave the whole from 
the wrath of God, from - om wo 
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An all the Belle which #6 adult vs; Dost 


was troubled at the Elders ot 7 i 
- hoyld have been Leaders, that they-were 
the laſt ro bring the King to his Houſe, 
©2 Fm. 19.11. So may him whom that King 
typihed, c Cbriſt be troubled, that the 
5 — Ones put not their Neck to his yoke, 
-bearts to any works of the Lord, to ſhew 
. themſelves friends to him, and to the Church 
and States in which they live. You have 
Ten parts in the Nation, over what inſe · 
ixior and poor Perfons have, and fo hath 
the Church und State Ten parts more in 
you, than in others; and therefore one of 
vou ſhould be Ten Friends, twenty friends 
in this Day, to life up Faceb which is low, 
to relieve the Widow, the Fatherleſs, ll 
the opprtſſed, and to fee — 75 
and Miniſters faithfully keep the charge of 
the Lord; and fo make up the breaches of 
the City of Duvid,which ate many, and lic 
ia the Gap and not make gaps and breach 
£3; by violence, and rage, and bad example, 
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7. Deep calleth upon deep, at the noiſe of thy 
Water ſpouts : all thy Waves and thy billows are 
gone over me. 

8.7et the Lord will command his lowing kinds 
neſs in the Day time, and in the Night hs Seng 
vr be with me, and my Prayer to th: God r 
Life, | £0 


- Pal. 42. 7, 8. 
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Deep calleth apon deep, at the noiſe of thy 
Water outs: all thy Waves and thy 
Billowes are gone over me, Tet the 
Lord will command bis loving kind», 
neſs in the Day time, and in the ig la 
hy Song ſhull be withme,and my Pray: 
er to the God of m Life, 


Rent afflictions, and great 
= Fach co fee through 

ENCE) them, gfe the two gre 
SP Things confiderable in | 
cheſe two Verſes, AMF' W— 
ions ere ſee forth by @ 2 
Metaphor, taken from. % ww © 
the'Sex, when * Winds avd Rains are tem-vaiß the 
peſtuous, which are God's Warer-ſpouts , 4«d +. . 
dove; cliefe make the Seas roar, and bear, ,,, 
ind break to, and again, which are his Wa- 4h, 15 
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ter ſpoute below; which Metaphor is to 
-thew; the grear- and vaſt nature ot affl Rt. 
ont; they are as che. Abyſs, or Þottomleſ 
'Sea,.thab cannot be fathomed; ſuch are the 
miſetles which God infli &s ſometimes, upon 
the Sons of Men; yea upon bis own Chiþ 


dre. 
#” -Secondly, This Metaphor is to ſer forth, 
the numbers and troops of trials, wherewi 
God puniſheth his ſometimes; and the num- 
ber can as well be numbered, as the nature 
be fathomed: you can as well fathom the 
docromleſs Ocean, as number the Waycy 
nd Billowes, which beat up and down 
in it. 
©'Thirdly, This Meraphor feteht forth the 
. continuedneſs of aff &ion. Deep calleth - 
en & Hep; er calletb for deep. That is, one 
ln Wave beateth up and beateth on another,“ 
pellit, or through the Tempeſts which God raiſeth. 
und ſe- A fflictions unfathomable, innumerable, and 
— very durable, fall ſometimes upon the Peo- 
Git ple of God. | LO 
I be next thing this Text ſheweth to us, 
2, B, the greatneſs and invinciblenefy of faith; 
: wWwhich-is ſet forth unto us by the Perſon 
faith taketh hold on in diſtreſſ, and that h 
God. Faith leans on no Creature, high nor 
low, (ſor in great diſtreſs, What” can the 
greaceſt Man do?) but God. Ter the 
Lord ſhall, &c. ä 
- Secondly,” The potency and WT 
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tribute in God. on which faith faſtens,” and 
GY rhar is his Soveraignty, which commands 
ne MW all other wheels cg ga, —— The Lord will 
nl commund bis loving kindueſs, &c. 
iþ Thirdly, Faith in the poteney and invin- 
tibleneſs of it. is ſhewed us by its excelſent 
> iſſues and effect which it doth produce, 
which are two, Prayer, and Praiſe, and in 
n. every dark Rate. — Und in the Night bu 
re Seng ſpall be with me, and my Prayer te the 
he i God af »my life: in which is inyolyed peace, 
ef and joy and all good. & 
mn © The Do&rin which I obſerve from theſe 
words is this, That God ſometimes maktth all 
he WY bu Waves and Billowes to go over Men, yea 
„- good Men. The Pſalmiſt chus complaineth, 
ne not once in my Text, but in Pſal. 69 I, 2. 
Save me, O God, for the Waters are come into 
th. wy. Soul; I fink in deep Mire, where there is 
nd ne ſtanding, I am como inte derp Mater iber 
o- the Floods overflow. mei; I am weary of my 
crying, my throat is dried;mine eyes f ail whilſt 
Ivan ſer my God, David was a Mawaftet 
God's own heart, and yet ſaich he, The was 
ters ate come into my Soul, and I am cowe in- 
to deep Waters, which overflow me, and I cry 
to God, and he lets me cry till my throat be 
dryed, and can obtain no anſwer; Elſe- 
where he ſpeaks of himſelf, and others. 
Th-w ſelleft thy People for naught, ani diſt wot 
wwcreaſe thy wealth by their price, faludirę 
% Slaves) then maße ſt us a reproach to tur 
1 5 |  Neigh- 
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Nn Neighbour f, 4 yrs Et to them that 
are rend about us ; wy conſufion ts ſtill be. 
fore meand the ſhawe of my face bath cover 
ed we, Pſal.44 12, 13, 14. There isa great 
diſtance between the Planets, they cannot 
dart one to another, ſaith Seneca. But it is 
not ſo with afflictions, thele will dart, and 
reach one to another, when pain is. on the 
body. it will reach unto the Soul. 
All afflictions for kind and qualities; and 
all for degree and quantity, doth God ſomes 
times bring upon Man. Firſt, All afflidi. 
ons for kind and quality, that is, ſpiritual 
and cemporal ; Spiritual «M Rions -GOD 


= 


* brings upon Men, yea upon che beſt Men; 


The loſs of Ordinances. ben 1 remmmb 
tbefe things, I pour owt my. Soul, for I hu gem 
with tha altitude to the Honſe of God: Plal, 
42. 4+ As the loſs of Ordinavces 2 80, 2. 
The loſs. of God in Ordinances. Why n 
thog c4ft down O wy gend, &c. O my God, my 
Sexl i caſt down within me, therefore will } 
remtewher thee, frow the Land of Jordan. $6 
eb complaineth of che loſt of - God: Thi 
Arzows of the Lord are within me, aud thi 
peiſen of thew drink mp my Spirit, Job 6: 
And what a Man was he for integricy # Þ 
acknow{edge en fin, and yet mine wiquity# 
ever before me, Pſal. 5 l. 3. Mine iniqui- 
Ties are fene ouer my head, they are a bravy 
bu,drn, tea beavy far we to bear; my wo 
Rinkand are corrnpt through wy own fk, 
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10 Pſal. 38-4: 3. A ſtorm vannot raiſe 
it ſelf aboye the Moon, much leſt as far as 
the Scars, ſaich the Philoſopher: and yer 
ſpiritual forms raiſe themſelves in the Soul 
above all, Sun, Moon, and Stars, above all 
the graces, gifts, and endowmens the Soul 
hach, and eclipſe and darken all, Ady bears w 
fore pained within me, and the terrore of death . 
are fallen upon me, fearſuineſs, aud trembling 
are come pon me, and horrour bath overwhel- 

& wo, Plal.z 3. 4. So Hama whtift 1 [afe 
fer thy errors, I am diftraited.. And then 
God is. gone indeed, add Sun; Moon, and 
Stars overwhelmed. 

Secondly, Temporal af &Rions doth God 
bring upon Men, yes upon the beſt of Men. 
How our Saviour was afflicted in Spirit, we 
read, his Soul was heavy to death; how be 
cried ont and roared, becauſa of God hide» 
ing himſelf; and as to all outward miſeries 
and injuries, hat was not infl. Fed on ha 
that Man or Devil, yea or the Juſtice 
God could inflict? Hi viſage wat muell 
were then any Man's. He had no Houſe not 
bome ; He was in the Wilderneſs worried 
by Devils, and wild Beaſtes He bad no 
Bread, no Bed, no Friends,forſaken of all. 
even of all his Diſciples, S0 Hamwean, bom 
be complaineth of Bodily afflictions.— 1 
an affliited, aud ready to die from my Toxth, 

al. $8. 14. He hed not a well day in ell 

$ life, as we ſay ; and yet lived in an if 
| Rs nad time 


* 1 0 tag — 
_ 2 i * % : 
* 4 TY ö Le 5 
( 147) GIA | 
1 ** * & a 3 
* * 4 _— — of 
4 9 


. (F 


„ 


1000 (148) | 
time to be fick, namely when our Fathery 
were in theic conflict in Egypt, undet Phy. 
rack, And yet mark what be faith thefts, 4 
T hou haſft luid me in the loweſt Pit, in ders 
neſt in the” diep ) thy wrath lieth hard im 


P/.88.7 me, and au baft effiifftdl me with all 1 


Waves Sela. As if he had faid;rhat ir ſhi 
be done thus, to any poor Creatures, ſuch i 
ſeaſon as this, when under che titanny of t 
Foreign Enemy, let it de wonderꝰd nt by 
all the Creation, Angels and Men. So H. 
zehiab;trow afflicted ourwardly with a great 
Army of mereileſs Men, inſulting and be. 
ſieging him, and no ſooner chat over, 
ſick unto death of the Plague and othet in. 
firmities,as you may read by his complaint 
Au Age #1 departed like a Shephiirlls 
Tent," it i removed, I have cut © like - 
Weaver,my life, he will cut me eff with pini: 

ſickneſs, which is many thouſand deaths, 

from Daj deni Night be will make an mn 

——— that a4 4 Lien, ſo he will 

ak att my bones, Ila. 38-12, Comets ap- 
pear in the 'calmeſt Ayt, and yet are yery 
prodigious" things: So corporal calamitiry 
dresk ut ub Men, when. ih the greateſt 
calm of eaſe uud content. When David 
ſaid, his Mountaln was ſtrong, and that he 
mould never be removed, by and by yor 
bear him cry out, I am troubled, I am bowed 

dawn greatly, I g1 mourning all the Day * 

. 
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#nd there ij us ſouttuneſs in my fleſs,1 an feebly 
and ſore broken, I have roared by Treaſon of thi 
diſquietneſs of my heart, Plal, 38.8. 

Fetendiy, As God brings all afMidtions, 
for kind and quality, on Men, yea on good 
Men, that is afflictions ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral, inward and outward, on ſoul and body: 
So he brings all afitions for quantity and 
degree, that is, afflictions very great, and of 
long continuance, Were they not great and 
ſore things done againft Fob? W hilit be was 
yet ſpraking there came another, and ſaith,the 
Fire of God i fallen from Heaven, i. e. A 
great Fire, and hath burat ug the Sheep, and 
the Servants and I only am eſcaped to tell thee. 
Poor Jeb now indeed, that Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, from the Lord out of Heaven, ſhould 
be rained upon him, as upon Sidem, that ſo 
he might judg himſelf to deſerve, no bettet 
than the wicked Sadomites did; What a de- 
gree of high Trial, and what a great Twig 
in the Rod was this? Yea, God ſaith of 
the Devil, that be moved him againft ob, 
without cauſe, to ſwallow him wp, Job 2. 3. 
that is, ſaich che Margent, when the Devil 


had nought againſt him, nor able to — | 
bis own malicious deſigns to paſs agai 


him; yet read Satans Second Commiſſion # 
$0 went Satan forth from the preſence of the 
Lord, and ſmote Job with fore boils from the 
ſole of his Foot, to the crown of bis Head, and 
he rook him a pot ſdord to ſcrape bimſelf viii 

al 


1 


11 
all, and ſate down amongſi the zſbes} and 
then his friends poured Gall and Vinegar 
into his Cup: which.alkegether madle bis 
afl ictiom of the greateſt magnitude indeed, 
the greateſt; I think, that ever meer Man 
had. David tells us of the Lyon, and the 
young Lyon upon him, Pſal. 17. 12. and 
of ſuch as did ſet their mouths againſt the 
Heavens, and bark and bite all good per- 
ſons and things, and therefore the Lord's 
People returned bither, that is, when 
they could get no ſhelter from the wicked, 
and Waters of # full Cup were rung out u 
em, Plal 73. Io. And tull Cups ot miſery, 
ſpeak the greateſt puniſhmears for degree 
and quantity. ww” | 

Secondly , God brings a fflictions upon 
Men, yea upon the beſt Men, as great and 
ſharp, ſo of long continuance. It hath been 
a ſharp Winter this. and of long continu 
ance; ſo doth God make in other matters, 


1 a; 031, ſome times. Some Rivers * had their be. 
that anci- ginning with che World, and fo it may be 
ent River will have their end, not till the World ende. 


And ſome-afflitions have their beginning 
as ſoon a6 we, and will have no end till we 
have; yea, ſome Rods extraordinary begin 
with ſome. good People, 2 ſoon almoſt ss 
they begin to be, and end not till they end 
their lives. It is God's threat, that if all bis 
Laws be nat obſerved, and his glorious and 
ſearſul Name The Lord thy God, be . 
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ed and revereneed, ( And, who can ca Cod 


bis God, but God's Children ) that then 
be will inflict upon his People great Plagues 
and of long continuance, and ſuch be did in- 
flit, and ſuch be bath ſaid in the new Teſt« 
ament alſo, will-fall out, great troubles, 
and of long continuance, ſo long, 2s if he 
heard no Prayers, that every ones faith and 
patience ſhall faint and fail. When the Son 
of Man ſhall come, ſhall he finde faith upon 
the Earth ? Like « Crane or 4 Swallow, ſo 
did I chatter, I did mourn as a Dove, that is, 
always, ſo the next words expound it, —- 
Mine eyes fail with looking upward, GOD 
gave no 'anſwer, that bis faith was quite 
ſpent; O Lord I am oppreſſed, and bear all 
the burden alone, Undertake for me, lend 
me a hand. What b 7 ſay, be hath fprken 
unte me, and bimſelf bath done it, and there- 
fore it will never be undone, I ball go ſoft- 
ly all- my Tears in the bitterneſs of my foul, 
Iſa. 38. 14, 15- That God inflis puniſh- 
ments, great puniſhments,and of long con. 
tinuance upon good People, read 1 Kings 
22. 27. Aud the King of Iſrael ſaid, put 
thou fellow in the Priſon, and feed him with 
the bread of ficti n, and the water of afflifti= 
em, until I come in peace. His warrant / you 
ſee) bad a long dare. Thus God ſometimes 
let looſe wicked Men upon the beſt of his, 
to faſten their teeth, and ſcarce ever let go 
their hold, till they have pluckt out their 
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throats; to lay them faſt in all extremitics 
like Faſeph, and there let chem lie long till 
even their skin and bones rot. And as Gd 


lets Men deal thus with their body; ſo be 
lets the Devil ſometimes deal thus with 
their Soul; worry them, and worrry them 
long, even all their days. is but GOD. 
Commiſſion given to the Devil, and he will 
do it; as tis God's Commiſſion given to 


wicked Men to torment, and then they da 


it. and without his Commiſſion, a Dog F᷑ould 
not bark or ſhew his teeth againſt any child 
of God. The Plowers plowed upon my back, 
And they made long their Furroms, Plal. 129, 


\ 3. «nd wor is me that I remain in Meſpechy 


and dwell in the Tents of Kedar, my foul hath 
tes long daelt with him that hateth prace s 
Pſal. 120. 3, 6. God excommunicated Nee, 
buchadue æar Seven Yeats, and made him a 
Companion fdr Beaſts; and ſo ſomet. 
he ezcommunicates his own People, — 
makes them companions (as De vid in Ara - 
bie with Black- mores) with Devils, thoſe 
— Fiends of the loweſt Hell, and ſo 
ong. EET 4 2 £6 
The Reaſons of chis Point are theſes 
F;: ft, That God may ſhew' his Soveraignty, 
I will not ſay his Juſtice,; We have all ſin d. 
even the beſt Men, and therefore God may 
bring all afflctions and miſeries upon the 
beſt. But I racher chooſe to ſay, that God 
may ſhew what an abſolute Lo. d of all He 
| 1s, 
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is, and can ſ& up what Man he will to be 
his mark to ſhoot at, and then cake him 
down, and ſet up another, Mine iniquities 
are more than the hairs of my head, ſaith Da- 
vid, Pſal. 40. 1 2. Uſually leis than this num- 
ber are our afflicti ons when moſt, and ther- 
fore where God ſhews ſoveraignty, he. alſo 
ſneweth juice. act would none of me, ,Plal. 
$1.11. Therefore where God pronounced 
to Ammi, I will haye none of this People, 
he was juſt as well as abſolute, and 'perem- 
ptory in his will, Sometimes God (mites 4 
ſinner, as Foab ſmore Amaſia under the fiſe 
Rib, ſo as that he ſmites him not again, 
maketh an utter end at a blow, and no cauſe 
viſible no more than in other of the Sons 
and Daughters of Men, and of his People: 
This properly we call ſoveraiguty: Thus 
may be ſmite any one : for we have not(any, 
one of us all) the priviledge of Au, 
who haye two tharts laſting fix weeks k- 
piece, during which time no Man in his 
Perſon or Goods can be arreſted, No man 
bath ſuch priviledge for a day, in order to 
God : he can arreft Perſon, Goods, and Liſe 
when he pleaſech,and yet in all ſo, that none 
ein charge him wigh injuſtice. 22% 

Secondly, Doth 1 brivg all zMiQions 
vpon Men, yea upon the belt Men, to try in- 
tegrity. The Sed pulteth up from is doe 
tom all excrement, as well in fair weather 
n in towl,ſaich Sineca; bu ſo doth * ax 

oul, 
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Soul. Thou haſt made a Hedge about Fob, 
Doth he ſerve thee for naught ? No, thou 
doſt give him much, and ſo hire him to ſerye 
thee, do bur take away as thou haſt given to 
him, and he will curſe thee to thy ſace, ſo 
ſaith God, all he hath is in thine hands, and 
then again ſaith, couch his Bone and his 
Flelb, and he will curſe thee, “cr. Take + 
way Eftate,and take away healch,health and 
wealth, and then queſtionleſs he will for- 
ſake ſuch a hard Maſter : and yet Satan wa 
deceived, Fob held his integrity, and nou 
Fob goes for current Coin in the Lords ac- 
count, Haſt thou confidered my Seryant 
70b, that be is 4 juſt Man and upright, 6, 
Though thou haſt moved me againſt hin 
without cauſe, ſuch an inſtance is Devi. 
Thou didſt thruſt fore at me (that is) Sa 
tan, becauſe he ſaith, that be thruſt ſore a 
him, that be wight fall, but the Lord helped 
me, P/al. 118. 13. God afflits ſore ſome- 
times, and then the Devil chrufts ſore, to 
ſhipwrack Conſcience ſome way or other, 
and thus doch God try Men ſometimes, to 
know all that is in their heart. There is 
Nurſery at a great Dukes ſcat abroad. which 
is called Schols illuſtriu. Great afflictiom 
ate the great God's Schola illaſris, chat it 
and by which, he makes the integrity of 
Men appear, that is, all the graces of Mev 


in their true glory. — According to that, 
Aeg to7, That the trial Yoo lud bi 
much 
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arb wore precious, than. that of Gold 
prriſverh, may be found unto praiſe and bane 
at the appearing of Jeſ {brif._ Barbils ta- 
ken among Rocks are brave Fiſh, and have 
their right colour,” a "£ 9g 
. Thirdly , God brings all afflictions on 
Men, yea on good Men, to humble and to 
mortify. Our Fathers were worried with 
all fi tions in the Wilderneſs forty Years 
together, as to prove them; ſo to humble 
them, to pull down pride and finbborneſs, 
and co make them long much for Cann, 
the Land of Reſt. And b waz kept ar ſuch 
a diftance in all bis conflicts as to try him, 
ſo to humble him and abaſe bim, for his 
heart was too high, What Man's heart 
is not ? The Sacrifices of God. are a bro 
ken and a contrite ſpirit, ſuch ſacrifices. iq 
Religion God: likes well, P/al. 51. 17. He 
goth nor de ipi ſe low, humble, bleeding fin- 
ners, that is, he doth not worry and ſleight 
to ſee them; becauſe they are as Whear 
ground ſmall enough to be Bread fit for. 
their Maſters Table. Devidguthen his bones, 
were all broken, that is, ſoul and body much 
afſlidted, chen he begins to talk of a broten 
iric 5 when our conditiont are high, our 
—— and to hring the one low, 
the Lor is forſt to bring the other low to. 
Paul that ways high cobhidene Man, God. 
was fain from Heaven to fell him co che; 
— and aſterward o eg bim low avd. 
M2 bumble, 


* 
| 9 
humble, was fain to let looſe corruptions of 
nature, and buffitings of Satan, that by theſe 
thornes in. his ſides he might prick out and 
let out all the ſwelling windy conceits of 
himſelf, and of his own holineſs, and goods 
neſs, and uſefulneſs, which fluttered in his 
heart. eMephibeſpeth being a Criple,how 
humbly he ſpeaks /— And he bowed himſelf 
and ſaid, What «© thy Servant that then 
ſhuuldſt Ink, upon ſuch a dead Dog as I am, 
2 Sam, 9.8, So when God Criples us in all 
things, wherein we may be of uſe to him, 
eſtate, health inward and outward, and yet 
keeps on a ſecret ſupport and kindneſs 
though not ſenfible, Oh how humble it 
makes the Man What a dead Dog am I. 
that the Lord ſhould regard me to do the 
leaſt favour for me! the ground is too good 
to bear me. Natarali prævalet accidentale, 
Sometimes accidental things prevail againſt 
natural; accidental rods and piiniſhments, 
1 againſt Natural Cotruptions and 
Sint. pa l 
Second y, As God doth bring all afflicti- 
ons to mortiſy pride, ſo to mortiſy other 
ſins, to which our natures are tos too prone, 
to pluck up all ſin by the roots well, eſpe · 
cially hypocriſie, with which we do bet 
play with, inaube matter of humiſi tion and 
mortification, and rene wing faith and te- 
pentance, till the Lord ſwinge us indeed 
wich all his Rods, and long. David, though 
a 
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a good Man, wis beaten till he roared, and 
made to roar all the Day long, and Night 
and Day was God's hand heavy on him, and 
his moiſture turned into the drought of 
Summer, to ma ke him acknowledg and con- 
feſs ſome ſpecial fin, which lay hid and was 
kept cloſe, till a Fire was kindled in his 
bones, then he confeſſed, and ſpir out the 
ſweet morſe! which he cumbled in his mouth 
ſo long, Pſal. 32. 5. In ſome bad matters, 
we are very bad and naught, and ready to 
make excuſes and defences, and to hide our 
fin this way, as Adam, tis but a little one, 
and I do not uſe it, it is but now and then, 
when I meet with ſuch bad company. All 
affl;Qions and ſmart Rods are but few e- 
nough in theſe caſes to make us ſpeak out, 
and do out as we ſhould, and to make ſuch 
clearing our ſelves in theſe bad matters as 
becometh Penitents. Sometimes of the year 
in Ethiopia when moſt hot, their Silver wax- 
eth Lead, and no cover of any rich matter 
can endure faith the Hiſtorian j And tru - 
ly I may more fitly ſpiritualiſe it; ſome» 
times when the entiſemen:s. of ſome (ins 
moſt ſutable to our nature are ſtrong and 
hot through Satan's Fice-Darrs, all our fil- 
ver becomes lead, (1) All our graces. Faith 
and love, and courage fails, and become cor- 
rupted and bribed by the fin which ſo eaſily 
beſers ; and then ia God enraged, and lay- 
eth about him as a jealous God, and takes 
| | M 3 vp 
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up all his Rods, and layeth them on, as wich 
all his might, and all little enough, to kill 
pleafing ſin and beloved fin at the Root, to 
dif. heart it well. He makes à great Fire, to 
ify well, and make the ſcum come all out 
as it ſhould. When the Children of n 
ſaw. that they ſtank before David, then they 
ſent to him the Syrians, 2 Sam; 10, 6.. So, 
till a Sinner by the many puniſhments of 
God, ſeeth that he ſtinks in the Noſtrils of 
God, he doth not raiſe forces againſt his (in 
as he ſhould, (1) He doth not ſet hmſelf to 
repent of it, and clear and cleanſe his affli- 
Rions y of it, as he ſhould,by faith 
in che death of Chriſt, They ſay of the 
Spaw Waters broad, that they are not fa 
pleaſant as wholeſome ; fol may ſay of af- 
fligions, that they are not ſo pleaſant as 

wholeſome. ' Inwtile per inutile perimitur. 
Thirdly, As God brings afflictions upon 
Men;-yea upon good Men, co mortify fin 
well | fo ta mortify them well to all che na- 
tural good things of this World, and fo to 
make chem indeed dead with Chriſt co all 
here. As che Nurſe puts bitter things on her 
breaſts;to take off the Child from the ſweet 
milk, and pur his mouth out of reliſh, and 
no other way to do it: ſo death God im- 
bitter our conditions in this World, that ſo 
all the ſweets which we have here, we may 
uſe them as if we did not, and poſſeſ them, 
and they not poſſeſs us and our hearts, De 

„ 2 | | 28.» 


3. 


ec SOSOQOFrTCSASSUEEAESS ER 


„n $9 xy av 


8 8 


(130 
vid had many bitten upon his condition bes 
fore be could ſay, I have behaved my ſelf as 
a weaned Child. When the World was firſt 
crucified to Paul. then at length he became 
crucified to che World ; when God whips 
os in this, and whips us in that; takes away 
this, and takes away chat, then by degrees 
he rakes — our hearts too, and ſets =_ 
upon better things, but uſual thing: 
firſt die from us, before we 20 good 
as to die from them. There is no labourer 
in Egype that lifts up his eyes to Heaven; 
they are almoſt angry with the Sun, it doth 
ſo ſcorelr them: Few labourers in and after 
this World, do lift up their eyes to Heaven 
much, whilſt che Sun-ſhine of proſperity is 
hot upon them, but rather angry and yexed, 
and cumbred with one thing or other, that 
the World doth not tumble in faſt enough, 
Few in health and wealth are heayenly,, — 
In thoſe days was Hezehia fick unto death, 
Iſa. 38. 1. In thoſe days; When was that d 
ſee the Chapter foregoing. Aﬀoon as he 
had obtain d that great deliverance from the 
Arias by Prayer, and all quiet, now leaſt 
he ſhould grow as David, when his War 
was ended, ſenſual and wanton, God ſmites 
him with the Plague, and bids him ſet his 
houſe in order, for he muſt die. David be- 
ing hunted up and down as a Partridge, and 
poured from veſſel to Veſſel, what a Hea- 


venſy Man is be; and when this is over; 
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what a carnal Man is he ! I am toſſed to and 
fro,as the Locuſt; mark what follows, My 
Knees are weak through faſting, Pſal. 10g, 
23. When we arc toſſed much, then we 
faſt and pray, and go to Heaven much up- 
on our Knees. We read in Hiſtory of an 
Emperor firangled putting on. his Royal 
Robes; nothing more choak the ſeeds of 
Grace and Heavenly lite, than the proſpe · 
rity of this World; and therefore uſually, 
one way or other, God kills all things here, 
to kill us chropghly to all here. The Apo- 
ſtle bids us endyre hardneſs as good Souldi - 
ers, In hard ſtates and conditions grace beſt 
thrives, and che moſt noble things and ſouls 
to be found. : 
Learn from hence what a great God we 
have to do with, who can flat our conditi - 
ons with. all mi ſeries in a moment, as the 
Sea ſometimes. takes breaches upon the 
Land, and ſwallows up Towns and Cities, 
no more to be recovered, I will have mercy 
upon the Houſe Juda, aud ſave them by the 
Lord their Gad, and will not ſave them by bom 
nor by ſwerd, nor by hattel, by Horſe nor by 
Herſe man, , Hoſe. 5. 7. As God ſaves with- 
ou: bow or ſword, ſo he can deſtroy with. 
qut bow or ſword, eyen with his own hand 
from Heaven many ways. Of which I will 
ſay, as one doth of Aſary's being with child 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Mirari licet, rimari non 
licet, Such dealings of God may be 2 


* 4 


— — 


r r e 


(161) 5 
dred at, but curiouſly ſearch'd into they may 
not, It may be ſaid of God and the Enginy 
he uſech againſt Men, as Hzſo« ſaich of Da- 
vid and bis followers. Thou knoweſt that 
David and thy Father be mighty Men, and 
they be chaſſed in their minds as a Bear 
robbed of her Whelps in the Field, 2 Saw. 
17.8. God ſometimes, when he ſets upon 
the Sons of Men, is as fierce Creatures 
chaſed and chaſed, and robbed of their 
young, very fierce,and ſo arc all the Engins 
which he uſeth. How: fierce was Shtmes 
againſt David, and chrew Stones and curſed 
him. God hath ſet him on, ſaith David. 
We are made a ſpectacle or Theater, ſaith 
the Margent, to Angels and to Men; and 
I think God hath ſent us forth laſt for this 
ſad ſervice, as appointed to death and 
(laughter is all chat is dear, 1 Cor. 4. 9+ Ic 
may be God hath appointed the beſt of 
Men in theſe laſt Days, to the worſt of 
deaths and calamities, to cloſe np a long 
and evil Day, and chac the Pit ſhould as ic 
were ſhut its mouth upon the Chriſtians of 
theſe laſt times, as the Whale upon Jonah. 
Which ſhould make us tremble, and ſtand in 
awe daily, to conſider what a great and ho- 
ly God we have to do with, o: 

.. Secondly, Learn what need we have of 
grace, who are lyable co ſuch floods of E. 

tils; yea of much grace. Noah moved wit h 
fear, bring wor ned of, God, prepared. an * 
* ket an 
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and went into it; and where elſe could he 
have lived, in thoſe great ſtorms and floods 
which came upon the World ? Surely Gods 
ſtorms and wayes will beat much in theſe 
laſt Days; If all of them may come over 
any Man, chen all of us need an Ark,and to 
haſt unto it; that we be in a ſtate of fayour 
with God by Jeſus Chriſt. All our eſtate: 
may fail us; a Fire of God from Heaven 
may conſume them, All our Friends may 
fail us, yen all our hearts may fail us, Men. 
hearts failing thews for fear. What then will 
be a Cordial to keep us, but the favour of 
God, and a ſtate of grace, that the Lord 
Jeſus.Chriſt be with our Spirits? Nine ſe 
veral times in the Ten firſt Verſes of Pants 
trſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians , is Jeſus 
Chriſt named ſaith one, that hath well ob- 
ferved, to note who it is that is all in all in 
ſtorms for a Saviour, yea indeed in all con- 
ditions. It is Jeſus (as the ſame Obſeryator 
Boverd. ſaith) that is made Mel in ore, meles in anre, 
Comethins dm in Corde. Jeſus Chriſt in all con- 
"4; Aids is bony in the mouth, harmony in our 
terrible Mo- Ear, a Jubile or great joy in our hearty, 


2x by of when all the waves and billows of aMi&- 


A wag ons beat upon us, yea when theſe Waten 

47. come into our Souls, when Prophefic, and 
coming in pericy failed the ſtate of the Jews, they 
rde Flſbþ bad nothing to live upon but that promiſe; 
will be be- that the deure of all Nations ſhonld comer 
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er the great Tirannies of «Anticchas, and 


the Greek Monarchy ; theſe were the ſtays 
of their hearts, that Chriſt would come, and 
ſo by faith did bear up, and he did come. 
Floods may, yea red Seas may break out, 
and we may flote in our own blood, there- 
fore an Ark is very needful, and that we be 


in it, well in it by faith , nothing but Chriſt 


can be a Jeſus, a Saviour co us all, other 
things will but rather haſten and heighten 
the Floods upon us, as the more riches and 
bonour, and the things of this World · we 
have, the more ſhall we be a fit prey for e- 
vil times and Perſons. What got the Ce/ars 
by their high advances, Miſi ut citius inter- 


feerentur. Graee therefore is neceſſary, and 


ſpeedily neceſſary. The Flood which ſwal - 
lowed up the firſt World, is called a Dart. 
Mer haſalab the Dart cometh ; ſo I believe 
will the Flood of theſe laſt cimes ſurpriſe 
and come as a Dart, as a Wall ſwelling ont, 
to uſe the Scripture expreſſion. Ada mori- 
entium mon poſſunt eſſe in ſuſpenſs. Tis the 
ſpeech of them that ſtudy Nature. Death 
nen once it begins to knock, beats down 
all apace, and cannot be ſtayed, 

Learn what need we have to beg, that 
Cod would not lead us into temptation. 
Etremities are terrible charges. When 
deus was beat upon with all God's billows, 
ind likewiſe Job, how they both broke out 
and curſed the day whercin they were born? 


und 
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and how David in like plunge fained him: 
ſelf mad, and drivel'd at Gath. A tempted 
Soul, wich all temptations, will have much 
adoe to bite in blaſphemy. I ſaid in my haſt 
all Men are lyars, yea even Samuel, which 
from the Lord had cold him that he ſhould 
be King. Some dead Mens bodies putrified 
turn into Serpents, See holy Ainſw.in Gen, 
3- 19. Truly the better we are, when over- 
born with temptations, we become much 
the worſe ; wlizt Serpents and Scorpions 
ſome have become by theſe things, in theſe 
times, more fiery and worſe than others, 
who yet knows what may be in their hearts 
as to the main, we know not. How earn» 
eſtly Chriſt defired that the Cup might paſ;, 
and yet was not in danger of ſin as we are, 
how much more ſhould we ſo defire, who 
have not a body to bear, being ſo crackt by 
fin, but much leſs, not ſuch a Soul to bear 
trials, as Chriſt, being ſo wholly defiled and 
immerſed, with fin. This on which I am 
now makes me think of David's ſpeech to 
Jonathan, who as you know he loved dearly: 
If there be iniquity in me, flay me thy ſelf, 
1 Fam. 20. 8. as if he had ſaid, let me dye 
by the hand of one that loveth me, and then 
I ſhall dye but one death ; but if I dye by 
the hand of ſuch as hate me, I know not 
how many deaths I ſhall die. (There #4 
kindneſs in the Hang - man) nor how many 
ius I may commit under ſuch cruelties and 
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inhumanities. If the Cup may not paſs, yeg 
beg that you may be deliver d from the evil. 
I pray net that thou Hon take them out of 
the World ſaith Chriſt, but that then ſpoul 
deliver them from the evil. Upon this inſiſt. 
that you may have the benefit of Chriſt's 
interceſſion, that no Wave may over · whelm 
any Grace, or hide the face and fayour of 
God a moment from you. Peccatum tauiet / 
T0 benum, tamen in bonum, & c. ſaith Au- 
fein. Sin, though it be not good, yer it 
% m be ordered to good: So afflictions, 

. though in themſelves not good, nor joy ous, 
yet God can order them to work about the 
peaceable fruit of holineſs, and ſo to make 
7 them very good, and very joyous. 

5 Learn trom hence what great cauſe WW 4 
have to be full of pitty and tender- hearted- 
neſs one to another ; and what Monſters of 
Man- kind they are, which are hard- hearted. ouα 
cloſe fiſted, without Man- ſriend ſhip, ſuch 4. 
as you read of, Pſal. 69. 26. They perſecute 
lim which thou boſt ſmitten, and talk te the 
grief bia wem thou. baſt wounded, they 
fave me gall for my meat, and in wy thir 

they gave me vinegar to drink, Job's friends 
late down by him Seven Days, and ſaid no- 

thing to him, for they ſaw that his grief was . 

eat; and when they did ſpeak, it had been r 
ter much they had held their peace, they 5 

did ſo talk to the grief of him whom God 
had wounded. A ſote evil we arc apt Wea, 
V . oy 
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hen all God's billows paſs over any, to 
have many hard things to ſay againſt them, 
but very few merciful deeds to do fer them 
May not their caſe become yours? May not 
you whole, become fick ꝰ and you rich, be 
come poor? and you Londoners, may not 
you be driven bere and there,as well as they 
in che Country? See therefore and take no- 
tice of all the lurking places of David, and 
ſee where he hideth himſelf, and come tell 
me,faich Sani to the Ziphits. 1 Sam 23.24. 
You Lowdoners have been ſome lurking pla- 
ces for the Lord's hunted ones long; M 
not ſome Zjphrrs diſcover theſe lurking pla. 
ces, and make you ran and lurk for i: too, 
where you may? And would not you then 
be glad when ſuch billows beat over you, 
to be pittied and ſhelrer'd ? then think hoy 
much ic becomes you, to ſhew picty 0 
wounded ſouls, and diſtreſſed bodies, and do 
pour out your ſpirits and Purſes to then 
whilſt ye can. A ſtorm fulfils its courſe in 
2 round, and then burſts wich its own vio- 
fence, ſaith Seneca; and indeed che ſtorm 
which hath been in divers parts of the 
Country, will 1 believe, fulfill ict bo 
in a round, in which Circle this City wil 
have its ſhare ; and therefore rake hee that 
that be not true of you, which Devid cot 
plains of fome when in his Cave, Pſal-143- 
4. I look on my right hand, and behold, but 
ihere was no man that would kaow ine; 7 
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fail d me, and none cared for wy Soul. Seve- 
ral bleed in ſoul,and I doubt but few of you 
care for cheſe bleeding finking Souls to ſup- 
port them, with your experiences and with 
your prayers. Many flee to Caves and Dens 
to hide here and there, and have not to put 
hread in the heads of them nor theirs, and 
few I doubt viſit David in his Cave. 

Learn from hence, that we ſhould not 
ſentence our Eternal ition, by our tem · 
poral. All God's W.. may. paſs over the 
beft Man in this World. Chriſt was exer - 
eiſed wich all trials and miſeries in chis 
World; was poor, was bated, was fnurther- 
ed; was inwardly tormented, his Soul was 
heavy to death, and in a great Agony; and 
ſo was Feb ; and therefore were judged hy- 
pocrites, and deecivers, and accurſed of 
God. Paul, when the Vipers was on bis 
hand, they judged him a Murtherer, and 
when he chrew ic off and had no hurt, then 
they would baye worſhipped him tor a God. 
There is no judgment of God's love or ha- 
tred by the things of proſperity or adver- 

rather by our carriage in them. M- 
727 who will ſhew ws any good, but 

d lift thou ap the light of thy countenance, 
and t ham ſpalt put wore yo) into my heart, &. 
Many can make no other eſtimate of Mans 
ternal felicity, but as he is ſo and ſo pro- 
ſperous in this World. Crowns which be- 
girt the Sun or the Moon n 
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ſaith the Philoſophet. All the Crowns and 
adythcitious Riies of riches and honours 
which begirt the Saints in this World, to 
give light and conduct to it, by Day and 
by Night, they laſt not long, ſome ctempett 
or other blows them away; and then when 
thoſe painted Crowns are vaniſhed away, 
to judg and cenſure that therefore their E- 
ternal Crown and Glory, is gone too, is to 
judg amiſs of che Generation of the righ- 
reous. Diſcord in the matter of exhalations; 
maketh ſtorms and tempeſts; ſo difcords in 
the matrers of God's diſpenſations, make 
ſtorms; not diſcover'd in his affections to 
his People. Now God diſpenſeth riches, a- 
non poverty, but both with che ſame ſpirit 
of love. Now he diſpenſeth peace by his 
ſpiric to the ſoul ; and anon terror and up. 
brading, and both by che ſame ſpirit of Fe- 
therly affection: So that ſtorms ariſe from 
4 ditcord in the matter of God's diſpenſa- 
tions, and not from a change in Gods love: 
for God is immutable and changeth nor, and 
whom be loyeth be loveth to the end. 
Learn from hence, that the way to Hes · 
ven is narrow, ſuch chrongs of Miſeries at 
on one ſide afflicting, and ſuch throngs 6 
Devils on the other ſide tormenting; and 
then within ſuch throngs of luſts and cor- 
ruptions on one ſide, and ſuch throngs of 
Gods frowns and rebukes on the other hand, 
fo that the way for the poor ſoul to goto 
Heaven, 
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The Sea is broad yn gen yer the 
and ſtorms may be ſuch, as to make the paſ- 
fage to ſuch a Port narrow enough,and hard 
to hit and make. The wayes to Heayen are 
yery ſpacious, and in themſelves yery plea- 
ſint, but there ariſe ſo many Agrms, Within 
and yichour, theſe,theſe make Fhem narrow 
and hard to hit, and make, and walk in as 
we ſhould. I am counted with them that % - 
diws into the Pit, 1 am as a Man that hath , 
ho flrength. fret among the dead, lthe the ſtaus 
that lie in the Grave, whom thou »emembereſt 
» more, as they that are cut off from thine 
hand, Pſal. $8. 4, y. J bey bad almcft conſis 
wed me wpon Earth, but I forgat not thy Pre- 
cept," Pſal. 119. 87, The wayes of God 
are broad, and large, and good, bum there 
are ſo many ſlaying conſuming evils on both 
fides, thefe, theſe make them narrow, and 
hard to hit, and to walk well in. One miſ- 
chief almoſt conſumes us, and chen gat off 
that a little, and preſently another evil 
worſe takes hold of us, and this quite breaky 
us. Before we can ſwallow our ſpitle, aves 
dent ſo thick, that we know not'which way 
toſtecr. The ſuperior'bodicy which are 
fixed are pure and clear, and never change 
their complexion nor courſe j If ic were 
thus with our graces, then though Rormy 
ad troubles did ariſe, we ſhbufd ſee and 
Bake our way Wet poppe ſhould _ 
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Michaight.., But car graces change, when 
our conditions change; and when our bo. 
dies are weeks our faith is weak, when our 


outwerd condition is low, our graces are 


all lo too. gud this maketh che way of Re. 
ligion hard, and difficult, and narrow. 


Learn from hence that little trials ſhould 
not be made much of. At exery ſmall thing 
that helfalls us, we do ſo take on, when 
ocbers haye all che waves of God gone o- 
ver them, and we have skarce one. We ham 
« few trials, and a maay gf mercies to ſup- 
port ut, and yet what oug-cries? and othen 
have all miſertes and larcę one Mercy to 
ſupport them. and yer theſe i may be make 
leſs noiſe, That which Pliylicians call inve- 
terate head ach. is made by every light oc: 
caſion, and then continueth lang, and hard. 
ly fayed, and the Perſon loves to fir in the 
dark, is bere applicable. Some their mile- 
ries are iavererate, and yet made and wo- 
ven with every trivial chiog, and then there 
is no quieting, as if they had more a ffl. i- 
ons on chem than all the Town beſides, and 
then ſit in the dark, mope here and there, 
and unfit themſelves, and undreſs themſe hy 
to all buſineſs, to go in a hole; when te- 
ty and twenty undergo more affliction in 
one Moneth, than they in many Years, ye 
quiet, and complain little to Men. A [6 
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| ſame mortal malady, and yet how patient, 
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how believing, bow heavenly, able co com- 
fore others; and othery are more afrgid 
han hurt, as we ſay, and fancy their caſe 
or miſery more than really it is, and pet 
how diſconſolate, how ynbelieying, how 
froward, how troubling wife, hugband, all 


the houſe } Some their caſes are as ſad as 


- ſad can be, like thoſe which have a ſentence 


of Death at the Bar, that fic like ſentenced 
Men on che Lader, waiting when the Exg- 
cut oner will do his office, and this I doube 
is the caſe of many, and ſome not only as t. 
all their welfare in this World, but as 60 fl 
their welfare in the World to come. And 
that we ſhould make ado about this aud that, 
when the life and ſoul and eternal welfare 
of ſuch and ſuch, hangs thus in doubt befor 
them. 


Lern that they have much cauſe ta ble 


God, who find any calmes, and (acids inter- 


vals, confidering what continu ſtgrmey 
and calamities attend our condition here, 
Tis incredible that a ſtorm ſhould mount 
33 high as n 2 * ſelf 3 
mong the Sphberes, yhich moye ſo peape: 
Shly I. regularly ; ang ot jt is molt jn- 


Eredible, jt gyery one af us dg por fing 
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Dt . forms uſſault us, in our higheſt graces and 


9. 


very Heayeniy, Floods ſo much overflow all 


enjoyments. What Clouds gather ſtill aſter 
the Rain in this Climate 1 What fenny, 
boggy places our ſpirits are, yielding mat- 
ter of ſtorms continually, and therefore 
What cauſe have we to bleſs God if we 
have any tranquility, or healch, or liberty, 
Or ſoul-peace in this World. We value the 
favours of God as we do a Companion in 
the way, no longer than he rideth our way; 
we value the fayours of God as «e do the 
paring of our nals, they have ſerved our 
uſe, and ſo we throw them away. Linnen 
doth not receive a skarlet die, there is not a 
ceep and fit foundation for ſuch a noble eo- 
Jour ; So it is with many Souls. they are as 
thin Linnen, not deep and ſubſtantial e- 
nough to receive a right impreſſion of Gods 
favours. For pains in the Head, you muſt 
uſe great frictions and rubbings of the infe. 
rior parts of the Body to draw down And 
truly diſcontent and uathankfulneſs is an e- 
vil in the head and heart roo, a (lightneſs 
and miſunderſtanding of the great mercies 
of God, ang to cure it, things muſt be rub- 
bed much upon the conſcience, that lower 
Court of judging and condemning things 
amils, for we are leſs than the leaſt of all 
Gods fayours. 


Learn that we have much cauſe to be 
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here, and all things are. ſo oft floted in this 
World, chat it is neceſſry our Souls be 

much upon the Wing, and much aloft in 

chat, upper World, P» ecal negotia ſhould be 
the Saints Morto. Far from fin, nay fat 

from the troubleſome buſineſs and / matters 
ot this World, and much elſe where, to 
wit, in Heaven, where we ſay our Trea- 
ſure is. How preciom are thy th:ughts unto 
me, how great i the ſum of them, when I a- 
wake I am ſtill with thee, Pſal 39. 18 When 
all Gods «aves over flowed the old wicked 
World, the Dove flees to the Ark; ſo 
ſhould the great and continned croub'es of 
this world make us tetreat much to Chrift, 
and to that good and quiet place above, 
where he is at the right hand of his Father, 
and we are great gainers by all our loſſes 
and troubles, if they produce a Heavenly 
ſpirit. Servus per ſen nem efÞ perſona, ſed res, 
& poſſeſſio Domini ſui, ſaith the Civilian. A 

Servant that is under all confiderations a 
ſervanc,ceaſcth to be a Perſon in a ſort, and 
is a Mans goods, and the poſſeſſion of his 
Maſter. We are under all confiderations 
the fervants of God and therefore we ſhould 
be as his Houſe, and as his good ind poſ- 
ſeſſion, our Souls ſhould be ſwa!lo' d up in 
Him and in Heaven; we ſhould not be our 
own in any thing, but his altogether, and 
attending Rtill upon Him with all our 
3 N 3 thoughts, 
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thouphts, words and actions, is Servants 
which are not their own. Let us make a 
vertue of neceſſity; Where can we be qulet 
in chis world, or how long? and therefore 


et us be much in Heaven wich Chriſt, which 
js beſt of all. 


GODS 
Troops Invading 


M A N. 


Being . 


S E R M ON 


ON 4 
Pſal. 4 2. 7,8. 


8. 7. Deep calleth upon deep, at the noiſe of ly 

iter ſpouts : all thy Waves and thy Billoms are 
one over me. 

8. Tet the Lord will command 3s 7 tind-* : 

neſs in the Day time, and in the N 4 

We be with me and my Prayer * | whe 7 

Life. 


Deep calleth upon deep, at the noiſe of th 
Water ſpouts: all thy Waves and thy 
Billowes are gone over me. Tet the 
Lord will command his loving king- 
neſs in the Day time,and in the Night 
his Song ſhall be with me, and my Pra- 
er tothe God of my Life. 


Have been already..on 
| the'e words, and have 
gien their ſenſe, and 
have made one Ob(erva- 
tion upon them, and put- h 
| ſued it co an end. Ano- +4 
ther Obſervacion I pur 
pole to make at this time, which is that I e- © 
ſpecially aim at, which is this, That Faith 2 
looketh thorough the dar keſt, and moſt «1 1 

1 mal, 
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mal, and difficult things; All troubles (ſaith 
this Prophet )do as the Ses. (wallom me up, 
and yet the Lord maketh an eicape for me, 
1 ſhall have opportunity to praiſe him, and 
pray to him, as che God ot my life; T hat 
is, he who hath ſaved my lite, the life of my 
Soul and Body : David was as much diſap- 
pointed from Men of a'l help. as exerciſed 
by God wich traits and difficulties; Swrel 
Men of lowe degree are Vanity. and Men of 
bigh degree are a lie, P/al.62 9. And yet 
obſerve how he ſpeaks, viz. How long will 


you imagine miſchief againſt a Man, Tos | 


ſhall be flain ai of you, as à tottering fence, 
and 45 a bowing wall ſpall ye be, When he 
was left in the lurch by every one, high and 
low, yet he ſaw by faith che downfall of all 
his enemies, yea, he ſaw that it was neer, 
and that as a ſwell'd rotten wall,chey would 
ſoon throw down themſelves; though none 
ſhould touch them nor thruſt them. Befere 
your Pots can feel the thorns , he ſhall take 
them away as with A Whirl. wind, both living 
and in his wrath, the righteous ſpall j1y when 
he feeth the vengeance, he ſhall waſh hu feet 
in the blood of the wicked, ſo that a man 

ſay - verily there i a reward for the right 
verily there ts Gd that judgeth in the Earth, 
Fſal. 58. 10. What a great fear the whole 
Hoſt was in, when Goljah came forth daily 
and inſulted, and blaſphemed, and yet then 
David by faith ſaw over him, yea ſaw bis 


ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy down-fall. Thes ſaid David, then 
romeſt to me with a Sword and with a Shield, 
lat I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of 
Hen the Gad of the Arnie of Iſrael, whons 
thew baſt deficd, this day will the Lord deliver 
thee into mine hand and will ſmite thee,and 
take thine Head from thee. and will give the 
Carcaſes of the Hiſt; of the Philiſtins this day 
" the Fowl: of the Air, and to the wild Beaſts 
of the Eat th, rhat ye may know that there is 
s God 35 1 Sam. 17.45. Moſes ſaw 
all the fin and miſery that Iſrael would 
panpe themſelves into after his death, how 
they wonld wax fat, and kick, and run to 
new , and chat all manner of miſeries 
would come in upon them at this Door, and 
that they would bring themſelves into an 
utter loft condition, ay to all outward ap- 
pearance, and yet then ſaith he, the Lord 
win do like himſelf, The Lord will judg br 
People, and repent himſelf for bis Servant, 
when he ſeeth that their power 14 gone, and 
wot ſbut wp wor left, Dent. 32.36, This 
great and free goodneſs of the Lord ſhall 
ſhame them, for truſting in Idols, and abn* 
ling ſuch a gracious and mighty God, which 
ic the ſenſe of the following words. Holy 
Mr. AHinſwort h, upon Pſal. 120. 4. obſerves, 
chat Coles of Fire may be kept under Juni- 
per aſhes a whole Year together; and ſure- 
ly there be things, if we could skill them, 
by which ſoul- heat and life, and fo all — 

| ſenſes 
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ſenſes which belong to it, might be prefers 
red long and very ſtrong, not only for x 
Year, but always, and able to encounter all 
Eaſes and conditions, though never ſo dark 
and difficult. | 

I will open this Point particularly to you, 
and ſhew you che eruth Per Partes by Parts 
Faith can look through matters temporal 
though of the darkeſt and moſt difticule ns 
ture, "Twas a great Flood which drowned 
all the V Vorld, all Gods waves then paſſel 
over Man-kind indeed: And yet Noa by 
faith ſtem'd that Tide, and ſaw another 
VVorld, and his ſafe landing in it. Tun 
a great ſtrait and temptation to Abraham, 
when called to leave his Country and Kin 
dred, and to go to a Country fo remote, 
and ſo wicked as Canaam was, and to lives 
lone in the midſt of ſuch a People, and yet 
by faith he ſaw his way, and God before 
him, and that be ſhould live then more ſafe 
than in h s own Country- Likewiſe a great 
temptation it was, when God called him to 
offer up his only Son, and yet by faith he 
ſaw through that thick Cloud, and that G 
was able to raiſe him from the dead. It ww 
a dark Day with David when «Abſalom wa 
up againſt him, an Abitophel his V Vives 
Grand-tather, Bathſhebas Grand- father, and 
yet turned againſt David to the Conſpirt- 
tors, by which the conſpiracy grew ſtrong; 
yet by faith he ſaw thorough chis, and ws 


quiet 
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quiet in the midſt of this great BONG, od 
you may ſee, Pſal, 3 5,6. which was Penn'd 
upon that occaſion. 7 laid me down and ſlept; 
I awakened, for thou Lord ſuftainedft me, I 
al } will nor be afraid of tes thouſands of Feople, 
tk} thet have ſer themſelves againſt me round 4 
beat. Ariſe O God and ſave me, for thou haſt 
u, ſwitten all mine enemies upon the Cheek bone, 
ts. how haſt broken the teeth of the wngodly. By 
al $ which it is evident that he ſaw che ruine of 
chat great Army, and bis own ſafety in the 
ei midft of all that danger, and this by faith. 
lei The Waters of che Flood abated but one 
by Y Cubic in Four Days when they 24 to 8» 
bet bre, and yet Noah by faith. knew he ſhould 
vu fee them quite down at length, though long 
wm, firſt. And ſurely through his faith theſe wa- 
in: ters haſted away to their proper places, for 
te, I in the laſt day they abated eleven Cubits, 
*& | which abated but one in four Days before; 
yet F By this which hath been ſaid, we ſee, that 
de Faith looketh throngh matters temporal, 
ze though never ſo dark and difficult, 
eat 3 Secondly, Faith looketh through matters 
o ſpiritual, though never ſo dark and difficult, 
he At the power of natural corruption, the 
] ſenſe of God's wrath, c. Faith can look 


n | through the power of natural corruption, 
than which what is a greater Mountain, in FE 
— the eye of an enlighten d Soul? O wretched oy” 


or * 5 ſoall deliver me few the 
this death? I thank God through Jeſs 
a a.” 
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. Chriff our Lord, Row. 7. 24, 73. Faich bath 
+ ſtrong and clear eye that can look through 
facti a big and black Mountain, as the body 
of death is. Satan and corrupt nature are 
called the firong man and bin goods, Mat. 12. 
29. and Chritt ſpoils them both, end this 
faich ſeeth, when both natural corraptian 
and Satan are at ſtrougeſt. But I fee ant 
Lav in wy wembers, willing againfs the Loy 
of ww) Mind, and bringing we ista captivity tt 
the Law of fin, which us in my members, 0 
wretched man, what « wretched ſtate am I ul 
And who can, or who will dehver me our 
of this ſlavery 2? and faith anſwers this hard 
queſtion. I thank God,Chrift can and will, 
ke that is m'ghty to ſave. on whom help for 
me is laid. To this may properly be added, 
Rows. 6. 11. Likewiſe Techn ye your ſelun 
alſa to be dead indeed to fin, but alive um 
Gord through 7 eſus ¶ kriſt our Lars Faith 

doch reckon the body ot fin dead, and 11 

the Powers of it, becauſe that is done by 

Chriſt's death to procure it, a Cure tha 

never failed. What ſhall we then ſays if 
God be for us, who can be againſt us, of 

what can be againſt us. But God be thank- 

ed ye were the ſervants of fin, but now y 

have obcyed from che heart che forme of 

Doctrin, into which ye were delwered. 2 
bold I was ſbapen in iniquity, and in 

my Mocber warm me; hebald, | 420 
nm in the inen parts, and in * tome 
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the Author to the Hebrews ; he 
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5 
knowing of wiſdom, means, experiencing 
of ng Which ſheweth to us, that he by 
faich ſaw chorow the power of natural cor- 
ruption, and all the grieving operations and 
prevalencies of it; and that the ſtate of his 
inward man which was ſo ungracions. and 
which bad ſo deccived him, and betrayed 


bim in that matter of Uriah, ſhould note 


withſtanding be brought to a bettervand & 
more ſincere trame for time to come. Hence 
it is likewiſe, that the Apoſtle Pan! ſpeaks 
of the work of Mortification as done, which 
yet is Rill buc a doing as long as we are On 
this ſide Heaven, as ſeeing by faith, every 
accurſed thing in his heart lin. 7 bey that 
are Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh with the 
afſe Fins and Inſts. That is certainly they 
ſhall. The Beaſts of the Field ſhall honor me, 
the Dragons and Owles, becauſe I give this 
and that inthe Wilde: neſ1, Iſa. 43. - That 
is, Creatures by Nature as blind as Owles, 
and yet as confident and fiery as Dragons, . 
theſe ſhall tee and become as tame that a lit · 
tle Child may lead them. Jacob bleſſed Ru- 
ben that went up to his Fathers Bed, and 
Simeon and Levy which had been ſuch Bre- 
thren in evil, and this he did by faith, ſaith 


bo 

25 0 
. be ſaw thorow thoſe cortuptiohs, Wien 
with they were over-raken, the one welk 
lightneſs, the other with paſſion and ff 
add that God would change all their bekrls: 
Both of the one and of the other. and make 
them gracious ; and doubtleſs in his light 
the Children came at length to ſee light, ang 
by his taith were helped to believe. 

Sec gal), Faith looketh chorow the ſenſe 
of Zod's wrath, which is he darkeſt and 
moſt drea+tul thing of all. Chriſt did fo; 
and he did it by feich. when he cryed, My 
God, my God, cc. David s (in in the matter 
of Batkſbeba, as much clouded his Soul as 
any ching and filled his ſoul with the ſenſe 
of Gods diſpleaſure, and yet he faw thorow 
that dark mor by faich, as you'may fee, 
2 Sam. 12. 23. But now be c dead, whereford 
ſhould I faſt | ? (C an I bring bim back again? 
J ſhall go to him, but be hall not returs to 
we. By taith he ſaw God reconciled as to 
this foul! bufineſs , yea reconciled to the 
Childe that was ſmitten dead, or elfe he 
would not have wiped his eyes, and have 
faid, I ſhall go to him, but would have con- 
tinued weeping, and after the death of the 
Child moſt ot all, as he did for Abſalom, 
whom he gave ap for a caſtaway. They made 
the figure of the Sun upon 5 oſhaa's Tomb, 
to preſerye the Memorial of that great Mi- 
racle of cauſing the Sun to ſtand ſtill. Ther- 
fore ally che place of his dwelling was 10 
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led T;maath Serath, or Heres, which wilt 
forme Letters tranſpos'd, is as you | 
fay, the fign of the Sun: upon the Tamb 
of a believer you may make the figure of 
Gods face and fayour, for when he ig in the F.. 
belly of Hell, as Pena, yet from thence bg 3 & 
eſpies a reconciled God, and his own eyerls; | 
ſing mercies ſure, though cheſs here he al 
uncertain, Wilt thow be angry with ts fer - - 
ver, wilt thou draw out thy wrath ta all genes .” v8 
vations ? wilt thow not revive u again, that 7 
thy People may rejeyce in thee; 1 will hear | 
what the Lord God will ſay, fer be will ſpeak 
peace to hi People, and to hid Saints, but les 
them not return again to folly, Pſal. 83. 8. 21 
The People of God were very low at thig | 
time, even as in their Graves and T ombes, 
and yet there is the figure of Gods count e 
% Þ dance even on their Graves they ſaw peac 
when there was nothing but War. e nul 
* | bring me into the ſtrong City, Why will brin 
* dne into Edom? Wilt net thog O gad whi 4 
e badFt caſt us ff ?. and thox © Lord which dia | 
= | ot go forth with our Armies, Plal. so. 10. 
e Thirdly, Faith looks chorow matters Nay 
„ | tional, as well as Perſonal, though never ſq 
dark and difficult. Thou wilt fave the affliy 

» Bl Qed People, but wilt bring dawn high de, for 4 
Þ I thou wilt light my Candle, tbe Lord ray Gol "T 
0 4 
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will enlighten my darkneſs, for by thee I have 
ran thorow a Troop, Pſal.1$.27. This Hal 
was made (faith the Title) when Dawid was 
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EF geliver'd out of the hands of all his Bne- 
3 * mies, and ont of the hands of Sau; ſo that 
it hath a National reference and reſpect. 
* David ſaw thorow all National conflicts, as 
_— to the godly, that how much diſtreſſed ſoe- 
EW yer they were, yet that God would own 
them and ſaye them, For thou wilt ſave the 
afflicted People, but wilt bring down high 
looks. They that ſeck my Seul to deſtroy it, 
"It. ſhall go into the lomeſt parts of the Earth, 
A they ſpall fall by the Sword, they ſpall be 4 
portion for Foxes; but the King ſpall rejoyca 
in God, every one that ſweareth by him ſhal 
glory, but the mouth of them that Speak lint 
ſoall be ſtepped, Pſal.63.10,11. Noah came 
out of the Ark about Novewber, the very 
beginning of Winter, when nothing was to 
be had, but what he had in the Ark for ſup 
port. and to begin the World withall ; and 
yet he lookt chorow this great ſtrait, which 
reſpected not Nation, but the whole world, 
and ſacriſiced at the beginning of the ney 
world, as Adam did at the beginning of the 
old, and ſo did caſt all bis care on Chriſt, 
who well cared for him, and for all the mat · 
ters in his hand, which reſpected the conſſi· + 
tuting of this World, | 
It. you ask me how a believer doth make fl 
ſuch proſpe& and perſpect? I anſwer, wh 
theſe four things. Fir, By the Promile 
The beſt Mens eyes fail in dark days, and Þ 
is well chey do ſo, for then he betakes = 
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ſelf to the promiſe, and by this Trunk be- 


holds afar off. A fooliſh or weak aftion ff gt 


ing, maketh way to an aftion that is valid. 
A believers own ſight failing, maketh him 


to have recourſe to the promiſe, and by chi 777 


he maketh proſpeſt thraugh all. The Title 
of the Fifch P/4/m tells us, that je wag made 
when the Phi/;ſtines took David in Gui, 
mine Enemies would daily ſwallow me up, 
for they be many that fight againſt me; but 
how did he look through this Cloud: i an- 
ſwer, by the promiſe, as you may ſee, Verſe 
the 6. In God I will praiſe his word, in God I 
will put my truſt, 1 will nit fear what Man 
can de, thoy telleft my wanderings, put thou 
my tears is + Zettel. In God 1 will praiſe 
bu word, veri, 10. This word which he ſq 
much ſpeaks of, was that which we read, 
2 Sam-23-5. By which he lookt through 
fin and death. Theſe be the la words of De. 
vid, although my Houſe be not ſowith Cas, yet 
he hath made with me an everlaſting Com- 
want ordered in all things and ſure, for — 
is all my ſalvation, &c. that is, ing ard ani 
outward, temporal and ſpirityal, The 
miſe is ſo ordered and made in all . 
that in all matters whatſoever faith may ſeg 
by it thorow and thorow ; be it hn of whay 
kind ſoeyer. Such fas as Nevid committed, 
before or after conyerſion; or bg it punjſhe 
ment ſpiritual or cox poral, deſertion 


Soul, ſckneſs of body, diſtrecti ou and trau: 
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bles in the affairs of this World z bad Fa- 
mily,bad Kingdom, as never any Men could 
have greater plunges ot all ſorts than he, 
and yet by this promiſe ſo ordered in all 
things, he ſaw ſtill chorow all. To the pro- 
miſe is added the Seal and Oath, to make a 
ſtrong and clear ſight in the darkeſt caſe; 
And this alſo David made uſe of, when he 
fought with Aram Naharaim, and Aram 
Zoba, Pſal. 60. 6, God bath polen in his bo- 
lineſs, I will rejoyce, I will divide Sechem, 
and mete ont the valley of Succeth, Who ſoall 
bring me into Edow, wilt not thou which haſt 
caſt u off > God hath ſpoken in his holineſs 
or by his holineſs, chat is, hath engaged 
himſelf by oath, and ſarely he will not break 
his word, and his oath, The Church like- 
wiſe maketh uſe of this Medium, to ſee 
clearly and ſtrongly through trials, Pſal. 
89. 35. My Covenant will I not break, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 
mouth, once haye I ſworn by my holineſs, 
that I will net lie unto David. And in what 
a dark caſe the People of God were then, 
we may ſee by the following words, — 
Bnt thou haſt caſt us off, and abhorred, thou 
haft made void the Covenant of thy Servant, 
his is the Prayer of the Church, urgin 
the Covenant and Oath to David Thos ba 
broken down all hi hedges, all that paſs 
ſpoil him; thou haft made bu glory te ceaſe, 


And caſt bis Throne down to the ground, Pal. 


89.44 
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$9. 44] Thus did the Church look thorow 
their dark condition, by the Promiſe and 
Oath. | 

Secondly, By Chriſt doth a belieyer lodk 
through all difficulties of what kind ſoever, 
inward or. outward, The Lord ſaid to my 

Lord, fit thow at my right hand, till I make 
thine Enemies thy Foot fteol, What enemies ? 
An. All Enemies, inward and outward. 
The Pſa lmiſt by vertue of Chriſt ſaw natu- 
ral corruption, guilt of ſin, and all Men and 
Devils oppoſing, deſtroyed. By the death 
of Chriſt, be ſaw guilt in all the Elect de · 
ſtroyed; he ſhall drink of the brook in the 
way, thit is, the black Book Kero2, mean- 
ing that he ſhould undergo a curſed death, 
and ſo ſatisſie rhe Juſtice of God, and there- 
fore in the Perſon of all the Elect, lift up 
his head. Likewiſe by the life, interceſſion, 
and miniftry of Chriſt he ſaw all corrupti- 
ons of nature deſtroyed in the Ele&. Thy 
People ſhall be willing in the day of thy power, 
in the beanties of botinefs, that is, by the ad- 
miniſtration of thy holy Ordinances, Thos 
haſt the dew of thy youth to ſupply them and 
to moiſten them. Likewiſe by the death of 
Chriſt he ſaw all ourward enemies vain and 
Devils deſtroyed. The Lord at thy right 
hand ſhall ſmite through Kings in the day of 
bis wrath, he ſhall judg among the Heathen, 
be ſpall fill the places with the dead Bodies, 

all wound the beads over many Conntrys, 

| O 3 P/al. 
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Nl. Iro. Many things have theit great: 
neſs, not according to their nature, but ac» 
rording to their «kill and humility, ſaith Fx 
weca; ſo a believer hath his greatneſs and 
honour, hot according to his nature and 
birth from Men, but according to ſuch a 
$kill which God hath given to him, to make 
uſe of Chriſt. and to renounce till all in 
himſelf, and by vertue of this he is very 
great and mighty, and able to do all things. 

Iran do all things through Chriſt ſaith Paul, 
and ſo can ſee through all things by him. 
Twas through Chriſt that the Church ſaw 
through that dark ſtate before mentioned, 

Pſal. 87. When all that paſſed by ſpoiled, 

and all hedges down, Then thou ſpakeſt in a 
Vifron, to thine holy one, and ſaidſt I have laid 

help wpon one that is mighty, I bave exalted 

one choſen out of the People, with whom wine 

Hand ſhall be eſtabliſbed, mine Arme ſoall 

ſtrengthen bim, the enemy ſhall not exact upon 

bim, nor the Sons of wickedneſs affiitt him, 
and I will beat dawn his foes before his face, 
aud plague them that hate him: which. though 
true of David, yet ſpecially and principally 
of Chriſt, and him did the Church then ſci 
in David, as he by whom all their enemics 
inward and outward ſhould be deſtroyed. 
Thirdly, By experiences doth a believet 
look through all difficulties and miſeries, 

Faith can help it ſelf by reaſon. what Far 

ther, if his Child want bread, will give — 

one? 
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fone ? This is reaſon, But much more 
faich help it ſelf by experience. I aw « mai 
in authority, and I ſay to one man ge and be 
goeth, and I ſay to another come and he com- 
eth, ec. This is experience, and faith is 
wonderful weak indeed, when it cannot thus 
help up it ſelf, experiences are ſuch ſenſible 
and ſuch impreiſive things upon all powers 
within and without. © ye of litile faith, do 
Je not remember the five liaves, and how many 
Backets ye took up, Mat. 16. Chriſt takes ic 
for granted that faith is very little and very 
weak indeed, when it cannot help it ſelf by 
experiences, things which the Man hath had 
done for him in his wants. .He delivered 
me from the Lyon and the Bear,and he will 
deliver me from this uncircumciſed Phili- 
ſtim. The Lord, eren Feſus who appeared to 
thee in the way, he hath ſent that thou mig hteſt 
receive thy fight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghbeft, Act. 9. 17. Doubtleſs that experience 
which he bad of ſuch an eſcape going to 
Damaſcus, advantaged his faith all his days, 
to look thorow, and to run thorow all che 
Korms and perils which afterward he met 
withall. Some great f{ickneſs the Apaſtle 
Paul had, by the ill uſage of Men who op- 
preſſed him, and yet God preſerved, and 
how he raiſed ftaich by experience to look 
thorow all evils preſent, and to come, ſee 


2 Cor. 1. 9, 10. We would nit have you ig- 


nor ant of the troubles which bapptn'd unte u 
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rd ever of life bux we had the ſentence of death 
Th our ſelves, that we ſhowld not truſt in our 
Yelver, but in God that raiſeth the drad, whi 
Ae der tu from fe great a death, and doth 
Heliver, in whom we truft that he will yet deli. 
wer ws. Mordecai is called Pethakia, becauſe 
Yaich the Fews,be opened and expounded all 
Watters, and underſtood 70 Languages, 
Experienee maybe called Pethatiab, it doth 
ſo interpret all Ridles, and dark matters 
both of the word and works of God, it ex- 
pfaifis and interprets 70 and 70 Languages, 
if there be ſo many worth the interpreting; 
fe makes a Man with caſe and triumph to 
Took thorow and over all before it, though 
never ſo dark and difficult, as David over 
Goliah,and Zerubabel over that great Moun- 
tain which was before him, and Jeſbuab t ie 
High Prielt over ſin und Satans occaſions, 
1s not this a brand plucks ont of the Fire. 

- Fourthly,By Prayer doth a believer come 
to this good eye · ſight, to look thorow all 
dack ad difficult matters. When I cry to thee 
then ſhall mine enemies turn bach, this I know, 
for Cod is for me, Pſal. 56. 9. David had cry» 
ed to God, as one once did a little before 
an engagement, and he knew he ſhould have 
the day, and that his enemies would turn 
theit᷑ backs; great clearing of fight is made 
by prayer and tears in dark days, to ſeg tho» 

row 


e Ae, lem that we were prefſed our of mea: 
xe, above ftrength, inſomuch chat we deſbai 
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tow matters, A little wind overthrows not 
only Houſes, but States and Kingdoms, ſaith 
Seneca, A little of this wind, I mean the 
pantings and prayings of God's People to 
Heaven, overthrows Perſons and Nations 
indeed, and is a ſure prognoſtick of good, 
to whom a praying ſpirit is given, and makes 
in the heart an aſſurance of good coming. 
My ſoul followeth' hard after thee, thy Tight 
hand upholdeth me, (then obſerve what he 
faw') Thoſe that ſeek my ſeal to deſtroy it, 
Pall go into the lower parts of the Earth, 


Pal. 63.8, 9. Whether that were Hell, or 


the Grave, or both, twas well the Church 
and David were rid of chem. Prayer is an 
Ordinance, by which the Soul goeth to Hea- 
yen, and then gets a new life and firength 
before it comes down again. Chriſt found 
the bleſſing of this Ordinance oft, and hath 
ſurely ſanctified it co all his for the ſame 
end, to life up their heads and hearts above 
all croubles, He ſhall cry unto me thou art my 
Father, my Ged, abe Rock, of my Salvation, 
and I will make him my firſt born, ligber than 
the Kings of the. Earth, Pſal. 89. 26. The 
whole courſe, of Nature began with the 
motion of the Heavens, and continues (till 
vigorous, arcarding to the continued moti- 
on of them. Now as the motion of the 
Heavens is. to the whole courſe of Nature, 
ſo is Prayer wp all the graces of the Soul, 
and to che 'whote courſe and ſtate of the 
new 
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ne World, it is this chat ſets all graces # 


going, and going true and ſtrong, let weł. 
ther be what it will. Hence are thoſe perti- 
nent words of David. Truſt in the Lord it 
all times; ye People pour ont your hearts be- 
fore him, God i 4 refuge for us, Selah, Pſal, 
62. 8. He maketh theſe ſublervient one to 
another, faith to prayer, and prayer to faith, 
as indeed they are. Would you truſt in the 


Lord at all times, then pour out your ſonls 


to God: Would yon pour out your ſouls 
to God, and pray alway, then truſt in the 
Lord at all times. Hence it is that the A+ 
poſtle Paul, when he had ſpoken at a great 
height of faith · Mo hath delivered and doth 
deliver, in whom we truft that he will yet de- 
liver, Oc. Yon alſo belping together for us 
Prayer, 2 Cer. 1. 11. Prayer mounts fai 
upon its high places,and faith mounts pray- 
er, and makes one pray in bis praying. Un- 
belief is ſoul-fainting,and prayer is a fetch- 
ing freſh life from the Fountain of Life. 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord con ſider my 
troubles, which I ſuffer of them that hate me, 
thow that Tifteſt me np from the gates of death. 
Pſal. 13. that is, Soul and 5 

Learn from hence, that if faith looketh 
through the moſt dark and difficult things, 
then where faith is not, troubled People 
and diſtreſſed People, muſt needs be at a 
great loſs, eſpecially in great diſtreſſes, yes 
the truth is in every little diſtreſs, 2 
little 


PBS . - þ 
A 
ttle tryal will ſinck chem, in whom is n 
faith, I cannot well give the reaſon of it, 
ſome things concemptible are very vertual 
to cure great diſeaſes, of which none are 
able to give a reaſon. Unleſs this, that faith 
twines it ſelf with God to do for Man, and 
all other natural abilities bear up little, be- 
cauſe they lead not the ſinner out of him- 
ſelf, but to cruſt in ſome thing of the Crea - 
ture, and very little burdens will break the 
back of a meer Man, though his reaſon and 
parts, and outward helps may be many. Sau 
was bid to ſtay till Samuel came to him, and 
Samuel ſtayed but a little beyond his time, 
71 his tryal was but little) and 
e falls upon things and ways unlawful to 
his ruine. He that believes not will ma ke 
haſt, becauſe he cannot ſee through any 
ſtrait, The Philifines were neer, and thou 
didſt not come, and therefore cu as in vain 
for me to wait, ſo Saul reaſoned within 
himſelf, and ſo will every Man that is deſti- 
tute of faith. Acban having no faith could 
not forbear, but would be providing for 
himſelf, when as God was before them, and 
providing for them and protecting of them, 
and therefore bis tryal was nothing, only 
his luſt; Tis true, the iſſues of War are 
doubt ful, and Caſius fortuitus won oft ſprran> 
dxs, a doubtful caſe is not to be boped; 
this may be good talk in humane matters, as 
we have to do in common bargening, but 
10 
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in divine matters as are to be confidered in 
order to God, it is not good ſo to reaſon , 
yet thus and no otherwiſe in all fortuitous 
and hazardous matters, will Men which have 
but meer reaſon ; they will ſay there is no 
hope, and ſo fall to the uſe of their wits, 
and make haſt co ſome evil ot other, if God | © 
do not mightily prevent, Though che pro- 
miſe be exceeding great and precious, and f 
though there be many of chem, as the A+ 
poſtle Peter faith, yer a Man in whom is no 
faith, can ſee by theſe no relief at hand, but 
ſtill a dreadful ſound is in hes ear, he believeth 
not that be ſhall return out of darkneſt, feb 
15. 21,22. This ſtop of trade will beggar 
me; theſe croſſes and loſſes will certainly 
undo me; theſe and theſe Bags will be quite 
emptied by and by, and then what ſhall I 
do for more? And ſo inſtead of hoping to 
the end, the diſtreſſed Man never hopes at 
all, but univerſally down, and thus at every 
ſtraw and ſtrait. There was a univerſal 
darkneſs over the World for twelve ho:rs, 
then was light created in this upper hori. 
zon, ſaith a great Scholar: but where faith 
is not, there is a univerſal darkneſs for more 
than twelve hours, even all the days of rhe 
Man's life, and nothing can ereate light, 
neither the word nor works of God, but al- 
ways and in all caſes the Man cries out, like 
that Rockwood (which was a great ſtirrer up 
of Perſecution againſt the Martyrs, and be 
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ing ſmitten in conſcience, was exhorted to 


ſeek mercy from God, and to hope therein, 
and all that it could do was)— Al! is tov late, 
«ll is tos late; meaning that all their good 
Exhortations were too late as to bis caſe. 
So when faith is not, talk of what one will 
to ſupport and bear up, the diftrefſed will 
cry out ſtill, all is coo late, and to no pur · 
poſe as to him. i 

Learn from hence how excellent a grace 
faith is, ic over · ruleth all things: Invincible 
we may be, but un · aſſaulted we cannot be, 
faith Seneca. Aſſaults, how many do we 
meet withall in ſuch days as theſe are, and 
what a ſhield is that above all ſhields which 
maketh us invincible, not to be hurt by any 
iſſault from Man, or Devil; and ſuch 2 
ſhield is faith. A Nations compaſs me 4. 
laut, but in the Name of the Lord wil 1 de- 
ſroy them , they compaſs me aboxut , yea they 
compaſs me about, but in the Name of the 
Lord will I deſtrey them, Pſal. 18. 10,11. 
And the Devil ſtruck in with all theſe, ſo he 
faith, v. 13.— Thog haſt thruft ſore at me 
that I might fall, but the Lord heiped me. 
Surely it is the Devil which thruſteth us, to 
make us fall. And yet againſt all Nations 
of Men, and againſt all Nations of Devils, 
Did David by faith ſtand > How exceſlent 
an Engin then is faith, and how invincible ! 
when ab fought with Edom in the Vally 
of Salt, be had a hard bout, as appears by 
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the Pſalm which David made upon that oc · 
cafion.——T bos haft made the Earth to trem. 
ble, thou haſt broken it, heal the breaches of it; 
them haſt ſhewed thy People hard things, thog 
haſt made us drink the Wine of aftoniſhmen , 
jet obſerve what faith ſaith, in the very next 
words, Thou haſt given 4 Banner to them that 
fear thee, that it may be diſplayed becauſe of 
the truth, Selah; that thy beloved may be di- 
livered, (ave with thy right hand. Thon haſt 
given a Banner, (1.) Thou certainly wilt 
give 2 Banner, becauſe of the truth, the 
certain truth; ſo ſaith the Original, and 
means the Promiſes, ſaich Aisſwerth upon 
this plac:. And theſe being certain, faith i 
ſtill at a certainty, and ſeech beyond all evil. 
Tis thought that our Parents in Paradiſe 
knew of the good Angel, but knew not of 
the fall of the bad, and ſo took that voice 
in the Serpent, to be the voice of a good 
Angel, and ſo were led by him, and fell a- 
bout Noon, that being the eating time, and 
lay comfortlels till Three of the Clock in 
2 the After-noon, which is called the cool 
of the day, and then were viſited by God, 
and Chriſt revealed to them. We may have 
cheats put upon us in theſe days by 
inſtead of Angels, and I fear we have too 
many of us; but faith heeds nothing but 
the certain truth, namely, the promiſes oi 
God which are infallible, and fo putteth no] 
cheat upon apy, nor makerh 9 , 


(197) W e 
le may be diſtreſſed Perſons may lie longer | 
s diſconſolate than three Hours, and yet it 
may be no longer, ſor aſſoon as they believe 
they enter into reſt: this gives a viſion of 

1 Chriſt, and ſo of pardon, and of releaſe 

u | from diſtreſs certainly to follow, which is 

at reſt, and ſo is indeed, an excellent Balſom 

of | for ſuch an unwholſome Climate as we here 

. live in, 

alt Learn likewiſe from hence the neceilty 3. 
in of faith, without this we cannot pleaſe God, 

he nor can we be pleaſed with God nor in 

0d Gol, but he will loath us, and we ſhall Ioach 

on 3 him and all his ways. He chat cometh to 

14] God muſt believe that he is, and that he 

vil. is a rewarder of all thoſe that diligently 

vile 8 ſeek him. And he that muſt believe this, 

of muſt have faith. Suppoſe that the Lord call 

ces tocontend by Fire, burning and deſtroying, 

ood | or by famine and drought, ſo great that it 
ſhould even ſeem to dry up the great deep, 

and 8 as the Prophet uſeth the ſpeech, Ames 7.4. 

kin] Meaning, exceedingly ſcorch and wither, 

:ool and kill all. Or ſuppoſe that not only Fa- 

0d, | mine ſhould be, but the Sword alſo, yea as 

ue & prevailing and as deyouring a Sword as the 

vis Famin, and that God ſhould make that good 4 
too againſt us, which Job ſaith of his condition, 9 
but 7ob 16. 11. God bath delivered me to the an · | 
$ godly, and turned me over into the hand of the 
wicked z T was at eaſe, but be bath broken me ' 
under, be hath alſo taken me by the men, | 


© 
and fhaken mi to pieces, and ſet me up for 
his mark. Verſ. 12. How neer ſuch things 
may be, God knoweth ; and- what then, 
; when all is gone? What ſhall we, or what 
z can we live by, but by faith? Then faith is 
| as neceſſary to our Souls, as life to our Bo- 
dies, or as our Souls to our Bodids, E libs 
was ſenſible — was full of complaints 
of his hard condition , but alas, faith he, 
Brutes and Beaſts when hard uſed, will cry 
and roar, but what is chis of a godly Man ? 
or what will the great God regard ſuch car- 
riages? By reaſon of tbe multitude of oppreſ* 
fions, they make the oppreſſed to cry, they ery 
ent by reaſon of the Arm of the Mighty, but 
none ſaith where i God my Maker, which gi- 
veth Songs in the Night who teacheth us more 
than the Beaſts, that is, only to roar and cry 
out, when we are beaten and.oyer-burden'd; 
he teacheth us to believe, and to expect 
Songs to be given in the darkeft Night, 
Fob 35. 9. The true ſtate and life of man, 
is not to be ſhaken with tumults and diſtrel- 
ſes, nor be lifted up with proſperity and 
eaſe, ſaid che Heathen, and what can poiſe; 
and eyen the Soul thus in all conditions but 
faith? by which we know how to abound, 
and how to want, how to be high when low, 
and how to be low when high; if faith have 
its perfeR work, ſo will pat. ence, and then 
che Soul is entire, and wanteth nothing, no 
though all the things of this World he 
wenting, Like- 
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we are neyer gone and quite undone, tiff 
faith be gone: For lis they lie in wait for my 
Soul, the mighty are gathered againſt me; 
they return at Evening, they mate a noſe 
lte a Dog, and go round about the City, be- 
bold they belch out with their month, Swords 
ave in their Lips, for who ſaith he doth hear i 
But tb O Lord ſhalt laugh at them, thou 
Halt have all the Heathen in deri ſſon, becauſe 
of bis firength will I wait pen thee, for God 
@ my defence, Plal. 39. 9. The Gad of my 
mercy ſhall prevent me. he ball let me (eg my 
de ſire upon mine enemies, Things were very 
bad indeed, when the wicked were at this 
height, that they could belch out any thing. 
and run every where as Dogs, and tear God 
and Man, and yet Devid was not quite ru- 
ined. — Becauſe of thy trength I will wait 
.thee. A believer is ſtrong enough, ag 
long as God is ſtrong, and wiſe enough, as 
long as God is wile, and rich enough as long 
as God is rich, and lively enough as lon 
as God lives. Hanibal offered himſelf, gg 
make War with the Rowans without an Ars 
my, ſaich Seneca, And truly à beljeyer will 
himſelf make War with all enemies in the 
World, and without ny Army, only by the 
ſtrength of God, and is never at « loſs for 
an Army, nor Counſel, nor Proviſions, but 
ſaith as that Father of believers, God wilt 


| lg fight f nd je foal 
provide» God wil fight / %. 70 
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hold ate, (aid Meſes in a great ſtrait. 
Ea dro utrerly loſt, when he had com- 
mitted murder, for fo had David done. But 
when he rcjeed the offer of grace, and de- 
fired death 8s a deſpairing Creature. He 
had # moſt glorious offer ot grace, Gen. 4. 
7+ And if then d.ft well, ſhalt then not be ac- 
cepted? or certainly accepted, aud though then 
deft not well, yet a fin-offering lieth at the dior, 
ſo it ſhould be read faith a great Scholar, in 
the Languages of the Seripture. And this 
reat offer of grace he deſpiſed, and ſo for- 
ook his own Mercy, and defired Death 
through a proud dogged ſpirit, having loſt 
the honour, which was gi ven to Abel. Now 
therefore let it be, that any one that findet me 
may kill me. So ſhould theſe words be read, 
faith the fame Author. And now and "not 

till now, was ¶ ain quite undone, 

This Doctrine in the next place mey be 
for reproof; and it may be for reprœbf of 
unbelief upon any account whatſoever, ſee- 
ing faith looks through all matters what- 
ever. As for the pebuſite the Inhabitants of 
Fernſalem, the Children of Iſrael conld nut 
drive them ont, but they dwell there to this 
Aay, Judg. 15. 63. David along while after 
drove them out. And why could not theſe 
lame and blind be driven out ? It was their 
unbelief. The enemy had gotten a ſtrong 
Fort, and the advantage of that City ers- 
ſalem, and yet had they had faith they ar 

Ve 


SSS rer 


8 * 333 vv 
(293) ET... 
have lool thorow theſe Forts and Rocks A 
of 7eruſalem, and have conquer'd it, as they 
did Ferico, and other places as ſtrong, by 
faith. Their fin was the ſame with Reuben: 

Dos and After, Siſgy's Hoſt was great,and 

therefore they could not ſee through them, 

and over them, For the diviſigus Vf Rabe 

there were great tlong bes of beart. Gilead 4- 

bode —— and why did Dan abide in 

| Ships, Aſbar continued on the Sea: ſhore, and 

Lale is bus breaches, Judg, 5. 16, 17. Dis 

" Þ ſtreſſes are of ſeveral magnitudes but yet 

1 | how great ſoever they be, faith ſhould be 

t | ſacb as to maſter them and look thorow 

cem, but when it is not ſo, then men berake 

tem to their ſelfiſh ſhifts, and every one is 

bar for one. Why did Aſbar abide in [by 24 

* breacher?} Tis a grand evil of this time, i 
every Man ſeeks his O, and ſtands with all * 

he hath to make up his own breaches, bug *© 

is to the publick and the common calamity 

ot others, Who hath a Heart. or a Purſg, 

© fora Hand ? which ſpeaks plainly our un- | 

of | belief, and that we do not fee through tha $4 

„ark Clouds which are come upon us. bug 9 

" | ay in our hearts, as David, 1 ſhalt one timt 

r or other ſurely periſh by this and that great 

tryal. and theſe Sons of Azack are walled 

pp to Heaven, and no dealing wick them, b 

Neceſſity ſaith one of the Hearben) mae * 

js wore violent thaw palorom. bs ars 4” | 

Booglt through [ many nNecenucigh, Many 

| ba bones 72 rig; 
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2 violencies both inward and outward, ſpiri- 
tual and corporal, unto great hurt every 
way, but little true valour, that which flows 
from faith, which is that that doth buſineſs, 
as we have ſeen. 

2: Secondly, This Scripture reproveth giving 
way to nbelief. We flatter our ſelves in 
our unbelief, as 2 in his pathon, and in 
many caſes very deſperately, we think we 
do well to be unbelievers z whereas che 
grenter the difficulties be, the more our 
duty is to believe, Curſe ye Meros, curſe ye 
bitterly, that they came not out in 4 plunge 1 
help the Lord againſt the mighty Judg. 5. 23. 

. If chou think ſome great tcyal ſhall encoun. 

BS: ter chee, (aich Seneca) do not flinch, but 

| comfort thy ſelf with this, that ſurely thy 
death and ſuffering is of ſome great impor» 
cance, Great diſtreſs is no warrant for us 
to make great conſult with fleſh and blood, 
but great conſults with the promiſes, and 
wich our own experiences, and to call much 
upon 2 cowardly and deceitful heart. Why 

art thos caft down O my Soul ? hope in C. 

I for, I ſhall yet ice better things chan theſe, 

8: If unbeſief were as prolitable, as it is ſelf- 

5 pleafing, and that ic would further eſcapes 

3 out of diſtreſſes, one might through ſelf 

love give way to it, as Men do to many 

geinful (ins; but it doth not this, but ra- 
ther obſtru& e u s as our Fathers unbe- 
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it cauſed God to ſwear againſt them, that 
$ they ſhoald dye in the Wilderneſs, It is not 
+ the giving way to unbelief, but the exciting 
, faith, what ever the difficulty be, that is the 
likely way to make eſcape. As Caleb and 
g Foſhua ſaid, We be well able to deal with them, 
" | for God id departed from them, and they are 
n bread for u, and this is called following of 
'E Cod fully, which God took well, and — ad 
as red Sa with eſcapes from all dangers, and 
rf they enjoyed the good Land. To: this agrees 
that, P/al. 37. 49: And the Lord ſba, help 
ny them and deliver them, he ſball deliver them 
fre the wicked, and ſave them, becauſe they 
Ne eraft in him. If giving way co unbelief in 8 
uy che leaſt, had been pleaſing roGod, he would * 

by not have made the promiſe firſt to our Pa- Lp 
rents, before he came to pronounce: che curſe 1 
u upon them. ax 
d, Now giving way to unbelief, confi &s i in 
nd} two things conſtruing all things in the 
ch worſt and hardeſt ſenſe; our own matters 
by towards God, and God's matters towards hy 
us. I have been a ſtubborn rebellious V retch, 424 
ſe. and ſurely God will never have mercy upon „ 
l. me; Obſerve Moſes: upon this theme. De- 
es ftroy not this People remember Abrabam, Iſaac "* 
* and Jarob. lock not on the tubbornneſ's of thus ET. 
oy Pople; nor to their wickedzeſs, nor to their ? 
ns fis, Drat 9. 27. Ne reſpicias ad dutitiem, 
e. the bardne(s, that is, the im eaitency of 
Yis People, but thy Covenant with Abra- 
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-bats, And this is the great thing only to be 


eyed by poor guilty wretches. O firs; ſuch 
and ſuch fins were nothing, if 1 could be 
humbied for them, but I am of a very hard 
heart Be it fo, yet ſhould you be jeve in 
the word of promiſe, that is in that God 
which hath ſaid be will give a heart of fieſs, 
This People hach find, and they cannot 
repent, ſ ſaith Moſes) do not therefore look 
upon them,for there is no lovelineſs in them 
but look upon thy promiſe to Abraham to be 
a God to bim and to his See d. and what can- 
not a God do to mend the heatc of man! 
Lamech having made him elf guilty of Po- 
lygamie, reflected upon the fin of ¶ ain 28 is 
thought, of which Loin he was, and con- 
ſters himſelf a far more guilty wretch than 
Cain, for that Cain had only ſhin one, and 
that only bis body. but Lamech had deftroy- 
ed many, ſoul and body, boch by bis evil ex- 
amp'e which now ſo generally was follow- 
ed in che World, and a haſtner of the worlds 
deſtruction, fo that if Caiz was to be aver- 
ged teven-fold for his fin, Lamech ſurely 
for his fin was to be avenged ſeventy times 
ſeven fold; chis is the ſenſe of this Scri- 
peure, as an able Expoſitor udgeth. Sure I 
am, that chus do poor guilty wretches pleaſe 
themielves, to look upon all their fins, 1n 8 
very multiplying glaſs, and to ſee them 
greater than any others, and ſo conclude; © 
that it ſuch and ſuch deſpaired, I have muſÞ 
more 
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WOE — other hit giving 
more and this is no other hut giv, 
way to unbelief. Ihe 7ews oblerye 4-4 
how the providence of God, complyed with 
the ſite upon tbe Altar, that it never went 
out, they lay that the Rain of Heaven, 
though never ſo great, neyer did put it 
out; fo we ſhould much obſerve how the 
Lord by his Providence in his Word and 
Works, complies wich che weakneſs of. our 
faith, ro ſtrengthen and to preſerye it, that 
it go not out, quite out; and not be ſeyere- 
ly catching at every thing, to weaken and 
to deſtroy our faich, as it God's thoughts 
were as narrow as ours. N 
Secondly, Wey is given to unbe lief, when 
all wit and parts are uſed, to argue down 
faith And the Angel f the. Lord did won- 
deroafly, and Manoah and his Wife lyoked en. 
But the Angel of the Lord did no mare appear 
to Mandab, nor to by Wife, then be knew it Was 
an Angel of the Lord And Mdnoeh ſaid to hu 
Wife we (hall ſurely die, becauſe. we have 
ſeen Gea, ſudg. 13. 19, 20. Gad ſometimes 
doth wonderoulſly own us in. all our ways, 
and holderh up our hearts ev n by ſenſe, he 
is ſo for us in every thing. Another while 
he ſeems to be as much againſt us, and Ma- 
naab that did look on and ſee God do won · 
deroully, ſeeth him no more; and now the 
improſperous Man concludes chat he ſhall 
die. And;juſt thus do many, when God up- 
holds them not by ſenſe, but with-draws, 
P 4 and 
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Jud ſeems to be as much againſt them as for 
therm, then conclude ſurely, God is our Ene- 
my and will deſtroy ns, and all is naughe, 
Seneca faith that there is no univerſal thun- 
der: I may ſay ſo in morals. When God 
doth moſt againſt wicked Men, yet ſome 
things of kindneſs he doth, as we ſee in the 
example of Pharaoh; And ſo on the other 
hand, there is no univerſal Sun. ſhine: when 
Gott doth moſt for any Child of his, yet he 
ſhall have exerciſe and tryal enough one 
way or othet ; and therefore to argue when 
things do not run ſo ſtilly and calmly as 
they did, that therefore God doth not re- 
Ipet us, is to give way to unbelief. The peo- 
ple of J/rael as they were eſpying out their 
way, met with many difficulties, And they 
turn d. and went up the way of Baſhan,and Og 
the King of Baſhan went out againſt them, 
42 «ll bis People. And the Lord ſaid to Moſes 
Year not, for I will deliver him into thine band, 
ard all his Prople, and thox ſhalt do to him ar 
they dat to Sibon King of the Amorites, 
Nam. 21. 33+ *Tis juſt thus ſpiritually , as 
a cempted Chriſtian is ſpying out his way to 
Heaven our ftarts ſome Oy, ſome ſtrong 
juſt or Devil, and then is he ready to feat 
and deſpair, and miſtruſt all, and conclude 
all is naught, and will be worſe and worſe; 
which is arguing down faith from ſenſe,and 
giving way to unbelief. The High Prieſt 
yas train d up againſt the day of expiation 
; 4 
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to leatn how to take up his handful of Tr 2 
cenſe, and lay it on the Altar, and fo how 

to order himſelt in every thing, and was 

kept in a Room of purpoſe ſeparated with 

abſtinence ; ſo ſhould you rather conſter, of 

that you are training up to your Prieſtly 

work by your tryals, how to rake up your 
| handful of Incenſe, I mean the Promiſes, 
| || and lay them on the Altar, Chriſt, and fo 
| make a ſweet Saviour of reſt to God, and 
x to your Sonls, 
| That you may not upon any account give 
way to unbelief, know that you cannot do 
ſo and be innocent, that is, free from ſin in 
ſo doing. There ate two things that are in · 
diſpenſable duties as long as we live, and 
that is to wait on the Lord, and to keep his | 
way, to which the bleſſing is certainly fixed, * 
and no difficulty ſhall make it void. The 0 
wicked watcheth the righecous, and ſeeketh ta 95 
| | ſay him, the Lord will mt leave him in bu 
; | hand, nor condemn him when he © judged. 
What is the uſe to be made of this? read 
; | the next words. Wait en the Lord, and keep 
| 
, 


his way, and he ſpall exalt thee to inherit the 
Land, when the wicked are cut off thou ſhalt 
ſee it, Pſal. 37. 32,33, 34. There are tuo 
parts in Religion, faith and obedience ; that 
we walk in all Gods ways, and yet not reſt 
in this, but in Chriſt by faith; and this we 
ought in all weathers to do, and the good 
even: of theſe, is certain, —— God will ex+ 

1 | alt 
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alt to inherit the Land flowing with Milk 
and Hong. (ie.) All good, God will give us a 
life to the poſſeſſion of all that he bath 
promiſed. And therefore it is to deſtroy all 
Religion, and the re of reward 
too, to give way to unbelief. They that do 
not wait on the Lord, will ſurely not keep 
his way, and they that do not keep his way 
will not be exalted to inherit the good Land. 
Heatheni ſme began at Babel; when the 
Hebrew Tongue was loſt, at the confuſion 
of Tongues only to one Family was God 
and Salvacion preached. And when this was 
folt, Religion was loft with it, and all the 
Earth became ſtrangers to God, and io lay 
2203 Years, till the gift of Tongues at Zi- 
on began to be given, to preach che Goſpe 
in every Language we may in this Glaſs ſee 
our black face at this day.) So I may ſay, 


that all tranſgreſſion even unto Heathen- 
iſme, begins at unbelief; What will not an 


unbeliever be drawn unto ? and confequent- 
ly all miſery begins here tao; and neither 
the one nor che ocher begin te be removed, 
till God begin to work faich in the Soul. 
And therefore I ſay again, and ſay ſome 
thing more than I did; yon cannot give 
way to unbelief, and be innocent, you 
cannot give way to unbelief, but you give 
way to all fan, and unto a'l miſery, See Row. 
11. 33. And they h be graffed in again, if 
they abide mot ftill in unbelicf, 
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Try yoar ſeſycs therefore by this -Pointi 
Do you bel eve? De y-u lock thore the 
dark matters © your condir o ? «And be- 
bold a N omas which was diſcaſed w an iſſue 
of ld T welve Trart.came brewing Chrift, and 
tonc hed the Hem of big Gao ment, for ſhe ſaid 
within her ſell, if I may but tonch bis Gar- 
went I ſhall be while. Mat.7.21. What talk 
within your le ves have you, touching your 
d.ſtr ſſes inwar and out werd where'n you 
are? It I could lean in the 1-aft on this 
wo dof prom ſe, ſurely j ſhould enter into 
reſt, ſurely I ſh'd be ma e whole of th. 
wickednels, a: d that Running iſſue wh ch 
hath run in my nature above T weve Y cars 
without Cure. 1 will name ooly one Pro- 
mile for inftence. Nom. 11. 20 Ard ſe al 
Iſrael ſball be ſaved, as it i writt-n, | beye 
Pall come out of Zim the Deliverer ad ſpall 
turn away ung dlineſs from fac b of thu u 
my Covenant with them when i ſpall take 4- 
way their fins. What a deal of Harlet guilc 
is upon the Jew 1 And a+ tor natural cor- 
rupt on. how wiltn'ly blind, low Rtubborn 
in all their fins ! and yet the Apoſtle Paul 
by vertue of he Promi e, looks cgorow all, 
and ſeeth th: condition of theie ſorlorne 
ſinners a condition remed able that tis not 
Immeadicabile Vale u. Do you in your read- 
ing the Scriprurcs,nake a ſtand at any pro- 
miſe, of able word to your condition, 
and ſay within your ſelves, O that I could 
| but 
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but touch this Hem of Chriſt's Garmene. 
It I could but believe in this word I ſhould 
be whole, I ſhould overcome ſuch a fin 
which hath ſo oft overcome me, all my un. 
godlineſs both of guilt and filch would be 
turned away, Whi'ſt Simeon he Juſt lived, 
the Fire on the Altar ever burnt pleaſantly, 
but when he dyed its torce abared, ſaith the 
Jewiſh Hiſtory, Simon the juſt was a great 
believer, and did Miracles, ſaith Exſebing, 
and very Holy and Heavenly Where faith 
indeed is, tha: Heavenly Fire of love and 
zeal to God, will burn in the heart very 
bright and clear,according to tliat excellent 
ſpeech of David, I have hoped for thy Sal- 
vation, and do thy Commandement, Plal. 1 19. 
166. And as faith fails, ſo this Heavenly 
Fire on the Altar goes our, ſo a Mans skill 
and his-conſcience to pleaſe God dye both 


Secondly, Are you able to look thorow 
outward troubles and difficulties. and dark 
matters, as they lye now in theſe and other 
Nations ? Can you ſtand on your high pla- 
ces, and ſee now beyond this thick Cloud of 
the Peſtilence and other evils that are upon 
us ? Can you ſay, O then Enemy, deftrattion 
are come to a pe petval end, or tairh the mar- 
gent, The deſtruſtiont of the Enemy are come 


terte 4 perpetual end, Plal.g 6. The wicked ſbal 
hies hat he turned inte Hell, and all that forget Gig, 
(chere they will be quite out ot the way 


For 


„ <4, 
>. 5 4 
Lo, * 7 a : 5. * 8 
Py. * 


(any ne 
For the needy ſhall net alway be forgotten, th 
expeftation of the poor ſhall not periſh for ever, 
v.17,:8. The Title of this Pſalm, is Math 
Zabben, the Death of ſome great Fnemy, 
* wich Ainſworth ſaith to be Anti Chriſt. 
4 Anci-Chri(t is now more alive chan ever 

. in all the parts of Chriſtendom, he is a man 
de of good eyes that now can ſee his death 
and downfa'l.. and all his Cities, even Rowe 


ie ſelf, that great City which Ruleth the 
th Nations, The firſt thing that dyed in the 


nd World was Chriſt in the offering of our 
firft Parents, whoſe skins cloathed them. 
Ty And the laſt cl at dyeth in the World will 


de Anti-Chriſt, abo cloarberh him(elf in 
9 ſcarlet with the skins of che Saints. Hence 


1 was Chriſt called a Lamb, ſlain from the 
ye beginning; and therefore may Anti-Chyiſt 
h be calle a Bear or Beaſt ſlain in the end 
of the World: But who ſeeth now in this 
dark and diſmal Hour , the death of this 


ar Monſter ? I remember not long ſince, in the 
1 days of the great Armies, then we all talk 
* of the downfall of Anti- Chriſt; Bue, who 
of ſeeth his downfall now ? There is ro Rain 


ſo great that watereth the Earth above ſo + 


— far, Ten Foot deep, ſaich the Naturaliſt- 
I think the ſtorms which have fallen of late 1 
ra in theſe parts, have ſoakt our Souls, and Bo- 


W dies, and Eſtates, and all that js dear clear 
thorow, yea. our faith, and all our praces,far 
we can ſcarce Jopk thrqugb any ching y 
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Bur when exhorted 10 traſt is the Tod at aff 
rte 2s D:+4d laith we arc ready to lay as 
tue Princes of Swccoth to Gideon, are Zeba 
and Zune now in our hands, that we 
hom a do fo and fo, Fady. 8. 6. Who faith 
Althougs the Fig Free ſpall not bl:(ſom, nes- 
ther f nit be in the Vines th ug b the labour of 
the Olive ſpall fail, and the Fields ſball yield 
no meat, the Flo. k. b he cut off from the 
Folds, and no Herd in the Stalls, yet will I 
regoyce in the God of my Salvation H. 3, 
17, 8 Yet this is no more bur the proper 
acts 0: faith. 


If you ſay you do not thus believe, fo as 
to lo thoro dark cond t ons and things, 
neither ſpiritual nor temporal. Let me ask 
you do you not chus ſometimes? No not 
at any time can I thus believe. Elias con- 
pares Tyrant ro Swine, which if a Man 
but touch, they cry. think ng chey-ſhall be 
ki led. Is u thus with you, when God doch 
but touch yoa in this and that? Do ye cry 
as it he m ant to kill you in al: What do 
you do then in your trials? throw off al? 
David was not wont to do ſo, bit when all 
things failed, to call upon his Soul to cruſt 
only in God I will g in the ftrength of thy 
Lord God I will make mention of thy yigh- 
teonſneſs, even of thine only and will he pe cow 
finnally and will y8t praiſe thee mpre and 
Pore, Fal. 71» 14, 15, 16 w— 
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Gods be pleaſed or diſpleaſed, We maſk 
dye, ſaid one of the Heathen: ſo ſay 1. 
whether God be pleaſed or diſpleaſed wich 
us, (to ſpeak wich reyerence) we muſt be- 
Heye, as the Cauanitiſo Woman did, when 
Chriſt called her Dog, or elſe we ſinck 
and periſh. 


Wherefore my laſt Uſe is to exhort you 
to ſeek this grace of faith, that you may 
be able to believe God, becauſe of bus own 
Word. Job. 4. 41. And fo to ſet your Seal 
ro his Word and Works, ard by this be 
able ro eſpy light in darkneſs, which God 
is moſt ready to give. Righteouſneſs ſhall 
$0 before him, and he ſpall ſet tu in the 
way of bus Hebt, Pſal. 85. alt. Truth fbi 
ſpring ont of the Earth, and Righteonſneſs 
ſoall look down from Heaven: which words 
(furely) point at Chriſt and the Goſpel, by 
which God trains up ſinners to believe in 
him, to their Salyation in this World and 
in the World to come. God preached 
Chriſt to Adam, and taught him to take 
hold of him, to his temporal and eternal 
Salvation, Adam named his Wife Eva, or 
Life. And the promiſe is that we ſhall all 
(ie.) Jem and Gentile, de taught of God to 
this thing, to gloriſie the word of the Lord, 
that is, the eſſential word Chriſt, and che 
written word the Scriptures. God taught 
Neab to build the Ark, concerning which, 
one 
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Flood; which ſurely was done on purpoſe, 
to make and exerciſe faith purely in him 
which ſhut him in, 


Seek faith in this height, which my Text 

and Doctrin ſpake of, (1) That you may 
a be able in the greateſt darkneſs, to make 
light and ſight. The per, in their daunces 
would ſay, Bleſſed be thou O my Youth; 
which haſt not ſhamed my old Age; and 
theſe were called Men of Performances, 
Others would ſay, Bleſſed be thou my old 
Age, which haſt gain-ſaid my Youth, and 
theſe were called Men of repentance. Both 
would ſay, Bleſſed is he that bath not fin'd, 
and he that hath ſinn'd and is pardoned. 
Seek ſuch a faith, that thus you may ſee 
cauſe to bleſs God in every condition, in 
Youth, in Age, in ſickneſs, in health, when 
down, and when riſen again ; when you 
do not (in, and when you do fin, as being 
able to apprehend Chriſt and your pardon, 
Bleſſed iu he whoſe tranſgreſſion i forgiven, 
and whoſe fin is pardoned, bleſſed i be 1 
whom the Lord will not impute ſin, ſurely 
bis Salvation is nter them that fear him, that 
glwry may dwell in our Land, mercy and 
truth are met tegether, righteouſurſs and 
peact have kiſſed tach ther, Pſal. $8. 9, > 
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one thing is moſt: remarkable, that the 
Door into the Ark was in che loweſt ſtory, 
and ſo was under Water all the time of the 
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What this kiſbog of Righteonſnefs and 
Peace means, vou may fee, Verſt 2. They 
haſt forgiven the iniquity of thy People, thay 

cover'd A tbrir fin, Selah. The P(al. 
miſt by faich ſaw peace in Heaven towards 
the Lords People, and that peace. (i e.) AN 
good ſhould be on Earth co them alſo, 
which keeps the heart in a ready chearfy] 
ſrame to ſerve God, and to bleſs him in 
eyery-ſtace,and therefore ſuch a faith ſhould 
be ſought for, MAES 


Watch to preferye your faith, who have 
this grace of graces. How carefal we are 
to 4 wr our eyes, and much more to 
preſerve our lives. Faith is your beſt eyes, 
dy which you are able to look out of everj 
hill into Heaven; and faith is your be 

life, by this we live ſpiritually, and by this 
we have all the joy of our liſe, that is worth 
any thing. He that never ſaw the rejoyces 
ing of drawing of Water, never ſaw Joy in 
all his-life, ſaith che ee; ſo he that ne : 


ver ſaw the joy of faith, which is ealled un · 


akable and full of glor , neyer ſaw Joy 
in all his life; and therefore you that have 
this faicb;andche great and unſpeakable hes 
neſit of it, preſerve it all you cin, and make 
vo ſhipwrack of faich and conſcience, and 
there you fave all, though you loſe al be: 
fide. Henge it ivthec David begs that God 
would e on by foving kindyrſ 1 them 
| 460 
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that knew him, and p 5 
apright in bart, with the- n the: — 
Life, and ia thy _ we foull ſee light, Pfu 
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36. 9, 10. By which, he means that God 
would more teveal Chriſt. to bim in bs 
word and wor ks, for the better eftabliſhing 
of every grace; and thus let us pang all 
our days, that in his light we may ſec light, 
and have out faith and integrity preſerved, 
for they live and dye t He that 
did bring the World by the Plood in o ia 
firſt Chaos, covered all wich V Vater, be 
can and is ready to. bring our fa'len ſtate, 
by Chriſ (the greateſt piece of which is un- 
belief) to ſome degree of reſtoration, and 
bear up the Pillars thereof, faith and every 
grace,and all by his own hand. And he that 
enabled Noah in Seven Days to furniſh che 
Ark wich all Creatures for a whole Year, 
both for nouriſhment an for ſaer fice, to 
weather it in all that dark time, he can 
quickly inable us to ſtore our Souls in this 
dark diy with every grace, co weather well 
this evil time and co ſtand compleat in all 
the will ot God. 


The Motives which may be uſed are theſe, 
your own matters are or may be ſuddenly 


very dark, moſt Mens ſun claps in, in this 


hour, and every one cither in point of eſtate 
or liberty, or life, begineth to walk in the 
Vally of the ſhadow of Death; it 1 


IM! 


SEV ATO OO erer 


be well now in ſuch times, 46 hant lud U 
frame of ſpirit to keep up, and to Fear 
none ill, to be able to ſay; as David, The 
Lud u wy light,and wy Salvation, whem ſyall 
} fear, the Lord ts the ſtreagtb of my life, 
of whow forall I be afraid, thingh an Hef ew 
ramp againſt mr, mw) heart ſhall not fra 
though War ſhould riſe againſt me, in th 
will 1 be confident, for in time of trouble be 
ſhall hide me in bis Pavilion, in the ſecret of 
his Tabernacle ſhall be hide me, and now ſhall 
my head be lifted up above mine enemies round 
abut, Pſal. 27. 1, 2:3 Many Clouds are 
up, and more ſtill ariſing, and ſome are al- 
ready over · ſnado ving you; Would ic not 
be well if you were able indeed to (ay thust 
Though Wa s be, though Famine, though 
Peſtilence, though Impriſonment, Baniſh- 
ment, yet in all theſe will I be confident, 
over theſe ſhail I be a Conqueror, tor in the 
times of theſe troubles, the Lord will hide 
me, and it may be now, as dark and ag dif- 
mal as things look, ſhall my head be lifted 
up above all mine enemies round about: 
God promiſed (hee the Flood was over) 
that Day and Night ſhould no more ceaſe; 
Gen. $ 22. which intimaceth, ſaich one nps 
on that place, that during the Forty Days 
Rain which made the Flood, that the Day 
was :5 it were ceaſed and turned into Night 
by the great and chick Clouds, and Tem- 
polls which were all over the World (and 
Q 3 Cjougy 
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gether, in the Scripture-phraſe.) Our Day 
through many Clouds and Storms' is 
dark, eſpecially ro ſome; and yet the Day 
may more ceaſe , and become univerſally | 
dark, that what it is to any one at this 
Hour for calamity, that it may be univer- 
ſally in one ſenſe or another, And when 
things are thus univerſally dark, that every 
ones day is ceaſed, it will look like a Doomſ- 
day indeed ; and if you cannot look tho- 
row the Clouds of your condition now, 
How will ye do then ? If ye cannot run 
with the Foot, how will ye run with the 
Horſe? The 7ew: hold, that ſuch as made 


not uſe of the Flood, but continued in their 


unbelief, were puniſhed with ſcalding Wa- 
ter in Gehinnom , And ſurely they that 
make not uſe of preſent Clouds and Storms 
upon their condition, to get faith to wreſtle 
well with cheſe, and to fit them for worſe, 
will be fca!ded indeed with thoſe Waters, 
which yet may overflow us. The wo Trum- 
pers are for the Idolatry of che Chriſtian 
Empire. 


As our own Perſonal matters are dark: 
fo are the matters. of the Chriftian World, 
dark in moſt parts, though not ſo generally 
and univerſally, as they may be. I will give 
you two Scripeures to expreſs my ſelf in, in 
this matter. The one is, Ames n, 

ao 
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For I las your 'wanifeld 1 
Jour. mighty fe, off rhe yu 28 
bribes, they ters the por in the Gag 


from their | he, therefore the priggdent Mall 
keep blows, for it is aw evil time, hate the 4 
wil and loue the good , eftabh;/o | judgereng 
in the Gate, it may be the Lo of He. 
vil be gracion to the remnant of Joſeph» Sins. 
ert nem in ile Chriſtian World mighty and 
wanifeld, oppreſfhons of the juft (ſurely) were 
dever greater, and yet mutt be ſilent, muſt 
not Petition nor complain; and all this is 
done Ex aim, beartily, ea wich great. 
malice and rage, that reachech up to Hea- 
yen. God's wrath and rage is ſo provoked 
by this, as we feel at this day, that it id 
doubeful who: of us will eſcape, when be 
ſhall go on in his jadgments for theſe things. 
Tbereſee bus ſaith the Loy, peiling ai be. 
is all Streets, and they H e tn all. 1be 
High-wa)s, alas, alas, and they. foal uſe the: 
Hausband man te morning, and all Vine) a1ds 
ſhall mourn, hate the evil, Oc. It m be the: 
Lnd God will be gracicus to rhe wennert of 
Toſeph. Sinners are ſo mighty in the Chri4 
tian World, and ſo many, and repentance. 
and faith ſo rare and ſcarce, beating the cui, 
and loving the goed, Oc. That Jadpments 
when they further come, Famin, peſtiſence, 
Sword, ſurely they will ſweep clean, that 
we ſhall have cauſe to uſe the Prophets 
phaſe, Nailiag ſball be in all Streets, ond ; 
| t be) 


b . 


(220) 

L {dy tis all the High-Ways, alas; alu, 

7 2241 ſome _ of 2 Dull oſcape. IK 
toch as have molt taith, be brought to their 
may be: by ©#fon of ſur genera! calamity 
what wilt-chey be brought to who ure whol- 
y deſtituie of faith, when ſuch Floods o- 
varflow 2 The other Scripture to ſet ont 
che ſtate of the Chi iftian World at this 
dey, Is. Bev 1 9.6 7 Ard he obe bis month 
is blaſphemy Aran Oed ; te. Maſpheme bÞ 
Naive and bis Tubirnacte, and them which 
dwdl in Haven, nid it n five unte bim'10 
wake Wit with the Saints; indtouvercome 
them, and power was given him er all Kink 
dreds, und Tok Luc,, and Natisut, and all bull 
worſbiß bm whoſe Num ur, Hot written in 
rhe Book of Le The Arti Clviſtian world 
is at theſe heights of fin, blaſpheting the 
matters and: People of God, aud at Warte 


with them. ſhellding the ir blodd, and their: 


ſuccels it ſeems will be generaly power wilt 
de given them over all Kintreds, "Tongues 


md Nations; and chen when there is no. 


Nation to flee to under Heaven, when the 
Earth, and the Sea, and the dry Land (i e.) 
all places and corners of the World ſhall 
be ſhaken, what need will there be of faith 
to flee to God. In the Generations, when the 
Son of David comerb ( ſay the Fewes ) the” 
Scholars of the wiſe ſhall be rare. and as for 
the reſt of the People their eyes Shall fail for 
ſorrow, and grief, and great . fflictiont, and 
ſear 


dies rd 


(121) 


ſac decrees (hall be ſe renewed, that beſart 
the firft is ended. the ſerond ſhall come. Saith 
others of them, Ia the week of Te, in the 
mhich the Son [(n ſhall come, the firſt 
year, that ſhall be fultilled, to wit, rained 
upon ove City, and not upon another, Amos 4. 
In the ſecond year, The arrows of Famine 
(hall be abroad: In the third year, the Fa» 
mine ſhall be fo great, that Men, Womens 
and Children, yea goed and godly Men ſhall 
die, fc. I do not make this as Scripture, 
but as I ſee a congruicy in them to the Scri- 
ptures, they are not be ſlighted. Now what 
of all this is approaching upon the Chri- 
ſtian World, and at the Door, I know not; 
ſure I am, faith, yes the fa th of David in 
my Text, againſt ſuch a dark hour, would 
do well. 


.T birdly, Get faith, this faith I am treat. 
ing of, or elſe you. will be of little or no 
uſe, one to another, VVhen Sepachersh 
came into adea, Hezckiah ſers Captains of 
VVar over the People. And gathered them 
teget her te him in the Gate of the City. and 
ſpake comfortably to them, ſaying, By firong 
and Conragious, be nat aftaid, nw 'diſmayd 
for the King of Aſſyria, nor for all the Mul- 
titxde that is with him, for there ve more with 
ws than with bim with bim is an arm of fleſh, 
but with ws is the Led our Gol, te help ws 
and to fig bt aur Battel. And the People reſted 

b 2 4 them · 
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| (234) 
ibonſel ves aper the vf of Hexthiab K "ug 
of Jada, 2 Chro. 32. 6, 7. Hpw wonderful 


1 
+ 
8 * 
9 
1 
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Whole Na: ion in that ſtrat ! He put afreſh 
life and foul into them? had be ſunk, they 


and the wrath of God had juſtly preyed 
upon them aff, The Arabian, if their 
King be ſick, all fain themſelves ſick too, as 
Hom ine. 1 parali, faith the Hi- 
ſtorian. When Perſons in place are fick of 
unbelief, of a faint weak Tpiric in difficult 
matters, all about them, more than faitt 
themſelves fick too, they ate ſo in earneſt, 
and more down than aſhes. And truly ones. 


aud yet ſo ſhall we be, unleſs we get the 
faith of this Scripture I am upon in ſome 
meaſute, and the faith of this evil time 
wherein we lire. The evil ſpies made 

hearts of the People to melt. The Zrvires 
which kept the Doors were to try the offer. 


ferings, that is, by His uſes Se 


Queſt. If you now ul we, How foall 1 
_ obtain ſuch a faith? 


A. I anſwer, It is the proper adjun& of 
ſuch a ſta e, a renewed ſtare, The eyes of rhe 
Lu date on ſuch as fear bim, ln them that hope 
in bu metcy, P ſal 33:18, The Pome-citron 

| grows 


uſeful was Hezekiab by bis Taith , to the 


d all ſank with him, and ſo the enemy ' 


uſe loſt, is more than the loſs'of ones life. 
What a dend living Man it « aſcleſs Man? 


ing, and God will try every Man by his of- 


IC wn non, oy 1 — © am ac 


| (223) 
grows beſides all waters, and the taſt of the 
wood, is like the caſt of the fruit, ſaith tba 
Naturalit. But I cannot ſay fo of faith, pf. 
this faith that I am upon, that tc growes in 
every ſoul; though almoft every one will 
pretend to ie. This Flower growes in 4 
Garden of Flowers, in a ſtate renewed in 
knowledge, in repentance, in wounds heal - 
el. Depurt from me ye workers of juiguitys _ 
for the Lord bath heard the voice of my weeps- 
inf, P/al.6.8. One clearcs his eyes, to make. 
this excellent eyt · ſight by contrice weeping. 


© There is a peculiar inſtru&ion from the 
Lord, to learn this myſtery of faith, ard of 
believing in all caſes. When Iſalab ſaw his 
omn ſin, and the Peoples, his heart fank, 
Wor us me, ſer I am undone, ſaith the margent, 
eat , then 'thire flew one of the Serapkimis 
i him, having a For Coal in ba hand, which 
be had hors fem the Altar, and be laid it 
on 'my month, and ſaid this h. ih touched thy 
Lips, and thiur wniquity © taken _ and 
thy ſin i hd, Iſa. 6.8, 9. How helpful 
the Angels may be to others in ſuch matters 
FVeinncot tel. Confult 7/a.8 18 and per- 
uſe the · Dutrb Notes upon theſe words. 
Bebold T abi the Children which thou bat 
given me. The true Emanuel, Chriſt, ſpeak+ 
eth to the Prophet in thele words, and com- 
forts him in his ſuffering by bis own ex- 
ample, and ſo all God's Children who are 

* | all 


1 


all ſyabſe to like troubles. So that we arc 
to app'ebend that Chriſt is ready in ſtrong 


tryals, to g ve us ſtrong inſtruction, and to 


comfort us with the lame comturts, where» 
with he himſelf, and God's Children in eve- 
ry Age, haye been comforced, though this 
may be to ſome more, and to ſome leſs, us 
Chriſt pleaſerh, I ſaw by Night, and beho!d 
Man riding upon a red Horſe, and be flood 
among the Myrtles in the bottom, Zech.1 8, 
This phraſe, I ſaw by night, (ignifiech (faich 
Interpreters) that they ſaw their — 
tion, but i but darkly, and it was by 
the help oft . ( 

Myrtles in the bottom, which was Chriſt, 


' Finally, By the wickedneſs. of the wick- 
ed, the People of God get up to this beighe 


of believing, to look through all the dark 


Clouds of their condition. Nes for thy rigb - 


neomſneſ1, or for. the uprightneſs of thy heart, 


4% thew go in to poſſeſs their Land bur fr he 
hedneſ: of theſe Nations, dach the Lord thy 
od drive them out before thee, and that ke 
ny perform the word which be ſmare to thy 
Father Abraham , Iſaac , and Jacob, 9. 3. 
That which is the reaſon ot Gad's doing 2: 
thing, may be the reaſon of our faith and 
hope, that it ſhall be done. Now che vet 
notorious wickedneſs of the wicked, is th: 
reaſon why he cuts them oft, and puts otheti 
ja heir place, and therefore from the — 
ne lt 


im chat appeared. among the 


——_— 


— 


fad © 
ednefs pf the with iy falch 
ned] und helped ti ſee their gierth 
n Gary; 


eſehpe;vhd che 
enemy dae by eh 
Ip by their it beten Thôtt 


an blaſpheniy, ahä dae hEAmſt f 
People, and worſhip at Fernſalem. And they 
ſpake ag ainſt the God of Feruſalem, as againſt 
the Gedi of the People of the Earth, which were 
the work of the hands of Men. For this cauſe 
Hezekia the King, and the Prophet Iſaiah 
prayed and cryed to Heaven, and the Lord ſent 
an Angel and cut them eff 2 Chro. 32. 19. 
20. Lia guod Eliltory to | 

1 Maccabes v. 41. Nicaner carryed himſelf 
againſt the Lord and his People, as Sena» 
cherib, and abuſed the Prieſts of the Lord, 
and laughed at all their worſhip, and threat- 
ned, that if they did not deliver das Mac- 
cabews into his hands, and all his Hoſt, he 
would — the N and Arieſts and 
all the People. Ad by bis height of 
wickedneſs, the poor Jewes, ſaw his fall, 
and went to God by prayer, and urged the 
ſtory of Senacherib to him, ſaying, O Lerd 
when they that were ſent frem the King of 
Aria bl-ſphemed, thine Angell went out 


and [mote an hundred fear. (core 

n rn” even ſo — thou this 
Heſt this day, that the reſt may know that he 
bath . ken blaſphemonſly againſt thy San- 


tad Ys 


er 
perilb, 
1 
Amen. 


Booxs Sold by Dorman 
Newman at his 3 


at the King's Arms an 


Bible in the Poultry. 


Quarta 


T He Chriſtian Man's calling, or a Trea- 
|S tiſe of making Religion ones buſineſs, 
wherein the Chriſtian is directed to perform 
in all religious duties, natural actions, par- 
ticular vocations, family direQions, and in 
his own recreations in all relations, in all 
conditions, in his dealings with all Men, in 


the choice: of his company, both of evil and 


good, in ſolitude, on a weekday, from morn- 
ing to night, in viſiting the lick, and on a 
dying Bed, By George Swinneck, 

— {aril's Expoſition on the Book of 


G:fprl Remiſſion,or a Treatiſe ſhewing that 
true dieſſedneis conſiſts in the pardon of fin, 
By feremiab Burrengbi. | 

An Expoſicion of the Song of Solms, 
- Darbam late Miniſter in Glaſgow. 
Ide real Chriſtian, or a Treatiſe 2 
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ng vieh Chriſt, which have cauſed. and 
| eres as — much add. to ſome ſer ou 
Chniftians,qnd are ith due reſect to thole 
worthy Men brought to the ballenceof the 
SanRuafy, there weigbed; and. accordingly 
Judged : to wh ch is added a ſe words con» 
cerning Socinianiſm. by Giler Firmin ſome- 
times Miniſter at Shalfird in Eſſex. _ 
Mount Pifpab, or « Proſper of Heaven, 
being an Expoficion on the fourth Chaptet 
of the firſt Epiſtle of St. Pan ro the Theſe 
ſalani ann. By Tho. Caſe ſometimes Student 
in Chrift- Chi ch, Oxon, and Miniſter of che 
Goſpel, 
The vertue and value of Baptiſm. By 
Zach. Crofton. n! 25 
The Qx«kers ſpiritua Court proclaim* 
being an ex+@ narrative of a new high Court 
of juſtice. allo ſundry errors and corruprions 
amongſt che Quer which were never till 
now made known to the world. By Nath 
8m3th who was converiant among then 
Fourteen Fears. 17 6 7276 
A Diſcourſe of Prodigious abſtinente oc- 
cakiob'd hy the i 2. Months faſting of Moth 


Tayler.the fam'd DarbyſbireDamvicl;prove . 


ing that wichout any miracle the texture ot 
1359 be humane 
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Ofavo and Twelve: 4 * 
© Pindicie Pictatis,or #vindication of god- 
lines rom ti e imputation of folly and fun- 
cy; wich ſeveral direct ons for he attaining 
and maintaining of a godly life. By R. A Ilia. 


Heaven o Earth, or the beſt Friend in 
the wort! times; to which is added a Ser- 
mon preached at the Funeral of Thomas 
A. ſiey Apothecary : By Famer Nane way. 
A tokea for Chi dren, being an exact a- 
count of the converſation, holy and exem- 
plary lives & j ul deaths of ſeveral young 
Cth|dren. By James Janeway. 2 
Iniſti cat ion only upon 4 latis faction. By 
Rob Fergaſ sm ee 

The Chriſtians great Im ereſt, or the try- 
al of a ſav ng ĩnteteſt in Chriſt wich the w; 
how to attsin it. By Williaw Curbry lat 
Miniſter in Scat land 
-. The vertne;” vigour and efficzey of the 
Promiſes d'ſplayed in their ſtrength and 
glory. By The. Herder fon, | 

"The Hiſtory of Moderation; or, che Life, 
Death, and ReſurreRion of Moderation, to- 
gether with her Natiyity. Country, Pedigree 
Kindred and CharaRter,Friend, and alſo her 
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Ae to the true Religion; or, a Diſ : 
courſe direing to make a wiſe choiſe of 
that Religion Men venture their Salvation 
upon. By [. Clappam. . © 
FRebukes for ſin, by God's burning anger; 
A by the burning of London; by the burning 
4 of the World, and by the barning of the 
* wicked in Hel, fire: to which is added 4 
Diſcourſe of Heat fixedneſs.ByT. Doobitrie. 

Four Select Sermons upon ſeyeral Texts 

of Scripture, wherein the Will · wor ſhip and 

4 Idola:ry of the Church of Rome is laid open 

U and conſuted. By William Fenner, 

L The Life and Death of Dr, ame, W/hey 
Arch-biſhop ot Armagh, and Primate; of 
Ireland. 

A moſt comfortable and Chriſtian Dia. 
Jogue between the Lord and the Soul: by 
William Cooper Biſhop of Galloway, * 

The Cinons aud Inſtitutions of the Qu 
kers agreed upon at their General Aſſembly 
at their new Theotre in Gyace-chw cb ftreer. 

A Synopſis of Qnakeriſm z or, a Collecti- 
on of the Fundamental Errors of the Qua- 
kers. By T ho, Danſon. 5 b | 

Blood for Blood, being a true Narratiye of | 
that late borrid murther committed by Ma) 

Cook upon lier Child. By Nath. Partridge | 
with s Sermon on the ſame occaſion ; by 

The welcome Communicant, | 
Fix ſeveral Treatiſes by Miele, Lachs 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, | 
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Books Sold by Dorman Newman, 
J * preſent State of Ruſſia, 


ina Letter toa Friend at 


Perſon reſiding at the Creat 
Tzars Court at Moſco for the 
ſpace of IX. Years: Illuſtrated 
with many Copper Plates. 


Mifterium Pietatu, or the mi- 
ſtery of godlineſs, wherein the 


miſteries contained in the Incar- 
nation, Circumciſion, wife Men, 
Paſſion, RefurreQion, Aſſention 
of the Son of God, and comin 
of the Holy Ghoſt are unfolded 
andapplycd, By W. Annand. 


R Fel- 


London, written by an eminent 


yy” ee e 
| Fe 0 rn & >, Fae 5 
8 piſt. df oby 
chap. It. & ad. By 25 gb Hirnis 
80780 Mirmſter in Scotland. 

* myſtery of Faith open d, 
or foine Sermons concerning 
Faith: By Andrew 8 ** 
Miniſter i in Glaſgow 

Lazarus Redivivns : or, a 
| diſcovery of the Trials and Tri- 
umphs that accompanythe work 
of Godi mas and about his people, 


with an . tending to clear 


up thoſe miſtakes" men have a- 
bout it; Laid open in -ſeveral 
Sermons : By Nilholas W 
Miniſter of the Coſpel. 

A Token for Chicken being 
am exact account of the conver- 
ſion, holy and exemplary lives 
and Joyful deaths of ſeveri 

oung- Children: By Jan 
+ ponder 4s 


So 
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Age 2. & 3. for that, read if. p.6. that, f. if. p. 
© P Lord f. 2 p. 28. mof7 li i fmof 945 
J Root, f. roof. p. 22. fru e frac 
1 p. 26. hil f. bell. p.27. ſo f. to. c. theirs f. others. p. 37. 
K. threw f. throwes, p64. with f. wiſe p. 74. ſoon f. ſure, 
ri- p. 81. willing f. killing. p. 81. our f. them, p. 1044 1 
* wonder f. words: p. 104. word f. Lord, p. og. of . ij. Ws. 
TK 120. Nals f. Leolin. p. 126. max f. more. p. 136. =o 


{ t. left. p.130. ow f. the. p. 1 38. max f. manmes. 
le, p. 140. fetcbeth f. ſetteth p. 146. & 147.Haman f. Hee 
I mas. p. 148. Sidom f. Sodom. p. 53: To amms . Ls 
anmi. p. 153. ſo f. lo, p. 154. beſ f. but, p. 157. A. 
flifions f. af jous. p. 158. bitten f. bitterg. p. 159." 
a- Flat f. flote. p. 60. diſcovered f. diſcerd. 9.168, fe- 
al red f. preſerved. p.178. willing f. rebelbay. p.i 8o. boa 
| f. Brock, p.18 7. rein f. men. p.187. ever f. even. p.90. 
Us ethahia f. Prthakiah. p. 190. occaſions f. accuſations. 
: Fat Seviagr f. ſavexr, p. 07. Job f. Joim. p. a3. 
f bell, p. 215. er ina f. ex min. 
1 hen for there, and when for where are frequently and 
8 murually miſtaken by the Printer, which the Reader is 
17 defired to reftify as he mee it. 
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